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War.
HOUSE OF OOMM_O_NS._ |

Wednesday, 31st October, 1917,

[OFFICIAL REPORT.]

The House met at ‘a . Quarter “before
Three of the clock, Mr. SpEsaker in the
Chair.

-ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

——

o WAR,

. WAR SERVICE DECORATIONS.

11. Co‘_IoneI |__ESL|E WILSON asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty the conditions
under which chevrons or badges for active
service will be issued 1,0 the Na,vy and
Royal Marines?’

The PARLIAMENTARvY'SECRETARY
to the ADMIRALTY (Dr. ‘Macnamara):
‘The Admiralty have under consideration
the nature of the badge or distinctive
mark which should bé adopted, and the
conditions ' under . which . it ' should, be
granted ?

" Colonel WILSON: When' does 'the right
hon. Gentleman think they will be able to
glve definite 1nst1 uctions on this subject?

.Dr. MACNAMARA: Thele will be no
undue dalay.

_ 23. Sir JOHN SPEAR asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War if Territorials
who volunteered for service abroad and
who were in'.consequence.sent to India
will. be awarded the chevron on the same
conditions as if they had been ‘sent to
France? - :

. 'Mr.” MACPHERSON: The chevions
will sub]ect to the conditions already pub-
hshed be issued to soldiers who have
selved in a theatre of war. For this pur-
pose India is not regarded as a theatre of
war. : T

.

- Sir J. SPEAR Is it not' a fact that theseé

. ien enlisted for Home selVlce only, that

they volunteered’ for forelgn service, and

were ready to go' to' France, and the -
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‘have seen active service!?

Oral” A'lnlsu :6TS, ' 1}4'1';0

. Government deemed if right for them to

go to India? Having reégard to the dis- -
appointment caused to these’'men, w111 he
further consider the matter?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I am aware of all
those facts; and I will bring those repre-
sentations before the proper .authority.

Mr. HOGGE: Is the hon. Gentleman
aware that a great many of these men
India is an
active theatre of the War, and does the
hon. Gentleman suggest that the War
Office pretends that the Territorials who
went to India to relieve the old .Regulars,
who went to the front, ought not to have
the chevron?

Sir J.. SPEAR: Arising out of the un-

satisfactory replies, may:I-give notice that

I will raise the question on the Motion
for the Adjournment. to-night?-

Sir JOHN JARDINE: Will those-who
have served in Mesopotamia, ‘especially

.those who have .fought in - campaigns,

receive the award under the same condi-
tions as those who have fought in France?

Mr. MACPHERSON Yes, Sir.

34. Mr. GRANT asked the Under- Secre-
tary of State for War if he will consider
the desirability of differentiating by.some
distinctive mark between a decoration
gained for services rendered in military
operations on sea or in the fighting line on
land and a similar -decoration gained in
administr a,tlve work?

Mr. MACPHERSON I Would refer my
hon. Friend to the answer given on 18th.
October to my hon. and gallant Friend the
Member for Antrim East, to which I regret
I can add nothing at present. The matter
is under consideration, and I cannot make
any definite statement.

41. Mr. HOGGE ' asked whether men
who have been discharged from the Army -
will be -entitled to wear the chevrons for
the duration of the War to which they
would have. been entitled had they re-
ma,lned in the Army?

Mr. MACPHERSON: The chev10n is to
be worn with uniform .only.

45. Colonel LESLIE" WILSON asked the
Prime, Mlnlster whether, in view of the
fact that a decoration is to be granted to
the Army for services rendered in France
in 1914 to commetnorate thé deeds of the
Old Army as it was then constituted, the

A



T T T T N

S SN

PRI

1411 War.
. [Colonel Wilson.]

99th Division and other Regular units

which participated in the operations on
the ‘Gallipoli Peninsula will receive any
special decoration for those: services?

Mr. MACPHERSON : This decoration is
not being given, as stated by my hon. and
gallant Friend, to commemorate the deeds
of the Old Army It is a recognition of
the special services rendered to the Empire
by the military forces under Field-

. Marshal Lord French’s command—which
. included.

Territorials—engaged in the
operations in France and Belgium in the
critical phase of the War which ended with
the first battle of Ypres.

Colone] WILSON: Is the hon. Gentle-
man aware that last week I was given an
answer saying that this medal was being
given to commemorate the deeds of the
Old Army; is he not aware that the 29th
Division performed deeds unequalled and
unparalleled in the history of the whole
world,, and is it proposed that their
services should be ignored’!

Mr. SPEAKER.: The hon. Membe1 is

arguing the matter.

Captain A. SMITH: May I ask whether
the 29th Division performed any better
services than others, and will he consider
the deeds of the 42nd Division ?

NAVAL AND MILITARY PENSIONS
AND GRANTS.

13. 8ir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he
can say if the wives of civil subordinates
(labourers) ordinarily employed at the
Royal Naval Hospital, Stonehouse, and
now on active service are entitled to the
recent bonuses; and, if so, will he take

" the necessary steps of circulating the in-

formation so that these women may know

_their position in this respect?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The recent war
increase granted to civil subordinates
serving at the Naval Hospitals is pay-
able as an addition to the balance of
éiﬂl pay in the. cases, of those married
employés now on active service who are
eititled to draw. civil pay. General
instructions to this ‘effect have been
given. :

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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“Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked
the First Lord of the Admiralty whether
he has received an application from the
widow of an engine-room artificer who
lost his life on board a submarine;
whether he is aware that this man’s
parchments showed fifteen consecutive
V.G.’s for character-and nine V.G.’s for
ability, and that this man joined the
Royal Navy in 1901 and lost his life on

6th:July, 1916, having completed fourteen |

years 225 days’ service; and whether, in

‘ view of the fact that had he completed the

whole fifteen years he would have been
entitled to a good conduct medal and £15
gratuity, he can:see his way to award the
medal without the gratuity so that the
children may have something to cherish to
the memory of their late father?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The application re-
ferred to has been received, and the facts
regarding the man’s services are as stated.
The Regulations as to the award of the
long service and good conduct medal
require a minimum period of fifteen
vears’ service with continuous V.G.
character, and the man in question was, I
am afraid, ineligible for the award. It is
inevitable that disappointment must be
caused when a man is prevented by death
from fulfilling the service qualification
laid down for an award, but the Regula-
tions are specific on the point. There is a
misunderstanding as regards the gratuity.
After a medal has been awarded an engine-
room artificer commences to earn a good
conduct gratuity at the rate of £3 a year
for each year of further service with V.G.
character, and it would therefore take at
least five years to earn the maximum
gratuity of £15. Even if this particular
man had survived to obtain the medal, he
would have had to serve for at least an
additional year before he became e11g1ble
for any gratuity at all.

Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE: Does not
the right hon. Gentleman think that, in
view of the peculiar services of this man
—that he went down in a submarine and
only had 100 more days to serve—the
Lords of the Admiralty might consider
the advisability of granting the Good Con-
duct Medal ¢ .

Dr. MACNAMARA: I have asked the
official concerned whether the rule has
ever been departed from, taking. .into
account the shortage of 100 days, and. I
am told that it has never been done ; but
- I will go into-it again,
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Sir €. KINLOCH-COOKE ; Is the right
hon. ‘Gentleman aware that in naval war-
fare, before. the present war ‘thers were
no submarines?- '

79. Mr. J. P.. FARRELL asked:the: Pen-
sions Minister if -he will-state. the cause
of delay in awarding -the pension allow-
ance to Mrs. M‘Manus, Killoe,. county'
Longford, mother of Sergeant J. M Manus,
No. 4850, 1st Battalion, Irish. Guards,
who was killed on the Somme some twelve
months  ago; whether he is aware that
this -man +vas. a. policeman- who -had. some
bank: savings,k and also: back pay- and
allowances at.the. time: of . his death, not
one. penny of which his friends have .re-
ceived, although his mother.is old and
poorly off; and will he undertake to.
expedite thls case for the benefit of the
dependants‘l

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY-‘
to the MINISTRY of PENSIONS (Sir A.
Griffith-Boscawen) : I am obliged to the
hon. Member for having brought this case
to my notice, as there is no record re-
]atlng ‘to it in the Mmlstry, and no
application has been received. .Immediate
investigation of the case. is. now. bemg.
made.

Mr. FARRELL May I mform the hon.
Gentleman that I myself, on behalf of the
relatives, placed the facts of this case
before the Department three months ago? -

Sir A. GRIFFITH:BOSCAWEN: I am
not aware that the hon. Member wrote to
the Department. I have no record.

Mr. HOGGE: Why has the widow of
this soldier to make.an application at all?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: Be-
cause in some cases we do not get the

necessary information from the Record
Office. '

Mr. HOGGE: Does the Department
ever get any record at all about the widow
from the Record .Office? '

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: The.
point is this. In the case of a widow we
get the information. This is the case of a.
mother, and as a general rule 3,pphcat10n
has to be made.

81. Mr. 'J. P. FARRELL asked the
Pensions Minister why the dependants of
Driver John Rush, No. 217184, Royal
Field Artillety, serving in France for ten
months, who left his sister, Mrs. B.
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out of.his. pay, have not got .the other
grants to- which they were. entitled; %al-
though they are nine i’ family and: were
solely dependent on - this' \soldler ‘béfore

Oral Answers.

‘ going to the front?

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY 1o the
WAR OFFICE (Mr, Forster): I very much’
regret the delay that has occurred in’this
case. The soldier’s wclaim unfortunately
went astray after dispatch- from the Pay
Office, and the pension officer reports that

“he has now recovered some of the..lost

documents from the Post Office. The
claim will be investigated at once, and, if

- established, will- be put into. payment -at
_ the ea.rhest possible date. .

Mr. FARRELL: ‘Can the hon. Gentle-

- man say when?

Mr. FORSTER: I am afrald I cannot

" give any date. -

82. Mr. HOGGE asked bhe Pensions

Minister whether: he has any information

with regard to J. G. Guy, No. 4686, now an
inmate of Craw Road Poorhouse, Paisley ;.
whether he is aware that he was dis-
charged on 1st May, 1917; that he wrote-to.
Chelsea in June and had a reply stating

that it would be weeks before his case

could be settled ; that seven weeks later he
got a form to fill up ; and that he has since
written three or four letters and received
no reply, in consequence of which he has
been compelled to go into the workhouse;
and whether he can say what steps he is
taking generally to prevent this degrada-
tion to old soldlers? .

Sir.A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: I am
obliged to. my. hon. Friend for calling
attention to-.this. case.. I have not..had
time since he put his question down to get

information as to the cause of the delay,.

but I have given directions to have the
matter .investigated. immediately, so that
the man may be awarded his appropriate
pension or gratuity, as the case may be.

Mr. HOGGE : While T am obliged to the
hon. Gentleman for what he has done,
does he not think the pension authorities

" ought to take some precaution to prevent

discharged and disabled soldiers from
landing in the workhouse? Will he as a

' precaution get the Department to ask all

O’Connor, Newtowncashel, 3s. 6d. a week /.

workhouses in the country to intimafé'at
once to the Pensions Department ~when-
ever a discharged soldier turns up thére,
so that his case may be dealt with within
a few hours? A
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- Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: I can
onl¥y say I greatly regret the delay in this
case, and as regards the hon. Member’s
suggestion we will certainly consider it.

“r

HOSEMARERS’ WAGES (DEVONPORT
DOCKYARD).

14. Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he is

_aware that-the wages of the hosemakers in

His® Majesty’s Dockyard, Devonport, range
from 29s. to 30s. a week; that these men
average from thirty to thirty-five years'
service; and whether, in view of the fact
that they are mechanics and that their
work is of a special class, he can see his
way to place them with regard to wages on
the same footing as skilled labourers in
His Majesty’s dockyards?

~ Dr. MACNAMARA: The application
from these emp]oyé;’is under consideration.

Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE: (Can the
right hon. Gentleman say how long this
application has been under consideration,
and does he anticipate the opportumty of
an early reply!?

Dr. MACNAMARA : It cannot have been
under consideration for a long time, be-
cause it arises out of the increase we gave
to the skilled labourers, and that did not
take place long ago.

GERMAN RAIDERS (NORTH SEA).

16. Mr. LYNCH asked the First Lord of

the Admiralty whether, in consequence of
the success-of the German raiders in the
North Sea, he has taken any disciplinary
measures or effected any changes of
personnel at the Admiralty, or taken any
steps of reorganisation tending to prevent
a recurrence of such incidents ; and, if not,
whether he will state his intentions with
reg,ard to his own tenure of office ?

Dr: MACNAMARA My right hon
Friend the First Lord hopes to deal fully
with- this incident in the course of his
statement to the House to- MOITOW.

Mr‘ LYNCH: Has my right hon. Friend
considered this point?. As the Admiralty
draws the veil of mystery over their whole
proceedings we can only judge by results,
and one of those. results has been deplor—
ably bad. : -

HOUSE OF COMMONS

deserves censure?
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Dr. MACNAMARA: If my hon. Friend
will wait to hear the First Lord’s state-
ment he will not find there is any mystery
about it. Quite the contrary.

Mr. PRINGLE: Will the First Lord deal
with the allegation that the inadequacy of
the patrol is due to a deficiency in fuel?

Dr. MACNAMARA : I myself have seen
that stated. I think I can deny that at
once, whether the First Lord deals with
it or not.

Mr. WATT: Can the right hon. Gentle-
man say whether the principle of the new
First Lord 1s that everything done by his
Department - is perfect, and nothing

~ Dr. MACNAMARA: I do not know how

" by the wildest ‘ﬂight of imagination that

could posmbly arise out of anything I have
said.

I —

ROYAL NAVY (PROMOTION)..

17. Commander BELLAIRS asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty, in view of
the fact that promotion from commander
to captain is the final occasion when selec-
tion for promotion operates in the Navy,
whether he can state if the detision’ to
promote a commander is arrived at by a
selection board, and, if so, who compose
it?

Dr. MACNAMARA : Promotions from
the rank of commander. to captain. are

‘made in batches twice a year, and the
" selection is made by the First Lord of the
- Admiralty on the advice of his naval

colleagues on the Board. Apart from this,
a few promotions to captain are made at
other times for very special war services,

and these are not necessanly referred to-

all the Sea Lords.

Commander BELLAIRS asked the
Fu‘st Lord of the Admlralty whether the
Board can now see their way to lay upon
the Table the Report of the Committee on
Promotion.presided over by. tlie late Liovd
Goschen in 1902; and whether, in coming
to a decision, he.will bear in mind that the
ex-First Lord of the Admiralty desired 1ts
publication ?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The present Board
of Admiralty adhere to the view held by
their predecessors that it is not desirabie

-to publish the Report,- which is dow

fifteen years old. It may be added that

-Lord Goschen, who presided over the.Com-
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mittee, said that he was ‘quite content to
leave the question. of any publication
entirely to the Admiralty.

19. Commander BELLAIRS asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he is
aware that the Board have power ‘to select
captains or conmimodores for promotion ;
whether he is aware that the Board have
power to give to any captain the tempo-
rary or local rank of rear-admiral of a
higher rank; and whether the Board will
exercise those powers if the mterests of
the country demand it ?

Dr. MACNAMARA The Boald of Ad-
miralty are fully aware of the powers
which they possess under the Crown, and
will continue to exercise them-in the best
interests of the country and of the Naval
Service. -

Commander BELLAIRS: But the right
hon. Gentleman does not state specifically
that they have got those powers. Is it the
case that they have got those powers, and
can exercise them at, any time !

Dr. MACNAMARA : T think that is so.

TERRITORIAL ASSOCIATION
SECRETARIES.

21. Colonel L. WILSON asked the
Under-Secretary of State for War whether
ex-Regular officers’ who belong to the
Reserve of Officers and who, before the
War, were appomted secretaries of County
Terr1t0r1a1 Associations, are eligible for
promotion under 'A.C.I. 1,252, of 1917;
and, if not, will' he, in view of the fact
that such officers have frequently volun-
teered for active service, but that it has
been found impossible for county associa-
tions to spare them from their numerous
duties, issue instructions -enabling these
officers who have rendered signal service
to the country to be promoted in a similar
manner to those ex-Regular officers on the
Reserve who .are. recalled -to Army
service ? S :

 The UNDER-SECRETARY of STATE
for WAR (Mr. Macpherson): The question
is already under consideration.

_ NERVE STRAIN.
24. Mr. KING. asked whether it is pro-

posed to retain in the Army all cases of -

-7 81. OcrosER 1917
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nerve strain occurring among soldi;a:rs,
with a view to keeping them under tréat-
ment in military hospitals till 1ec0very is
complete? 1

Mr. MACPHERSON : The pohcy is to
retain all cases likely to be categorised as
fit for some form of military duty.” Thoge
likely not to be so fit are retained until

Oral Answers.

M1n1stry

25. Mr. KING asked whether it 1s pro-
posed to recall for ‘treatment,. under
military control, soldiers invalided
through - nerve strain who have" alreadv
been discharged from the Army?

Mr. MACPHERSON : No, Sir; I am not
aware of any such ploposal

80. Mr. KING a,sked the Pensions
Minister whether instructions have béen
given to local committees to' provide
appropriate convalescent homes for ex-
soldiers suffering from nerve strain who
have been discharged unrecovered to their
homes ¢

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN : Local
war pensions committees are empowered
to provide convalescent treatment for
discharged disabled men whatever -the
nature of their disablement. - The
policy of providing special institu-
tions for the class referred to, except
in so far as they -are suffering from
neurasthenia in a severe form and are
in need of special medical treatment
is, in the opinion of my advisers, open, to
serious question. The provision of conva-
lescent homes generally is, however,
stated to be inadequate in certain dis-
tricts, and I am instituting inquiry into
the matter with a view to remedymg the
deficiency whele it exists.

MILITARY COURTS-MARTIAL.

26, 27 and 46. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the
Under-Secretary of State for War (1)
whether he will- take steps to amend
the Army Act, 1881, so as to provide
that all offences against military dis-
cipline shall be tried by a military
judge and a jury of soldiers instead
of by courts-martial consisting solely
of officers; (2) whether, in view of ‘a
recent'judgment of the court of Cassa-

and all the proceedings of a court-martial
in 1914, though the death sentence had

they can be transferred to the Pensmns-

tion in Paris quashing the death sentence -
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;EMr. Snowden.]
been carried out, he will give: tacﬂltles to
relatives of soldiers executed for alleged
offences against military discipline ‘o
examine the records of the courts-martial
by which such sentences were imposed,
with a view of securing a revision of the
sentences and the clearing .of the reputa-
tion of the executed men; (3) the Prime
Minister whether he 1is prepared to
recommend to the Army Council the
advisability of amending the Army Act
so that death sentences cannot be passed
upon men who, being engaged in defend-
ing their country, should be immune from
death penalties for alleged infractions of
discipline {

Mr. MACPHERSON: The reply is in
each case in the negative.

Mr. SNOWDEN : Does the hon. Gentle-
man .consider ‘it satisfactory that men
should be condemned to death  after
having been tried by men who have no
‘experience of weighing evidence?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I cannot accept
the facts as-my hon. Friend has placed
them: before the House. I can assure him
that all my investigations have led me to
believe that trial by court-martial is one of
the fairest. :

Mr. FARRELL :Isit not a fact that, in
the case of Irish soldiers, one man named
Hope was executed under cruel circum-
stances ?

Mr. MACPHERSON: Of course, I am
not aware of this particular case.

Mr. FARRELL : I have brought it to the

‘notice of the House before.

Mr. MACPHERSON : Assuming that the
hon. Member has brought it to the notice
of the House before, I can assure him that
in each case where the death sentence
takes place the most careful and most
thorough investigation is made.

©'Mr. PRINGLE: Can 'my hon. Friend say

how long it is since he became prejudiced
against the ordinary 1egal methods of
plocedule? o

. Mr."MACPHERSON: As a matter of
fact, T am not dealing with civil life. I
‘have been connected with civil life as well
-as my hon. Friend. I -am dealing with
<what is the law of the land.. This is in
the Army Act. Tt has been passed by this
;House year after year.. .

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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.Mr. FARRELL: Will the ,hon. Gentle-
man say whether such sentences: are
referred to the .Army Council- as the
supreme authority in this country before
being carried into effect?

‘Mr. MACPHERSON: They go up by
various stages to the Field-Marshal Com-
manding-in-Chief.

Sir J. JARDINE : Ts it the practice now-
adays to refer court-martial proceedings
in  which sentence of death has been
passed for the consideration of the Judge-
Advocate-General, as used to.be the case?

Mr. MACPHERSON : Not necessarily.

SOLDIERS’ LEAVE.

30. Sir JOHN JARDINE asked whether
‘any arrangement exists for granting leave -
home to Great Britain and Ireland to the
many officers and men in the Regular and
Territorial Armies who, 'in many cases,
have been away in India and Mesopota,mm
for two or three years, and ‘may have
spent two years or more in the fierce heat
of the 'places on the rivers of Mescpo-
tamia, and are in need of a change tlo
their native air?

Mr. MACPHERSON: It is Only in the
most exceptional instances that leave is
granted to this country from Mesopo-
tamia. A fairly large percentage of the
troops there have been allowed to proceéd
on leave to India, but even this leave s
necessarily restricted by the same lack of
transport, which makes leave to "this
country practically impossible. As I
stated recently, my Nople Friend the
Secretary of State has bheen specially
interesting himself in the question of leave
from distant theatres of war, in the hope
that it may be possible to facilitate leave.

75. Mr. BUTLER LLOYD asked the
President of the Board of- Trade whether
his attention has been called to the fact
that many men on leave from the front
arrive at the large railway centre at
Shrewsbury on Sundays and are unable
to proceed to their homes in consequence
of the absence of train service on that
day; if he is aware that gentlemen, at
their own expense, have up to now
motored these men to their homes, in
some cases. as .far. as forty miles, but
owing to lack of petrol 'are no longer
-able.to do.so; and. whether, .under these
circumstances, he will allow the chief .of
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the police a small amount of petrol to be
used for this purpose and no other, in

order to save this tedious delay to owr

soldiers, whose leave is in most’ cases’ ‘of
short duration!?

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
to the BOARD of TRADE (Mr. Wardle):

I will have inquiry made into this matter,

and consider whether any steps of the
nature suggested are necessary.

MILITARY SERVICE.

PrIEsTS AND DEACONS WITH THE FORCES.

31. 8ir J. JARDINE asked whether
under any Army Council Instruction hav-
ing the force of law on the subject of call-
ing up to and exemption from military
gervice different rules are enJomed as
regards persons ordained to priests’ and
deacons’ orders in the Church of England
as by law established, on the one hand,
and persons in that churc-h and in the
Roman Catholic Church who have taken
definite religious vows not recognised by
the ecclesiastical laws and customs sanc-
tioned by Parliament, on the other; and
if he can specify any monastic - orders
which qualify for exemption?

Mr. MACPHERSON : Persons ordained
to priests’ or deacons’ orders, whether in
the Church of England or the Roman
Catholic Church, are men in Holy
Orders, and within the exceptions to
the Military Service .Acts, provided
that they were ordained before the ap-
pointed date applicable to them. As to
persons who have taken definite religious
vows, under current instructions, if they
are working under religious vows and are
officially. recognised by the authorities of
their denominations, they are not called
up without reference to the War Office,
or, as from the 1st November, to the
Ministry of National Service, when each
case is mvestlga.ted and demded on its
own merits.

