
p. A. LASZLO w LOMBOS. 

B ft T R F. 

TO COUNSEL ie eent, herewith:-

(1) Printed statement of Mr. de Laezlo'e cape. 

(2) . Copy eorrefpondencji. 

. Mr. de Laezlo ie the well-known portrait painter. 

He applied for naturalisation before tha war end entirely independently of the war 

but hie Lettere of Naturalisation were only granted after the commencement of the war, 

namely, on the 24th. Auguet, 1914. 

On the 21 et. September, 1917, he wae arreeted, and hae been interned aver since ee 

"a potential danger to the public eafety and defence of the Realm". 

Mr. de Laezlo'e l i fe history, end the facte which led up to hie arreet, are eet out 

in the accompanying etat erne nt of case. 

Mr. de Laezlo'e caee hae now been referred to the Certificates of Netnrali eetion 

(Revocation) Committee, compoeed of Mr. Juetiee Atkin, Lord Hembledon and Judge *2eu^eA^#_ 

Tt ie hoped that, at laet Mr. d« Laezlo mey thue find the mecne of vindicatjnr Me char

acter, which hae been eo. foully assailed. V ^ IT* jf**'^* / / Z 

The Treasury Solicitor, ae will be eeen fj^rath^ correspondence, has been applied to 

for partdcuiare of tha-chargae -ageinet Mr. da Laezlo but theea have not y«t been d«-

livered. 

It hae been thought well, by the Solicitore advieing Mr. de Laezlo, that thie Brief 



should be delivered to Counsel at t h i s stage, with a view to his advising Mr. de Lasllo 

whether any preliminary application would be neceseary. 

The posit ion of a f f a i r s i s , that owing to Mr. de Laszlo's eminence, the fact that 

he hae been interned has, naturally; given rise to countleee rumours of a highly d e t r i 

mental character, many people thinking thet he hae been gui l ty of treason of the woret 

deecription. He hae been called "the Trai tor Laezlo" i n "John B u l l " end has been v i l e l y 

aeeailed by Sir Henry Dalzell i n the House o f Commons. Tt i s , therefore, imperative, i f 

Mr. de Laezlo himeelf, hie f i v e English Sone and hie English Wife are ever to l ive i n 

England, or ever hold up the i r heads i n any c i v i l i z e d country i n the world, that his name 

ehould be cleared. 

But, how cen an enquiry behind closed doors clear Mr. de Laszlo? One of the quee-

tione which Counsel i s asked to consider i s whether an application ehould be made that 

th is caee ehould be t r i e d i n open Court eo that the cloud of black suspicions hanginer 

around his name may be dispelled. 

Hr. de Laszio has acted foo l i sh ly , no doubt, but there are no grounds whatever f o r 

the suggestion that he has acted treasonably, and i f hie efiory i e true (es we have not 

the least doubt tiiet i t ie) Mr. de Laezlo hae been cruel ly and herehly treated, and, i n a 

manner ref lec t ing no credit on th i s count ry. He has been prevented from earning a penny 

since September, 1917; his busineee ae an Art iet hae been destroyed and ruined by the 

kc«C0UM^(r 

fou l euepicione caet on his name by Ms.^Cave, who comes out of the story a poor creature 

i n perpetual fear of public opinion and without any backbone i n hie anatomy. 

Another question which presses f o r previous consideration i s , hov/ f a r the state

ments made oy Madame van fliemedyk and forwarded through the Treaeury to Meeers. Charles 

iiueeell k Co. can be given i n evidence on Mr. de Laezlo'e behalf. 

- 2 -



w • 

f ^ ^ ' t i M l ^ WS LOMBOS. 

Draft 

B R I E F . 

Sir John Simon, 
K.0.v\O., 

11 

7.3.19 Chariot Buttoll * 
J. 37, Norfolk 

Fot. 12. Strono^ 