Army ReSERVE (Crass W).

33. Mr.' BUTCHER asked whether men
are still being transferred to Class W,
Army Reserve, under what circumstances,
and up to what age; whether men in
Class W receive any pay; and whether,
so long as they remain in that class, they
are eligible for pensions or are entitled to
receive any financial help from the local
War Pensions Committees?

31 OcroBER 191%
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Mr. MACPHERSON: The ansiver-fo
the. first part of my hon. and learned
Friend’s question is in the affirmativé!
There is no age limit. Men in Class W.
receive Army pay for their first week of
civil life, or first two weeks if transferred
in substitution; they are eligible for a
pension if found to be suffering from:a
disability due to Army service. The
answer to the last part of the question
is in the affirmative, subject to certain
conditions. I will send my hon. and
learned Friend a copy of the regulations .
on the subject, which will give him fuller
details. A:

Mr. SNOWDEN": Are they entitled to a
pension when still in Class W, or must
they be discharged !

Mr. MACPHERSON: I have said that
they are eligible for a pension if found to
be suffering : from a dlsablllty due to Army
service.

Mr. HOGGE : Is my hon. Friend aware
that a great many of these men transferred
to Class W are suffering from actual
wounds and the loss of a leg or an arm,
and while in Class W they cannot get their
pension? Will he make the men who are
transferred to Class W, suffering from -
these disabilities, eligible for pensions at
once

Mr. MACPHERSON: That is a very
large subject and it would be more appro-
priate to address that question to the
Minister of Pensions.

Mr. HOGGE: I do not know that the
hon. Gentleman is right in assuming that
this question comes within the purview of
the Minister -of Pensions. They are in
Class W and are in the Army.

Mr. MACPHERSON: I will carefully
consider the question along with the Pen-
sions Minister.

Mr. SNOWDEN: Is it not a fact that
the Pensions Minister made strong repre-
sentations to the War Office against this
scandal ?

Mr. MACPHERSON: My own impres-
sion is that all these men are discharged.
{Hox. Memsers: ‘“No!”’| If my hon.
Friends will give me any specific ‘cases’ I
will ha,'ve them carvefully inquired into. ™

Oral Ansiers,

REPATRIATED SOLDIER. e

39. Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD asked
whether a repatriated ‘soldier who has
been a prisoner of war is entitled to ‘a
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[ My Macdonald. ]
full d1scha1ge, and, when these men
secure employment on condition that they
are dlschalged, why obstacles should be
put in their way?

Mr. MACPHERSON: A repatriated
soldier who has been a prisoner of war is
considered for purposes of discharge in
the same manner as any other soldier. 1
am not clear as to what my hon. Friend
refers to in the last part of the question.
Perhaps he will give me further details.

CoNSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS.

40. Mr. R. MACDONALD asked
whether the War Office has instructed its
representatives as to what age a person
has to reach before he has a conscience:
and whether it is with the War Office
concurrence that the military representa-
tive at Birmingham has appealed against
the exemption granted to Harold Russell
Simmons, stating as his reason for doing
so that Simmons is too young to know
what conscience means?

Mr. MACPHERSON: No instructions
of the nature of those referred to by my
hon. Friend in his question haye been

_issued to military representatives. My

hon. Friend will no doubt appreciate that
the age of a person claiming exemption on
conscientious grounds is an important
factor which should be considered, and
the Central Tribunal have so decided in
one of their reported cases.

43. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War if he will take
steps to stop the conduct of the officers
and non-commissioned officers of No. 1
Northern Company, Non-Combatant
Corps, France, who consxstently pursue a
policy of persecutlon and coercion of the
men, 'with a view to breaking their resist-
ance to combatant service and forcing
them to transfer to other units, seeing that
the men, having by persistent hard work
and exemplary conduct kept their part of
the bargain, are determined to resist this
persecution if it is continued ?

. Mr. MACPHERSON : If my hon. Friend

will give me spécific instances,.I will con-
sider the matter, but he will realise that
it. is impossible for me to make inquiries
into general alleg'ttlons of thls nature.

Mr. SNOWDEN : If I send the hon. Gen-
tleman particulars will the men be. pro-
tected?

.HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir
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Mr., MACPHERSON: I have .already

- told the House that if any hon. Member

cares to send me particulars relating to
any case the soldier would be immune from
disciplinary action.

Mr. PRINGLE : Is the hon. Gentleman
aware that a soldier who sent a letter to
a Select Committee of this House  was
punished, and that punishment still stands
against him? :

Mr. MACPHERSON: I know nothing
about that. I am speaking for myself. If
hon. Members write letters to the War
Office about a particular ' grievance con-
cerning a soldier, the soldier will be
immune from d1smphnary actmn

Mr. PRINGLE : Is it not a fact that the:
Army Council have refused to cancelithat
punishment ? _ .

47. Mr. SNOWDEN ‘asked the Prime
Minister what answer the War Cabinet has.

returned to the memorial submitted from’

Dartmoor to the War Cabinet on behalf of
the conscientious objectors employed in
Home Office camps; and whether he will
circulate the memorial to the House as a
Parliamentary Paper?

The SECRETARY of STATE for the
. George
Cave): The Prime Minjster has asked me
to reply to this question. The memorial
referred to complained of the work allotted
to the men employed under the Committee
on Employment of Conscientions Ob=
jectors, and asked that the 'men -should
receive certificates of exemption from all
forms of military service and should be

freed from the contingency which alone

enables the Committee to maintain disci-
pline among them, namely, that in case of
misconduct they should bhe returned to
prison or to the Army. These are pro-
posals which the Government cannot
entertain, and no answer has been. re-
turned to the memollal I do not propose
to circulate it,’ S R

56. Mr. ED-MUND HARVEY asked the
Prime Minister whether nineteen New
Zealanders, conscientious
militaly service, have, after serving a term
of imprisonment in New Zealand, been
f01c1b1y deported to this country a,nd con-

fined in ‘irons at Sling Camp, Salisbury;

and that some of these men have ali'eady
been sent to France; whether this is in

accordance with the promises.made by. the
late Prime Minister and other Mémbers

. of the Government ; and whether steps _wlu

objectors to




L A

TEEW A Y e

1425 War, .
be taken to return- these men from France.
and to treat them in accordance with the
procedure set up by the Government in
other cases?

Mr. MACPHERSON Iundelstand from
the New Zealand a,uthoutles that the only
class of consmentlous ob]ector recognised
there are: “ Those who have been mem-
bers of a rehglous body, the tenets and
doctrines of which religious body declare
the bearing of arms and the performance
of any combatant, service to be contrary to
Divine revelation, and that, according to
their own conscient-ious religious belief,
the bearing of arms and the performance
of any combatant service is unlawful, by
reason of being contrary to Divine revela-
tion.”” No conscientious objectors coming
within this category have been sent to
England from New Zealand. Ten men who
did not fall within its terms recently
arrived with remfmcements, but under
New Zealand law are tréated as soldiers.

Mr. DENMAN: Will the hon. Gentle-
man point out to the.authorities respon-
sible for sending the men here that
conscientious ob]ectms are not wanted in
France? Co

Mr. MACPHERSON: No. I am not
prepared to interfere with the discretion
of the New Zealand Government.

Mr. SNOWDEN: Is it a fact that these
men were placed on shipboard in New
Zealand in irons? .

Mr. MACPHERSON : I have no informa-
tion to that effect.

-Mr. PETO... Is there any plospect of the
Gox ernment-taking the same sensible view
with regard to this conscientious objector
question which is taken by the New Zea-
land authorities? - :

87. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Home
Secretary the redson for not allowing con-
scientious objectors who are granted leave
under special circumstances the -sub-
sistence allowance of 1s. (d per day, in
view of the fact that thesé men are only
receiving 4s. 8d. per week wages and can-
not provide their own subsistence when
on leave out of such an amount as this?

Sir G. CAVE: The hon. Member is mis-
informed. The Committee on "Employ-
ment of Conscientious Objectors are not
under any obligation to provide for the
subsistence' of a. man to whom leave is
granted in special circumstances; but
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" stantial
" friends, the Commifttee have discretion to

_of contract with these men?
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where a man to whom--such . leave is
granted could not otherwise provide for-
his* own subsistence,. or where the pro-
vision of his subsistence would entail sub-
hardship on his relatives .or

Oral Answers.

grant, and do grant, an allowance up “to a

\ mammum of 1s. 7d. a day.

A

MEeDicAL EXAMINATIONS.

44. Mr. WATT asked the Under- Secre-
tary of State for  War whether it is the.
practice of the medical examiners to pass.
for soldiers men who have only one eye:
and, if so, can he say how many soldiers
with this disqualification are at present in
the Army7 :

. MACPHERSON: My hon. Friend is.
rlghtm suggesting that some men with
only one eye have been passed for the
Icwer categories of combatant service,
those known as B 1 and C1; but none of
these are now being passed for any cate-
gory of combatant service. At the pre-
sent time men who have lost the sight of
one eye, if otherwise fit, are passed only
for one or other of the au\ﬂmry services.
of the Army.

Mr. HOGGE: Is my rlght hon. Frlend
aware that there are many men in the
front trenches to-day with only one eye?
I am speaking of the front trenches, and
not of London.

TRANSFERS.

60. Mr. WATT asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for War whether soldiers.
who volunteered for the Motor Transport
as far back as 1914, and have been ‘three-
years in the theatre of war, are now
being transferred to Infantry battalions.
after two or three weeks’ training and
their places taken by newly-arrived con-,
scripts; and, if so, whether this is, in the’
view of his Department, the best way of
utilising the motor engmeellng sklll of
the first-named men?

Mr. MACPHERSON: Young men of
Category A are being transferred from.
the Army Service Corps Mechanical
Transport to the Infantry under the Army.
(Transfers) Act, 1915, Men are tested.
before transfer to ascertain whether ‘their-
skill as motor engineers justifies their re-

tention.

Mr. WATT : Does not this mean a breach
Is the con--
science of the War Office never troubled
about such matters?
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Mr. MACPHERSON:
breach of contract.
are entitled to transfer any man from one
unit to another under the Army (Trans—
fers) Act. ‘

Mr. HOGGE: In transferrmg these men
can the Army authorities reduce their pay
if they still remain efﬁment at then old
jobs?

Mr., MACPHERSON: I am not quite
sure of that. Perhaps my hon. Friend will
put down a question. :

The1 e 1 No

FOX-HUNTING.

32. M. W. THORNE asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War whether he is
aware that discontent has been expressed
with the arrangement made by his Dé-
partment to preserve and maintain the
waseful and food-destroying sport of fox-
hunting ; that tons of valuable oats are, in
consequence, being used to feed thousands
of horses that will never be required by his
Department; that the working classes
regard this arrangement as an evasion to
preserve aristocratic sports at the expense
of the nation’s food supply; whether, as
the public have had to abandon county
cricket, and the majority of football, and
most race meetings, he will see the in-
justice of his Department’s attempt to pre-
serve this sport; and whether, instead of
this arrangement with masters of fox-
hounds, he will take steps to place the
Army horse supply on a business-like foot-
ing which sball not entail a waste of the
nation’s. food?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I explained to
my hon. Friend last February the vital
necessity to the Army of maintaining
hunts, and I am afraid I can add nothing
to what I then said.. The object in view
is the continuance of the breeding and
raising of horses suitable for cavalry
work. The Army have moreover claim on
all ho¥ses used in hunt establishments
which are suitable for military purposes,
and I cannot agree with the sanguine
hope expressed 'by my hon. Friend that it
will never be necessaly to make this claim
effective.

BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR
(TURKEY). i

35. Brigadier-General CROFT asked

the Under-Secretary ~whether his atten-
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tion Las been called to the coridition of the
British prisoners captured at Kut;-and
whether any proposals have been made for
the exchange of prisoners with Turkey'¥

Mr. JAMES HOPE (Lord of the Trea-
sury): The condition of all British pri-
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- soners of war in Turkey is a matter of

constant anxiety to His Majesty’s Gov-l '
ernment. We have repeatedly approached

. the Turkish Government on this matter,
“and we have expressed our willingness to

send representatives to meet representa-
tives of the Turkish Government for the
purpose of discussing terms. I am sorry
to say that so far we ha,ve recewed no

definite’ reply. fu

. General CROFT.: Has the questmn of
the exchange of prisoners been suggested

Mr. HOPE The suggestion to e\changé
prisoners was made many months ago,
but the reply of the Turkish Government
suggested proposals which made the
whole thing fufile.

Mr. GEORGE FABER: Have we more
Turkish prisoners, than they have Brltlsﬁ‘l

Mr. HOPE : I think so.

BRITISH-MADE GUNS (USE BY
ENEMY). .
37. Mr. HOUSTON asked the Under-
Secretary whether he has any information
regarding the use by the enemy of British-
made guns and shells in France or Flan—
ders against our forces? - :
Mr. HOUSTON' Tt has been definitely
ascertained that -a .British 4.5-inch
howitzer, captured by the Germans on
the Eastern front, was being used by
them in Flanders at the beginning ''of
October. .

Mr. HOUSTON: Has my hon..Friend
no further information except in connec-
tion with. one gun?t '

Mr. MACPHERSON: I gave the 'H'o'usé
and my hon. Friend the one piece of
definite information that I had

ITALTAN FRONT (BRITISH TROOPS

AND GUNS).

38. Mr. HOUSTON “asked ‘the Under-
Secretary whethei” he has any information

©as to the number of British troops-and
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 British guns, if any, taken prisoners and
captured by the German and Austrian
forces on the Italian front durmg the
recent enemy advance {- . .

Mr. MACPHERSON: No 1nf01matlonf

has been received from Italy of the loss of
-any British troops or guns.’ I am glad to
say that.the latest reports indicate that
the British guns . have been successfully
withdrawn. _ _
' —— .
COURTS- MARTIAL (DEATH

PEN ALTY)

42. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Under-
Secretary if' he will have ingiiry made
into the case of late Private No.-.A/6730,
ond Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers, who
was sentenced to death after frial by
court-martial to be shot for on active
service deserting His Majesty’s service,
.and who was executed .on the 29th day of
August last, seeing. that this soldier was
only twenty-one years -of age and five
months before ~he had:been invalided
‘home suffering severely from .shell shock;
if he will ascertain if the offence for which
this young man was executed was that
when he was on his way to the trenches
a shell burst close by him, and, being
already completely nerve-shattered,- he
walked away from his regiment; and if
he had since his return to the; front up to
the time of his desertion suffered ternbly
“‘with pams in the head?

Mr. MACPHERSON: No, Sir;»I am
not prepared to. interfere with the dis-
cretion of the Field-Marshal Commanding
.in 'Chief, who, only. confirms the proceed-
ings in cases of this character after the
fullest cons1derat10n

Mr. SNOWDEN Is the War Ofﬁce pre-
pared to allow a scandal like ‘this to go
without inquiry, ,Where a mere boy over-
come with nervousness was executed !

Mr. MACPHERSON : I have not all the
facts at my dlsposal and I hdve not 'had
time to read the case, but, having ‘gone

into a number of these cases sympathetic- .

-ally, T am convinced that:in-each case the
-utmost- consideration was given to the
". relevant, facts, brought-forward very often
{by. medical officers. I am quite convinced

-that cases of this sort are most carefully

considered.
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Mr. CHANCELLOR: Does the hon,

.Gentleman think he is considering the

interests of the Army by sending shell-
shocked soldiers back to the fronp?,

Mr. HOGGE : How is it that young lads
of tender years who fail in their duty are
shot, while generals are promoted? "

Mr. KING As Lhé hon. Member has .
admitted tha,t thelb are numbers ot these

C&SGS'—— ’ - £
M. MACPHERSON dissented.

Mr. KING: The hon. Gentleman ad-
mitted that he had looked into numbers of
these cases, and therefore there must be
numbers ; and, if there are numbers, will
he .consider the setting up of some com-
mittee or tribunal which will consider
them generally, especially in view of the
very strong feeling on the subject? -

Mr. FARRELL: Has the_ihon. Gentle-
man -considered these cases after the
execution .or before? e

Mr. PRINGLE: Has the hon. Gentle-
man investigated the allegations in this
question !

Mr. MACPHERSON : As T have already

stated, I have had no opportunity of in-

vestigating the facts of this case.

Mr. SNOWDEN : Is the hon. Gentleman

.aware that this information was communi-

cated in such a way as to make it offensive ?

Mr. TENNANT: Is it not the case that
no execution of this kind takes place with-

" out the whole of the facts being blought

before the Field- M(ushml Oommaudmg in
Chlef?

Mr. MACFHERSON": N.ot only 1s that
true, but the case is carefully investigated
in all its .aspects, legal and  otherwise,
before it comes fo the Field-Marshal Com-
manding-in-Chief. The Field-Marshal s
just as anxious-about the lives' of his
soldiers as my-hon. Friend who is putting
this question, and my right hon. Friend,
who was two or three years at the War
Office in my position, will, I think; support

me that in each case the greatest possible .

care is taken and everything possible that
can be said in favour of the man accused is
put forward..

Mr. PRINGLE: Does the hon. Gentle-
man think it falr—— S

Mr. .SPEAKER: Hon Membels had
better put.down any further guestions.

Oral Answers. 1430.
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INDIA.
CURRENCY NOTES.

1. Sir J. D. REES asked the Secretary
of State for India whether currency notes
of smaller denomination than Rs.5 have
yet been or when such will be issued ; and
at what figure the silver reserve at present
stands !

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD of
EDUCATION (Mr. Herbert Fisher, re-
plying on behalf -of Mr. Montagu): The
first issues of the new notes—for 2% and
1 rupees—will probably be made at a very
early date. The silver in the paper cur-
rency reserve on the 22nd October stood
at 2,914 lakhs (£19,427,000).

TrA IMPORTS.

2. Sir J. D. REES asked the Secretary
for India whether he can give the House
any information regarding the action
taken by the Government of India or the
Government of Madras upon the resolu-
tions of the United Planters’ Association
of Bouthern India asking that the import
of outside tea into British India should be
prohibited in order to relieve the situa-
tion caused by war conditions and the
present restriction of imports; that the
Government should purchase the stock of
coffee now remaining in India; and. that

early attention should be glven to the
question of providing a fair share of
available tonnage for the export of tea,
coffee, and rubber from Madras, Tuti-
corin, and Malabar ports?.

Mr. FISHER: The question of exciud-
ing foreign tea from India has been
considered, but it has been decided to
take no action. The position has already
been improved by the provision of in-
creased shipping facilities, and should
be further improved by the proposed
arrangements for ensuring regular sup-
plies to this country. Measures have been
taken to relieve -the situation created in
the coffee.industry of Southern India by
import restrictions. The prohibition has
been relaxed to the extent of half this
vear’s crop, and notwithstanding freight
difficulties a fair amount has been

shipped. Special measures for the storage

of the unshipped portion of the crop have
been taken. No proposals to purchase
unsold stocks have been received from the
Government of India. The latter part of

- the hon. Member’s question should be

addressed to the Shipping. Controller.. :

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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WHEAT ELEVATORS.

'3. Colonel YATE asked what steps are
being taker by the Government of India
to further the erection of wheat elevators
in India?

Mr. FISHER: I understand that the
Punjab Government are constructing, as
an experimental measure; an elevator-at
Lyallpur, the centre of the wheat trade of
the Punjab. The War has delayed its com-
pletion.  Until the system has been prac-
tically tried, its suitability to Indian agri-
cultural conditions cannot be confidently
predicted.

: /
Tosacco For SoLpikrs (Durty).

4. Colonel YATE. asked if presenfs of
tobacco and cigarettes sent to soldiers in
India are admitted free of duty; and, if
so, why the same privilege is not accorded
to the officers ?

Mr. FISHER: The concessions already
granted are as stated by the Secretary
of State in reply to the hon. Member for
the College Division of Glasgow on 2Ist
June last. After careful consideration of
various proposals, the Government of
India have decided that they cannot fur-
ther extend these concessions.

Colonel YATE: Is it fair to allow pre-
sents of cigarettes and tobacco for soldiers
to go in ‘duty free and not to give the
same privileges to oiﬁcers’l

Mr. WATT: Is the right hon. Gentle-
man aware that this privilege is granted
by France to our soldiers and officers, and
ought not India to treat them as well as
France treats them?

Mr. FISHER: I was not a“are of the
fact.

Royan INpiaNn MARINE.

5. Colonel YATE asked the Secretary
for India whether the petition presented
to the Viceroy and Goveérnor-General of
India in May, 1916, by the commanders
and senior heutenants of the Royal Indian
Marine has yet been: considered ; and, if
so, whether he can now state rl:he “terms
of the reply? =

Mr. FISHER: No 1nformat10n is avail-
able here regarding the petition in ques-
tion: But the Government of India have
proposed certain measures which were
sanctioned in May and July last respec~
tively, namely: :
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. 1. Grant of certain.supernumerary pro-
motions in succession to officers specially
retained on the active list since 1st
January, 1916, in the rank of 1st grade
commander and chief engineer. .

2. Adoption of naval designations for
officers of the executive and engineer
branches of the Royal Indian Marine, in-
cluding the grant of the rank and title of
captain to officers hitherto designated Ist
grade commanders

Colonel YATE: W111 the right hon Gen-
tleman call for -petition in question?

Mr. FISHER: I will inquire. . -

Ebuocarion. -

8. Mr. KING asked whether - Sir
Sankaran Nair is now the Education
Minister in the Viceroy’s Couricil; if so,
whether in his official capa¢ity he is now
inaugurating the reforms which he pre-
viously advocated; and what progress is
being made with pllmary educatwn in
India?

Mr. FISHER: The answer to the first
question is in the affirmative;. and also. to
the second, with the qualification that the
restrictions imposed on expenditure by the
War have delayed progress in education,
especially in primary education, greatly to
the regret of the Government of India.
The extension of primary education is
closely connected with the political and
administrative questions that are to be
studied this winter by the Secretary of
State and the Government of India.

Mr, KING: As the right hon. Gentleman
is spending more in war time on education
than in peace, will he not represent that
the Government of India should do the
same?

INDENTURED LABOURERS

9. Mr. KING asked the Secretary - cf
State for India whether he has official in-
formation that Indian labourers have gone
to Canada to-do agricultural work; if so,
under what conditions were they recruited
and transported; and whether the in-
dentured system of coolie recrnitment of
labour has .now entirely ceased ? s

Mr. FISHER: There is no such infor-
mation. As * already announced, the
recruitment of indentured labour from
India has been stopped and will not be
revived. . : .

31 OcroBErR 1917
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SiLver CURRENCY.

10. Mr. STEWART asked the Secretary
of State for India whether, in view of the
fact that for some time the price of silver
has been above the equivalent of 1s. 4d.
to the rupee, the Indian Government has
incurred any loss in supplying the neces-
sary rupees for military operatlons m
Mesopotamia and other places, and, if so,
can he state the amount of the loss and
how it will ultimately be met; whether

" the Indian Government has drawn on its
"reserve of rupees coined before the rise

in silver, replacing them in India by a
currency of notes of a low valuation; can
hé state the amount of the new issue of
small notes ; whether this form of currency
is as acceptable to the native population
as the mnetallic currency to which they
have been so long accustomed; and
whether the Indian .Government is pre-
pared to consider the advisability of
joining in any movement to 'stabilise the
price of silver and. mitigate the constant
oscillations and gambling in this currency
medium ? ] .

Mr. FISHER: The purchases of silver

above parity have.been very recent. There
is no reason to believe that rupees coined

' from such silver have gone to Mesopo-

tamia. This being so, the sécond and
third parts of the question do not arise.
As the proposed notes for 24 and 1 rupees

" have not yet been issued, the answer to the

fourth part is in the negative; and the fifth
and sixth parts cannot yet be answered.
With regard to the last pait, the Secreta,ry
of State would, of course, consider any-
thing put before him from a responsible
quarter. :

Mr. STEWART: Will the rlght hon.
Gentleman endeavour to persuade _ the
Indian Government to modify the hostile
attitude towards silver which they ha,ve
adopted of late years 1! :

Mr. FISHER: I was not aware that
there was any hostile attitude.

Furture GOVERNMENT.

48. Sir W. BARTON asked ,the Prime
Minister rwhether, in view of the loyalty
of our Indian fellow sub]ects as shown by
their help in the War, he will take the
opportunity of the visit of the Secretary
of State for India to summon a represen;
tative conference of all the leaders «f

' Indian thought to consider .the. future

government of India?. .
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The CHANCELLOR of the EX-
CHEQUER (Mr. Bonar Law): My righg

-hon. Friend the Secretary’ of- State for

India proposes while in India to hear, in
company with the Viceroy, thé- views of
those who are representative of Indian

_.opinion. T do not think that it would be
"helpful, even if practicable, to- proceed by
; means of a general conference

FIRST BATTLE OF YPRES (COM-

] MEMORATION)
49.. Colonel BURN asked the Prime
Minister if he intends to set .aside

31st October as a day of national celebra-
tion and thanksgiving for the heroic
defence made in the Ypres sector by-the
British Expeditionary Force, and by
which the fate of Europe was saved ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : The Government do
not think it desirable to take the course
suggested by my hon. and gallant Friend.

GERMANY (INTERNMENT OF
" BRITISH SUBJECTS).

50. Major HUNT asked the Prime
Minister whether the skilled workmen who

went from Woolwich to Krupps when Lord |

Haldane reduced the establishment at
Woolwich are still in prison in Germany ;
and whether they were put in prison
before. war was declared and not even

‘allowed to see their wives!?

- Mr. HOPE : If the hon. and gallant
Member will supply me with the names of
the. workmen in question, I will make in-
qulry as. to their present wher eabouts.

" General CROFT: May I ask if all British
subjects in the German Empire are in-
terned. at the present time ?

" Mr. HOPE: No, T think that there are
some exceptions. :

LAND SETTLEMENT (SOLDIERS AND
SAILORS)
HUNT - asked ‘the

51. Major Prime

'Minister whether, in view of the hundreds
"of thousands of sailors “ahd soldiers who

want to settle on 'the land of the United
Kingdom after the’ War, and in view of
the admitted vrgency of’ the matter, he can

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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now say when the Government intend.'to
buy the necessary land; and whether

powers for compulsory purchase ‘will. be

provided if these should be necessary ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : I can add nothing to
the answer given to my- hon. Friend- on
the 18th

" ENEMY AIR -RAIDS::

52." Mr. LYNCH asked the Pri&he

| Minister whether, in view of the fact.that

London has been of late repeatedly and,
successfully raided by aeroplanes and by

* Zeppelins, the War' Cabinet has ever had

in consideration a plan calculated to deal
effectually . with- such: enemy attacks;

 whether any changes have been made in
- the personnel of the Services controlling,

London’s air defence; and, if so, whether

. he will make a complete statement on. the-

point?

“Mr. BONAR LAW: I have nothmg to
add to the very full statements which have.

already been made to the House on thig

subject. .

Mr. LYNCH :Mlght T ask how.far thes

Government is prepared to defend: in-
capacity ¥
means defeat ?

"Mr. BONAR LAW: 1. thlnk that is,
difficult question to .answer, but ]udglng'
by my observation in thls House, the hon..
Member will be, able to judge of it as well
as my\elf

Mr. HOGGE: Will the nght hon. Gen-
tleman say now when, the Government.will
be ready to introduce their proposals with.
regard to the A1r Mlnlstly'l

Mr. BONAR LAW: As 1 have saad T
hope that this Bill will be introduced next
week, but before it is introduced we:
desire that it should “be carefully con-
sidered by the Army Council. As it
happens, the Chief of the Staff is on the
Continent, where he will be for, most of
this week, and that has caused the delay

——

FOOD SUPPLIES.

CompuLsory RaTIONING.

53. Mr. LYNCH  asked the
Minister whether, if the present shortage
of breakfast-table necessaries corresponds

- to the conditions of supply of the country.

Is it realised that 1ncapac1tyL :

Prime
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he will bring the matter to the attentlon :

of the War Cabinet, in order that a general
scheme of .rationing may. be introduced
without delay ; and Whethel if the supply
of foodstuffs is such as to render that step
ma,dv1sab1e, he' will - announce’ radical
changes in the office “of the Food- Con-
tl‘OUEI, begmnmg Wlth the head:? i

Mr, BONAR LAW As rega.rds the ﬁrst .

part of the question, the Food. Controller

will not hesitate to,recommend to. the '
Qabinet a system: of, compulsory. rationing

should - such, a course Dbecome,. in  his

opinion, necessary.. The answer _to she
second part is in the negative. .+ ... ...;

Mr.'LYNCH : May I ask if the right hon.
Gentleman fully realises this question, and
if any Members on the Front Bench are
short of sugar, because honest men outsuie
are? Co

Mr. BONAR LAW I did not catch that
observation.

FRESHWATER FISH

69. Mr. NOEL BUXTON a,sked the
President of the Board of Agriculture
what steps are being taken to increase the
supply of freshwater fish and eels, in pur-
suance of the recommendations of Lord
Desborough’s Committee ?

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD of
AGRICULTURE (Mr. Prothero):" The
Interim Report published by the Fresh-
water Fish Committee, to which I think
my hon. Friend refers, does not contain
any actual recommendations for increasing
the supply of freshwater hsh and eels.
Such recommendations, it is understood,
will be included in the further Report
which the Committee propose to present
in due course. In the meantime the Com-
mittee are continuing their investigations,
which, it .is understood, will include
experiments m the culture a,nd ca»ptme
of eels. ot

Mr. BUXTON: Does the Government
not think this source of food supply, _which
is 50 great a factor in other countries, is
worth serious attention and vigorous
action? o o

Mr. PROTHERO: I am certainly of that
opinion.

PoraToEs.
67. Mr, KELLY asked .the President of

the . Boa,rd of Agucul’oure whether he-is
now in’a position to issue detalled regu-

lations regardmg the guaranteemg of the 1
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price of £6 a ton for potatoes;:in view. of

.the fact that - that . guarantee, became

operative on the 15th September and that

.some difficulties have arisen in securing
that price, in certain loca.l ,markets} -

Mr. PARKER (Lord of the Treasury)
I have been asked to reply. I must refer
the hon. Member to the answer given
vesterday to the right hon: Member for

West Islington by my right hon. .Friend

the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Mr. LOUGH (by Private Notice): I1beg
to ask the Leader of the House whether
he 1s now-in a position to state how it is
proposed to give effect to the guarantee as
to the price of potatoes since the 16th Sep-

tember, and ;whether farmers who. have

been compelled to sell at a lower price
since that date, will receive compensation

Mr. BONAR LAW.: It is quite right that
my right hon. Friend and: the .House
should desire-to receive such’ information
as we can .give before the subject is’dis-
cussed ; but I'am not in a position to state
how the matter is going to be dealt with,
and, therefore, whatever is fto be said
about it must be said by my. right hon.
Friend the Minister of ‘Agriculture. In
answer to the last part of the question, it
is certain that we will carry out-the pledge
which we have given. Therefore, if any-
one choses to sell below that price that
has been fixed, I think that he is acting
very foolishly.

" Mr. WING: Will 'the amount that 1s
stated in the Order interfere in any way
with potatoes being sold at a lower price,
and, if so, is the country supposed to make
up the deficiency 7

Mr. BONAR LAW: I have answered the
last part of the question-already. The
reason for not allowing it to be sold at a
lower price is that if this is doné farmers
may think that there will be a margin for
which a market will not be obtained, and
therefore they will think that they are
being left and rush to sell. The Govern-
ment will keep their pledge. Therefore,

in my opinion, anyone. who choses to. sell

for a lower price is doing so. at his. own
I‘lSk

Mr. LOUGH Wlll my .right hon.
Friend say how the. case. is to be dealt

with, of the grower who has had to reahse :

since the 15th September, where he..can-

not get the price that, the Government ..

guarantee ?
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- secured to the growers.

Mr. BONAR LAW: It is obvious that

‘this question must be dealt with by a more ’

comprehénsive statement than can be
made’ ih answer to questions, All I can
say is that the Government do intend to

keep their pledge, but, as I understood

that pledge, it was that the price would be

Mr. FARRELL: Are we to understa'-nd

from “the right hon. Gentleman that in

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Ireland the minimum price of £6 per ton

1s stlll to be enforced?

Mr. BONAR LAW : I have already said
that the Food Controller is not prepared

-questions.

Mr. FARRELL: Is not the fixing of a
aminimum price in Ireland simply feeding :
[

the dog on his own tail?

‘Mr. J. MASON: Do the Government
realise that the real danger is that the '
more perishable kind of potatoes may rot?

Mr. BONAR LAW: The Government |
We know that °

realise that thoroughly.
the resuls of what has been done has been
to increase greatly the amount of food in
the country, to the extent of 2,000,000 tons,
and we are determined that that food
shall not be wasted.

Waear COMMISSLON.

- 73. Mr. BOWERMAN asked the Presi-
dent of the Beard of Trade if he can state
the financial results of the purchase.and
sale operations undeltaken by the Wheat
Commission ?

Mr.. PARKER The financial results of
the purchase and sale operations under-
taken by .the Wheat Commission have
been . recently  reviewed by the Select
Comm1ttee on Natlonal Expenditure, and
I would Tefer the hon. Member to their
first rep01t T

o IMPORTED MEAT.
78, Mr W. THORNE asked the Secre—

__tary to the Board of Trade whether he is

aware that his predecessor suggested that

“in the control of 1mp01ted meat the

workers’ organisations should “be repre-
seritéd upon' Sir: Thomas Robinson’s
advisory con;umttee, and whether, if he
endorses 'that suggestlon, he w111 com-
fiinicate with the variéus' trade’ unions
concerned, namely, the National Utiion of

4o state exactly in what way he proposes .
‘to meét this difficulty. That must be
stated in discussion, and not in answer to i
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Journeymen Butchers, the, Na’cioﬁal UI_li'O“l’l
of - General ~Workers, and the Do.c:k
Labourers’ Union of Liverpool?

Mr. WARDLE: I do nob think my. ple-
'decessor made such a suggestion, inasmuch
.as there 1s no advisory committee in con-
nection with the control -of imported
meat. The Board of Trade, through S
“Thomas Robinson, occaswna,lly consult
“their-selling ageénts and market 'salesmen
‘as to the state of the meat market, 'd@nd
if the unions mentioned will let me have
-any suggestions they may deésire to make
bearing on the matter, I sha,ll be pleased
to consider themi.

COUNTY LONGFORD AGRICULTURAL
COMMITTEE

83. . Mr. J. P FARRELL.asked the Vlce—
President of the Department of Agricul-
ture (Ireland) whether his attention has
been called to the resélution passed by the
County Longford Committee of Agrical-
ture at their meeting of the 5th ultimo
pointing out the ma.dequacy of the funds

of the committeée for their regular agricul-

tural schemes afid representing: to the
Department 'the necessity to provide
adeéquate funds to prevent a break in or
injury to the essential work of the agricul-
tural development-of the county ; whether
such funds for approved regular county
schemes have yet been secured; and,. if
not, will he urgently press the mattel on
the proper authorities ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY - for - IRE-
LAND (Mr. Duke):: The Departmeént - of

Agriculture have received 'the resolution’

referred to. Additional’ funds to supple
ment Grangs to county committees for the
purposes of local schemes- are not'"at
present available.
which the Depar tment 1s g1v1ng attentlon

Mr. FARRELL: Is the right hon. Gen-
tleman aware that in consequence of these
funds having been reduced a great number
of important agricultural - schemes “for
Ireland are pr actlcally unable to 'be put
into operation? ¢’ " oo

Mr., DUKE: T ca,nnot say that I: a_,_r_q
aware of any lmportant schemes not

having been put iitd operation.” - o
Lo

- WAR AIMS o
b4, Mr "TREVELYAN asked the Primé

Mmlster whether he is‘how prepared’ to
make any further' stateient in regard’‘to

The matter is oné to
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whether the question of defining the war
aims of the Allies, as desired by the
Russian Government, will be undertaken
by the coming Allied Conference?

Mr. BONAR LAW: There is no state-
ment to be made at present with regard
to the Conference on War Aims., As I have
already indicated, the Conference that
meets in the middle of November is con-
cerned with the conduct of the War.

ALLIES’ CONFERENCE (WAR
MEASURES).

" 55 Mr. R. MACDONALD asked the
Prime Minister whether any change has
taken place as regards the purpose of the
Conference of the Allies at Paris so that it
is no longer accurate to describe it as a
War Aims Conference; and whether the
Russian Government has been. informed
of,. and comncurs in, the change?

Mr. BONAR LAW : The Conference has
been called to consider the general situa-
tion in the War, and take measures for the
further co-operation among the opponents
of the Central Powers to bring it to a
victorious conclusion. This has always been
the object of this particular Conference.

Mr. TREVELYAN: Might I ask the
right hon. Gentleman whether he is aware

that Mr. Kerensky; in that Proclamation:

to the Russian people reconstituting his
Government after the Korniloff affair, said
that ‘“this Conference will discuss several
questions connected with the common War
of the Allies, and our representatives will
seek to obtain an understanding on the
basis of the principles of the Russian
Revolution,”” and whether that does not
mean a discussion of war aims?

Mr. BONAR LAW: My attention has
not been called to that statement, but what
I stated is correct. This Conference has

been called for the special purpose of the

conduct of the War. A subsequent Con-

ference may very likely be held deahng

with these other matters.

Mr. TREVELYAN: Do I understand
from that that the Conference mentioned
by the Minister for Blockade and by the
Foreign Secretary in reply to.questions
by myself refers not to this Conferencé
but to the next Conference which 1t is in
contemplation to be held?

31 OctoBER 1917
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, would be more useful to put questions of
: that kind to the MlDlStelS to whom thev

may refer.

Mr. R. MACDONALD Would the rlght
hon. Gentleman help to clear up a mis-
understanding by saying whether this Con-

- ference about, which he has been answering

is the same thmg that has been advertised
for a long time in the Press .or whether it
1s somethlng quite 1ndependent of that
Conference? .

Mr. BONAR LAW : T am afraid it is hot
s0 easy to clear it up. I do not know what
has been advertised in the Press 1 have
clea,rly stated that this particular Confer-
ence is a Conference to consider the con-
duct of the War and was called for that
purpose. .

Mr. LEES SMITH: Does the right hon.
Gentleman recollect that at the meeting at
the Albert Hall, which he attended, the
Prime Minister stated that this was to be a
military and political Conferenee, and has
there been any change in pohcy since that
date?

Mr. BONAR LAW : Does the hon. Mem: _
ber really think that, a political Conference
is not necessarily also for the conduct of
the War? - :

61. Mr. LYNCH asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for War whether the authori-
ties in- charge of the air defences of
London possess any gun .capable of
effectively shelling Zeppelins at the
maximum height to which they can rise;
and, if not, whether such a gun is avail-
able or in course of manufacture ?-

Mr. PETO: On a point of Order, Mr.
Is it in order for hon. Memkers
to put down questions so worded that they
can only be calculated to injure this
country, and give information to the
enemy ?

- Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for
each Member to reconcile with his own

COHSCIGHCC

Mr. LYNCH: May I reply to the romt
of Order by submitting that I consider the
greatest injury that can be done to this
country is the continued incapacity which
this question is directed to remove?

Mr. MACPHERSON : The answer to the .
first part of the question is in the affirma-
tive, and the second part does not, there-

A fore, arise.

B
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' FLAX CONTROL BOARD.

62. Mr. KELLY asked the  Financial
Secretary to the War Office whether, in
view of the fact that representatives of
the War Department, the Department of
Aeronautical Supplies, the Admiralty,-the
Irish Department of Agriculture; the
Scoftish and Irish spinners, are all in-
cluded in the Flax Control Board; but no
representative of the Irish flax growers
has been included, he will select such a
representative and add his name as a'
member of the board?--

-Mr. FORSTER: Two representatives of
the Irish -Department of Agriculture are
members of the Flax Control Board. "It
is not considerd necessary—at all events at
this stage—to add a direct representative
of the Irish flax growers on the board.

- Mr.HUGH LAW: Is it considered, then,
that the flax- -growers have less interest in
the proper working of the Control Board
than the spinners?

- Mr. FORSTER: No, Sir; because the

Board of Control regulates the matter
after the flax is grown.

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE
(SOLDIERS).

' 64. Captain BLAIR asked the Financial |
Secretary to the War Office the estimated

cost to the public and the estimated per-
centage of saving in administration ex-
penses if soldiers were relieved from
paying their contribution to national
health insurance; and if these considera-
tions were taken into account recently
while . revising the soldiers’ pay and
allowances !

S M. FdRSTER : This pbint is now under
consideration.

ARMAMENT  ARTIFICERS.

65. Mr. CROOKS asked the Financial
Secretary to -the War Office - whether,
although it was customary for armament
artificers to receive an increase of 1s. per
day after three-years’ service, if recom-
mended, it is now taking at least nine
years for a man to get the advance, while

serve fifteen years before they will get it ;
whether a number of artificers have been

HOUSE OF COMMONS

" some cases for

acting as temporary warrant officers, in i
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eightéen mohths,' and
whether he will consider the question of
increase in pay, the possibility of appoint--

- ing to full rank those acting as temporary.

warrant officers, and the possibility of
making artificers eligible for the post of
inspector of ordnance machinery in view’
of their qualifications and the. varied’
technical work they -are capable of - and.
called upon to do? -

Mr. FORSTER: The increase of 1s. per
diem in the pay of armament artificers has
never been given automatically after

' three-years’ service, but is given only to a

limited establishment, of specially selected
artificers who have had at least three
years’ sérvice. In view of the slowness of
promotion to the higher grade, the num-

~ber of artificers. who may receive the
" higher rate has been. temporarily increased

during- the . War. Temporary warrant

" officers.receive pay.as such and are -given
- temporary .warrants for the period of the
t War. It is regretted that it is not pos-
" sible to give them permanent promotion
" except as vacancies arise.
. the outbreak of war, ‘a new commissioned
“rank of assistant inspector of ordnance

Further, since

machinery has been created, which is
filled by promotwn from among armament

artificers.

WAR LOANS.
~ Srock ExCHANGE SERVICES.
57. Sir J. JARDINE asked the Chan-

- cellor of the Exchequer whether any official

acknowledgment has been made of the.
services rendered by the stockbrokers of
London and other towns and cities in the
United Kingdom in procuring subscrip-

" tions to the last War Loan and its pre-
' decessors 1

Mr. BONAR LAW: I am well aware of
the part played by the Stock Exchanges

" in this matter, and I am glad to have this
. opportunity of acknowledging publicly
. the: great assistance which has
- rendered by stockbrokers in all parts. of

been

the Kingdom in connection with War Loan
subscriptions

Mr. SNOWDEN: Can the rlgh’o hon.
Gentleman say how much money these

' stockbrokers have made out of these

transactions?

Mr. BONAR LAW : No; but I am bound"
to say, from my experience in connection
with the Loan, that that certainly was not
the chief motive. .
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STEAMSHIP  FREIGHTS.

59. Mr. HOUSTON. asked the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer whether it was
with his knowledge and approval that the
Ministry of Shipping recently issued in-
structions to certain Conference Line
steamship owners to increase their rates
of freight by 50 per cent.?

Mr. BONAR LAW: The fixing of rates
in ships requisitioned by the Government
is left by the Cabinet to the Minister of
Shipping. I am, of course, not consulted
in regard to any particular rates.

Mr. HOUSTON : Now that my right hon.
Friend is aware of this, does he approve of
the action of the Shipping Controller?

Mr. BONAR LAW: It altogether de-
pends upon:the intention and the effect of
it. I cannot judge without knowing the
facts. ’

Mr. PRINGLE : Does not the right hon.
Gentleman think that this is a matter for
Treasury control, owing to the effect this
has on prices, both as against the Govern-
ment and as against the consumer in this
country ?

Mr. BONAR, LAW: It-is a matter, of
course, for the decision of the Govérnment
of the country. If the idea in-the guestion
is that revenue is coming to the Treasury
in consequence, well, I should not be sorry
to see it, if other- circumstances Justified
it; but 1t is not the case. The object is to
ensure that the Government. does not, lose.

Mr. PRINGLE : But does not the
Government lose, owing to the prices
being forced up against- them; because
the prices depend upon the 1ncreased
freights ?

Mr. BONAR LAW: Does the hon. Mem-
ber mean to imply. that the Government
ought to carry goods at less.than cost in
order to keep down prices !

Mr. PRINGLE : They are fixing prices.

Mr, HOUSTON: Will the riglit hon.
Gentleman: denounce the Shipping Con-
troller as a profiteer and a gentlemdn
making excessive profits, at any rate in
the early part of the year?

" Mr. BONAR LAW : I do not know what
the hon. Member. means. If he méans
that the Shipping Controller is making
personal profits——

Mr. HOUSTON : No.

31 Ocrorer 1917
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Mr. BONAR LAW : Then he ought to
denounce the Government..

Mr. HOUSTON : Exactly!

. Mr. BONAR LAW: I should be sorry
to denounce the Government for making
profits, but I am afr a1d they are not being
made.

Mr. PRINGLE: Are not these profits
made at the cost of the general taxpayers
and, therefore, an indirect form of
taxation ?

Mr. BONAR LAW: I have already said
that no profits are intended to be made.

- The object is to fix rates to cover the cost

the Government incurs.

BASIC- SLAG.

66. Mr. PETO asked the President of the
Board of Agriculture.whether basic slag is
now unobtainable by agriculturists in this
ccuntry and the whole of the unsold stock
has been taken over by the Government
to meet the requirements of agriculturists
in Ireland; and, if so, whether he can
state the reason of this actlon'l -

. Mr. PROTHERO: The hon. Member
has been misinformed. The makers of
basic slag have, in the majority of cases,
sold their output in advance ‘to dealers
and merchants, but the Board have no
reason to suppose that farmers generally
are unable to obtain supplies from their
usual merchants. The production of slagis
much larger this season than in previous
years, and every effort is being made to
increase the output still further. Accord-
ing to the Board’s information, the
quantity purchased by Irish merchants
is not in excess of the.supply to which
that country is fairly entitled.

Mr. PETO: Is the right hon. Gentleman
aware that makers are now informing
merchants that they have no stocks of
basic slag and are not likely to have any
to deliver before the end of February
next?

Mr. PROTHERO:: I_ am not aware of
that, and I should very much doubt the
truth of it; but if the hon. Member will
give me the information, I will make in-
quiries.

Mr. MOONEY: Is it a fact that the
Department has taken over the manufac-
ture?
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Mr. PROTHERO': The Department has
not taken over the manufacture of basic
slag. "

Mr. MOONEY : Then the allegation in
the- question is.untrue.

TRAWLING (START BAY REOPEN-
: ING).

70. Colonel BURN asked the President
of the Board of Agriculture if he will con-
sider the reopening of Start Bay for
trawlers now that the restriction imposed
by the Admiralty at the beginning of the
War is understood to be removed?

Mr. PROTHERO : The northern part of
Start Bay will shortly be open to fishing
vessels trawling under sail or motor power
and authorised to fish by permits issued
by-the Board’s district inspector for the
locality. The permits will carry with them
certain conditions, of which due notifica-
tion will be given.

Colonel BURN: When may the opening
of the bay be expected’l Can the right
hon. Gentleman give me any date?

Mr. PROTHERO: I believe the notice i is
actuaﬂy going out now.

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (COUNTY
HALL BUILDING).

.72. Mr. GILBERT asked the First Com-
missioner of Works for what Departments
and for what purposes the new County
Hall buildings and the new Sessions House
a.t Newington Causeway are to be used?

', The FIRST COMMISSIONER OF
WORKS (Sir Alfred Mond): Certain por-
tions of the London County Council new
County ‘Hall buildings: are being prepared
to provide additional accommodation for
the Ministry of Food. The London Council
new Sessions House, Newington Cause-
way, Wwill shortly be occupied by the
National Service Department Recruiting
Sectlon

:T-RA'VE!LLIN.G PRIVILEGERS (MINERR).
' 74. Mr. HINDS asked the President of
the Board of Trade whether- similar
travelling privileges to :those enjoyed by
the. Army Reserve munition workers can

be extended to miners and similar workers 4

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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whe do work of national importance, and
who desire to travel to their homes each
week ; and, if so, must they enrol as" war
work volunteers in order to obtain this
privilege?

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
to the MINISTRY of NATIONAL
SERVICE (Mr. Beck): My right hon.
Friend has asked me to reply. My hlon.
Friend appears to be misinformed as to
the privileges enjoyed by Army Reserve
munition workers. Neither they nor war
work volunteers are granted free travelling

. facilities to visit their homes each week.

They are, however, granted free travelling
warrants to visit their homes upon certain
recognised trade holidays, provided they
were transferred to work away from their
homes by the direction of the Minister of
Munitions or the Minister of National
Service, as the case may be. Miners and
similar workers will, under the conditions
governing the scheme, be eligible for en-
rolment as war work volunteers should the
demand and occasion arise.

SYNTHETIC INDIGO.

77. Sir J.'D. REES asked the Secretary
to the Board of Trade whether German
synthetic indigo is finding its way into the
United Kingdom through Switzerland and
as the manufacture of that country; and,
if he has no information to this effect,
whether he will seek such at the India
Office, in view of the fact that among those
engaged in the natural indigo trade in
India, it is believed that such importation
is being effected ?

Mr. WARDLE: All synthetic indigo im-
ported into this country from Switzerland
is required to be accompanied by British
consular certificates of non‘enemy origin,
and neither my right hon. Friend the
Secretary of State for India nor I have
any information tending to show that
German indigo is being imported from
Switzerland. If the hon. Member has any
evidence to that effect, I should be glad to
receive if, in order that inquiry may be
made.

MUNITIONS.
AceryLENE Gas.
' 86. Major LANE-FOX asked the

Minister of Munitions whether he is aware
of the number of faimers: whose only
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means of lighting their premises is by |
acetylene gas, . especially duung the
present scarcity of paraftin; and whethel !
he can reconsider the stoppage of the sale
of carbide by his DepaltmenH

sir W. EVANS (Jomt Parhamentary ’
Secretary to thé Ministry of Munitions):
Owing to the shortage of supplies, it has
been necessary to limit the-use -of calcium -
carbide almost entirely to’ industrial pur-
poses connected with the manufacture of
munitions of war and with' shipbuilding.
All _applications  for this material for :
illuminating purposes have for some time :
been refused. Various substitutes are -
available. I regret that farmers have had
to suffer in common with other members :
of the community. .

Mr. TENNANT: Will the right hon.
Gentleman give information as to what
possible substitute can be used in houses
which are lit entirely by this method, and
where there is no alternative!? '

Sir W. EVANS: I can only suggest oil
lamps and candles.

Major -\LANE-FOX: Where oil is not
available can the right hon. Gentlema.ni
suggest what can be uséd?

Sir W. EVANS: Oandles, so far as they
will go.

————

DEFENCE OF THE REALM ACT.
INTERNMENTS (ALFONSO PALCIC).

90. Mr. O’'LEARY asked the Home
Secretary whether, in view of the fact
that it is not the policy of the Government
to intern all alien enemy subjects belong- -
ing to disaffected races under enemy rule’
unless they prove their friendly disposi-
tions by enlisting in the British Army, he '
will explain on what grounds the Croat-
Slav Alfonso Palcic has been selected and .
interned because he did not give such
proof of friendly dispositions; and
whether he will cause an inquiry to be
made into all the allegations, if any,
against Palcic, the source of those allega-
tions, and all the circumstances connected
with his internment?

Sir G. CA\_/E : I cannot add anything to
my three previous answers to the hon.
Member on this subject. - :

Mr. O’LEARY : Does the right hon.
Gentleman not see the necessity of holding -
an- inquiry into the circumstances con-:
nected with the case? J
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Sir G. CAVE: I have already mvestl-
gated 1t v

DeporTATION (ABRAHAM BEZALEL). ~

91. Mr. KING asked on “what condi-
tions Abraham Bezalel, late secretary of
the Foreign Jews’ Protection’ Committee,
was offered his release from internment;
why he was deported without trial; "to
what country he has been deported;.and
whether the police ~authorities. supplied
the photograph of him in French uniform
which appeared in the Press!?

Sir G. CAVE : The hon. Member is mis-
taken in thinking that this man was
interned. He was arrested with a-view
to deportation, and the deportation was
postponed as an act of grace pending the
consideration of an application by his
representative for his release on an under-
taking as to his future conduct. As he
declined to give an undertaking which T
could regard as sufficient, the deportation
order was enforced, and he was placed
on a ship leaving this- country for Scan-
dinavia, bemg in possession of a passport
valid for.a journey to his own country,
Roumania. I have no information as to
the last part of the question.

Apvisory CoMMITTEE (WITNESSES).

Mr. WHITEHOUSE asked whether in’
cases of persons interned under Regula-
tion 14B of the Defence of the Realm
Act the witnesses brought before the
Advisory Committee are in any way
pledged to secrecy!?

Sir G. CAVE : The answer is in the nega-
tive, but it is always made clear to wit-
nesses that the investigations conducted
by this Committee are of a highly con-
fidential character.

MINERAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
(OIL PRODUCTION). o

92. Sir JOHN AINSWORTH ‘-asked
whether the British Mineral Resources
Committee, appointed to deal with the
examination and development of such
mineral properties, other than coal or iron
ore, in the United Kingdom "as aré con-
sidered to be likely to be of special value
for the purposes of the War, has yet re-
ported, or whether they have expressed
any opinion on the possible production of
oil ; and whether the Committee can pro-
ceed under thé Defence of the Realm Act
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and the Acquisition of Land Act, with the

consent of the Treasury, to make the
necesary explorations?

Sir W. EVANS: I have been asked to

answer this question. I assume that my
hon. Friend refers to the expert Com-
mittee appointed to advise the Director
of the Mineral Resources Development
Branch of the Ministry of Munitions. This
Committee has not yet reported. A sepa-
rate Department of the Ministry deals
with the home production of oil. The
‘powers to make -the necessary borings and
‘explorations are. dependent upon the
passing of the Bill which is at present
before the House.

Sir J. AINSWORTH: Can the hon.
Gentleman inform us whether there is any
-reason why they should not proceed with
investigations relating to oil under the
existing law 1

Sir W. EVANS: I am afraid we have
not sufficient power under the existing
law to do as the hon. Member suggests.

OIL SUPPLY (UNITED KINGDOM).

20. ‘Mr. DENMAN asked the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, whether, in view
* the need for increased supplies of oil,
progress has been and is being made under
the  powers already available to the
Government in boring for petroleum in the
‘United Kingdom ?

The CIVIL LORD OF THE
.ADMIRALTY (Mr. Pretyman): It is not
in the public interest to publish details;
but such preliminary steps have been
taken as were considered possible pending
the passing of the Petroleum Production
‘Bill.

Mr. DENMAN : Is ithe House to under-
stand that the Government are not delay-
ing matters while the Bill is in progress
through the House?

Mr. PRETYMAN : I cannot go so far as
to say that.

Mr. PRINGLE: Will the Government
see that the proved resources of the
‘country in shale oil .are exploited tho-
‘roughly before any hare-brained schemes
‘are undertaken?
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Mr. PRETYMAN : We are trying to
develop the resources of the country as far
as we can, whether in liquid oil or in
shale oil.

Mr. PRINGLE : Is not the Government
taking more shale oil from the Scotch fields
at the present time than ever before?

Mr. PRETYMAN : It is taking con-
siderably more shale oil than before, but
that is a mere drop in the ocean of our
requirements.

Mr. DENMAN : Is it a fact that the
Government are delaying the production
of oil merely because they cannot pay
royalties? '

Mr..PRETYMAN : It is not the fact. - It
is not on the question of royalties at all.
That is not the point. The point is that we
have no authority to spend money on ex-
ploration -of a’ speculative character for

-oll without the authority of the House.

Westminster Hall.

71. Mr. KING asked the First Commis-
sioner of Works whether he can make a
statement about the fleche recently
erected on the roof of Westminster Hall ;
whether he is aware that .architectural
authorities consider the fleche ill-de-
signed; will he say who designed this
erection ; .and what was the cost?

Sir A. MOND : The question of what
course should be taken avhen the removal
of the fleche erected by Sir John Soane in
1821 was necessitated owing to the repairs
to the roof of Westminster Hall was sub-
mitted by my predecessor to the Ancient
Monuments Board for England. In accord-
ance with this Board’s decision, the.pre-

-sent fleche was erected according to

designs prepared in my Department. I
know of no more competent architectural
authority to advise on the treatment of
ancient historical buildings. I am not
aware that any competent architectural
authority agrees with the statement made
by the hon. Member. The cost was
£3,200. :

Mr. KING : Why cannot the name of this

genius in architecture be given to us!?

Sir A. MOND : T shall be pleased to give
my. hon.. Friend, if he puts a question

‘down, the names and composition of the
. Board, and he will find it includes some

of the most eminent architects in this
country.
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EXCESS PROFITS DUTY
(PETROLEUM INTERESTS).

Mr. CURRIE asked the Chancellor of
the Exchéquer whether an owner of land
who sells, not for a royalty but for a lump
cash payment his interests, such as they
may ‘be, in a quantity of petrolenm under
his land to" an-oil merchart or syndicate
either at auction or by private treaty, will
be required to pay Excess Profits Duty on
the net profits -arising out of such a trad-
ing operation in the same way and on the
same scale as a shopkeeper or co-operative
trading society selling oil by the gallon
across the counter; and, if not, whether
he will introduce legislation to place large
and small sales on the same plane of
taxation?

1453

Mr. BONAR LAW : Excess Profits Duty’

is charged upon excess profits arising from
a trade or business, and the question
whether the proceeds of a given sale con-
stitute the profits of a trade or business is
one to be determined upon the particular
facts of each case. Where the sale is an
isolated transaction of a capital nature,
the proceeds (whether small or large)
could not ordinarily be regarded as profits
of & business carried on by the vendor, and

would not, therefore, be chargeable to

Excess Profits Duty.

DEATH DUTIES (WAR LOAN). -

Mr. CURRIE asked the Chancellor of
the Exchequer whether, in view of the
fact that 4 per Cent. War Loan does not
carry the privilege of being accepted:in
payment of Death Duties, even when con-
verted into 5 per Cent. Loan by executors,
he has considered the advisability of
accepting it for this purpose upon terms
considered equitable by the Treasury?

Mr. BONAR LAW : As the terms of issue
of the 4} per Cent. War Loan do not give
it the privilege of being accepted in pay-
ment of Death Duties it would not be
equitable to the general taxpayer for.the
Treasury to accept it at any higher price
than could be obtained by a sale in the
market. There would be no advantage
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to a holder in tendering it at such price
as compared with’ selllng it and tendering
cash.

Written Answers.

INCOME TAX.
AVOIDANCE.

Mr. CURRIE asked the Chancellor of
the Exchequer whether he has been in-
formed of any action taken by the com-
mittees of the London or other ‘stock
exchanges in connection with the practice
known as stradling with a view to avoid-
ing payment of Income Tax; whether any
inquiry has been made by the Inland
Revenue Department with the object of
ascertaining whether the practice defeats
the revenue or merely effects redistribu-
tion of liability for tax between buyers

“and sellers; and, if so, with what result?

Mr. BONAR LAW :1 have no special in-
formation on the subject. The Commis-
sioners of Inland Revenue are considering
whether the character and extent of ihe
practice referred to are such as to call
for any action to prevent the avoidance
of Income Tax. I may point out to my
hon. Friend that the danger of loss to the
revenue ig limited to the dividends of
securities which are paid without deduc-
tion of Income Tax, and there is no reason
to suppose that the revenue has hitherto
suffered any loss from operations of thls

natuve.

ArMY PENSIONS.

Major H. TERRELL asked the Secre-
tary to the Treasury whether the pensions
granted to the widows of officers and men
killed in the War are liable to Income Tax;
and, if so, will the Government take steps
to relieve such widows from such liability
on the ground that they have already
made more than their share of sacrifice in
the War?

Mr. BALDWIN : These pensions are and
always have been income taxable under
the provisions of the Income Tax Acts.
Whether they are in fact charged with
duty depends upon the amount of the total
income - from all sources. The. . widow
who§e .total income 1s within . the
exemption limit pays no tax, and where
the income exceeds that limit the various
statutory abatements are allowed. The
considerations suggested in the second
part of the question,. however appropriate
to the determination of the amount of the
pension, are hardly relevant to the ques-
tion of ‘liability to Income Tax.
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FOOD SUPPLIES.

BurcHERS (REGISTRATION).

Mr. W. THORNE asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the. Ministry of
Food, whether he will issue a Regulation
compelling all salesmen who sell Govern-
ment imported -Australasian - meat -to
retail butchers to -preserve the address of
the purchaser and on the same day as the
sale -to forward particulars -to the local
food control committee so as to enable
them to exercise proeper supervision- and
stop the robbery of the public which is at
present existing?

Mr. PARKER: It is proposed at a.u
edrly date to issue an Orvder providing for
the registration of all wholesale and
retail butchers. The system of ngstm-
tion proposed will be such as to secure an
adequate supervision of the sale of-both
imported and home-killed meat, and to
prevent such practices as those to- which
the hon. Member alludes. Meanwhile, the
suggestion made in the question will
receive the careful consideration of the
Food -C‘ontroller.

+ . . FoxmouNDs (QATMEAL).

Mr. W. THORNE asked the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Food
whether he is aware of the amount of oat-
meal consumed in feeding foxhounds, and
that in consequence the price is raised
when required for purposes of human
food; and whether he will issue notices
to the country police to keep watch and
prevent waste of this description from
arising in future?

-Mr. PARKER: The feeding of hounds
with oatmeal is not forbidden by Statu-
tory -Order, but the'Master of Foxhounds’
Association have voluntarily agreed not to
purchase further supplies of oatmeal for
this purpose during the period of the
War. In view of this undertaking, no
ful ther action is considered necessary.

Foxges (DEPREDATIONS).

.:Mr. W. THORNE asked the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Food
whether he is aware that the examination
of the poultry funds of 160 fox hunts over
thie last five years reveals an average
expenditure of £250 per annum per estab-
lishment in compensation for destroyed
poultry ; that at 2s.. per fowl this implies
an annnual destruction of 400,000 head. of

poultry ; that it is computed on the average !
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what is paid for is only a percentage of the
total destruction; that foxes have in-
creased enormously during the last two
years; and whether his Depa,rtment is now
prepared to adopt, the spggestion made to
them last Februaly and put a reward of
£1 per head on every fox destroyed!?

Mr. PARKER: I have not been able to
check the figures given in the first part of
the question, but I understand that the
destruction of poultry by foxes has con-
siderably decreased since the outbreak.of
war. I cannot agree with my hon. Friend’s
assertion that foxes have increased enor-
mously during the last two years. My
information is that their number has been
50 considerably reduced that it is unneces-
sary to adopt the suggestion made in the
last part of the question. '

BARLEY

Mr. BENTHAM asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry = of
Food whether he is aware that, owing to
brewers being able to give 5s. 3d. per

‘quarter more for barley than millers,. they

are always able to secure the best quahty,
leaving inferior goods for bread; and
that they frequently completely clear the
markets, so that millers requiring barley
for bread have to go without any; and
whether he will take steps at once to
‘abolish the 5s. 3d. preference now given
to brewers over millers?

Mr. PARKER : The object of permitting
maltsters to pay to farmers 5s. 3d. per

.quarter more than millers was to allow

farmers to obtain extra prices for the -
types of barley known as malting bariey.
These types are not those best adapted
for milling. Owing to the limitation of
brewing, less than half the crop-of barley
will be allowed to be used for malting,
and it is expected that as soon as thresh-
ing becomes miore general any difficulty
experienced by millers in obtaining an
adequate supply of barley at ithe
authorised price will disappear withotut
any necessity for further action.

MIiLE.

. Mr. BYRNE asked the .Parliamentary
Secretary.to. the Ministry.of Food whether
the Ministry of Food have contracted .for
what. is. considered. to be an adequate
supply. of dried milk, which they can
supply to medical officers of health and to.
institutions that will need dried milk
during the winter; if he is aware that the
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total-amount of full-cream dried milk that
may be available equals approximately
would represent nearly
4,000,000 gallons of whole milk when recon-
stituted ; if it will be suitable for infant
feeding; will he say whether Ireland will
participate in the scheme; and if any
arrangements are being made to safe-
gaard a supply of milk .for the Irish
people ! ’ s

Mr. PARKER: The answer to the first

three parts of the question is in the
Irish children will participate
in the scheme for the distribution of dried
milk. Arrangements for safeguarding an
adequate supply of liquid milk for Ireland
are also under consideration.

MEar.

Mr. FIELD asked the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether
he is aware that pork is on sale practically
all the year,
at this season.and up to March; and, see-
ing that in consequence of the omission of
pork rates from the Schedule of meat
prices the average works out lower than it
really is, whether he will arrange to have
pork included in the price of food com-
modities ?

Mr. PARKER: The hon. Member is
under a misapprehension. Maximum
wholesale prices for pork, both home-killed
and imported, are included in the Schedule
of the Meat (Maximum Prices) Order, 1917,
which came into operation on 3rd Sept-
ember last.

- DISTRIBUTION.

Mr. ANDERSON asked the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Food
whether his attention has been drawn to
the increasing difficulties in obtaining sup-
plies of such commodities as marga:ine,
butter, bacon, sugar, and tea; whether
he has been informed of the shortage of
milk in some districts of Manchester, and
that the appearance of a small quantity
of butter on the Preston market last Satur-
day led to a struggle requiring the inter-
vention of the police, that potato queues
are again being witnessed in a number cf
London distriets, and that fresh eggs are

- heing sold in some districts for as much

as 6d. and 7d. each; and whether, in view
of. the .danger of serious-food shortage
aggravated by winter conditions, he will

take steps to organise the distribution of !
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available food supplies on a family basis,.
making it impaossible for any interest to
use this. emergency for its own profit?

Mr. PARKER: It is hoped that the
action of the Department will effectually
prevent any section of the community from
making use of any temporary shortage
for its own profit. The Food Controller ;
has already- taken steps to' organise the
distribution of sugar on a family basis,
and the oiganisation so set up will - be
available for the distribution of other
essential foodstuffs if occasion, should
arise. '

_ WHEAT.

Mr. NEVILLE asked the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether,
in view of the statement that immense
quantities of wheat in Australian ware-
houses are deteriorating owing to delays
in procuring tonnage and milling facilities
so as to cause ‘heavy losses of foodstuffs
and of British taxpayers’ money, he will
consider some arrangement whereby
British farmers, whose capital is locked
up in wheat stacks, may be induced to
postpone thrashing until their wheat is
actually required for milling?

Mr. PARKER: The increasing scale of
maximum prices permitted for late
deliveries of wheat under the Grain
(Prices) Order already offers an induce- °
ment to farmers to keep their wheat in
stack.

Porarogs.-

Mr. KELLY asked the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether
he is now in a position to issue detailed
Regulations regarding the guaranteeing of
the price of £6 a ton for potatoes, in view

“of the fact that that guarantee became

operative on 15th September, and that
some difficulties have arisen in securing
that price in certain local markets?

Mr. PARKER: I can add nothing to the
answer given yesterday to the right hon.
Member for West Islington by my right
hon. Friend the -~Chancellor of the

SuGazR.

~ Mr, NIELD asked -whesher the small
local grocer will be placed on the same
footing as the large firms as regards.not
only the quantity but the quality, of sugar
supplied under the card system? :

AR
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Mr. PARKER: The sugar distribution
scheme will, it ‘is hoped, preclude any
possibility of discrimination. between the
two classes of retailers referred to in the
question. Steps will, moreover, be taken
to remedy any inequality which may arise
in the distribution of the several qualities
of sugar. .

Pourrry Foop. .

Mr. GRANT asked the President of the
Board of Agriculture (1) if steps can be
taken to regulate the price of foodstaffs,
such as damaged wheat, for the feeding of
poultry; and if he is aware that the
present cost of such foodstuffs is com-
pelling thousands of poultry keepers to
sell off their stock; and (2) if he will take
action to encourage poultry keepers in the
direction of an increase of the importation
of feeding stuffs for poultry rather than
the importation of eggs; and if he is
aware that such suggestion, if adopted,
would lead to a savine of tonnage?

Mr. PARKER: I have been asked to
reply to this and the following question,
and I will answer them together. The
prices of damaged home-grown grain are
already regulated. by the Grain (Prices)
Order, and it is proposed to issue an
Order regulating the prices of imported
damaged grain and of poultry mixtures.
The Food Controller is anxious to en-
courage poultry-keepers so far as .the
restriction of imports permits ; but in view
of the difficulty of obtaining an adequate
supply of cereals for human food it is im-
possible to increase the importation of
feeding stuffs for poultry. The importa-
tion of eggs has considerably decreased
during the last twc years.

AgricurTurAL MOTORS.

. General Sir IVOR PHILIPPS asked the
President of the Board of Agriculture
what number of Ford agricultural motors
are under order; how- many have been
delivered and when the balance is ex-
pected to be delivered; and whether any
and, :if so, how many of these tractors
are- to be made available for .sale to
farmers, and at what puce7

Mr. PROTHERO : The total number of
Ford tractors ordered by the Government
is 6,000. None have yet been delivered,
but a large number have been completed
in America and are due to arrive shortly.
It is anticipated that the whole number
will. be available in time for the spring
ploughing. Under present arrangements
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these .tractors will be allocated to the
county Agricultural Executive’ Com-
mittees .for use under their control, - and
they will not be available for sale to. indi-
vidual farmers.

COMPENSATION CLAIM, DUBLIN.

Mr. BYRNE asked the Chief Secretary
for Ireland if he will state the result of
his inquiries into the claim for compensa-
tion by Mr. E. O’Neill,
Dublin?

Mr. DUKE: Th