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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Wednesday, 31st October,. 1917,

[OFFICIAL REPORT.]

The House met at a Quarter before
Three of the clock, Mr. SPEAxER in the
Chair.

. ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS.

—

WAR.

WAR SERVICE DECORATIONS.

11. Colonel LESLIE WILSON asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty the conditions
under which chevrons or badges for active

service will be issued to the Navy and
Royal Marines?

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
to the ADMIRALTY (Dr. Macnamara):
‘The Admiralty have under consideration
the nature of the badge or distinctive
mark which should be adopted, and the
conditions under which it should be
granted ?

Colonel WILSON: When does the right
hon. Gentleman think they will be able to
:give definite instructions on this subject?

Dr. MACNAMARA: There w111 be no
undue dalay.

23. Sir JOHN SPEAR asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War if Territorials
who volunteered for service abroad and
who were in consequence sent to India
will be awarded the chevron on the same
conditions as if they had been sent to
Trance?

Mr., MACPHERSON: The chevrons
will, subject to the conditions already pub-
lished, be issued to soldiers who have
served in a theatre of war. For this pur-
pose India is not regarded as a theatre of
war.

Sir J."SPEAR : Is ‘it not a fact that these
men enlisted for home service only; that
they volunteered for foreign service, and

were ready to.go ‘to France, and the -
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Government deemed it right for them to
go to India? Having regard to 'the dis-
appointment caused to these men; will he
further consider the matter?-

Mr. MACPHERSON: I am awaré of all
those facts, and I will bring those repre-
sentations before the proper aiithority.

Mr., HOGGE: Is the hon.” Gentleman
aware that a great many of these nien
have seen active service! India is ' an

-active theatre of the War, and does the

hon. Gentleman suggest that the War
Office pretends that the Territorials who
went to India to relieve the old Regulars,
who went fo the front, ought not to have

‘the chevron?

Sir J. SPEAR: Arising out of the un-
satisfactory replies, may I give notice that
I will raise the question on the Motion
for the Adjournment to-night?

Sir JOHN JARDINE: Will those who
have served in Mesopotamla espemally
those who have fought in campaigns,

receive the award under the same condi-
tions as those who have fought in France? -

" Mr, MACPHERSON: Yes," Sir.

34. Mr. GRANT asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for War if he will consider
the desirability of differentiating by some
distinctive mark between a decoration
gained for services rendered in military
operations on sea or in the fighting line on

land and a similar decoration gained in

administrative work?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I would refer my
hon. Friend to the answer given on 18th

_October to my hon. and gallant Friend the

Member for Antrim East, to which I regret
I can add nothing at present. The matter
is under consideration, and I cannot make
any definite statement.

41. Mr. HOGGE asked whether men
who have been discharged from the Army
will be entitled to wear the chevrons for
the duration of the War to which they
would have been entitled had they re-
mained in the Army?

Mr. MACPHERSON : The chenon 1s to
be worn with uniform only.

45. Colonel LESLIE WILSON asked the
Prime Minister whether, in view of ‘the
fact that a decoration is to be granted to
the Army for services rendered in France
in 1914 to commemorate the deeds of the
Old Army as it was then constituted, the
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[Colonel Wilson.]

99th Division and other Regular units:

which participated in the operations on

the Gallipoli Peninsula will receive any

special decoration for those services!?

Mr. MACPHERSON : This decoration is.Z
not being given; as stated by my hon. and

gallant Friend, to commeémorate the deeds
of the Old Army

by the military forces under Field-

“Marshal Lord French’s command—which

included Territorials—engaged in the
operations in France and Belgium in the
critical phase of the War which ended \Vlth
the first battle of Ypres.

Colonel WILSON: Is the hon. Gentle-

man aware that last week I was given an

answer saying that this medal was being

given to commemorate the deeds of the
Old Army ; is he not aware that the 20th
Division performed deeds unequalled and
unparalleled in the history' of .the whole
world, and is it proposed that their

. services_should be ignored?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is

arguing the matter.

Captain A. SMITH" May I ask whether
the 29th Division performed any better
services than others, and will he consider
the deeds of the 42nd Division?

RS

NAVAL AND MILITARY PENSIONS
. AND GRANTRS.
13. Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked the

First Lord of the Admiralty whether he
can say if the wives of civil subordinates

‘(1&Bourers) ordinarily employed at the
Royal Naval Hospltal

Stonehouse, and
now on active service are entitled to the
recent bonuses; and, if so, will he take

‘the necessary steps of circulating the in-

formation. so that these women may know
their position in this respect?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The recent war
increase granted to civil subordinates
serving at the Naval Hospitals is pay-
able as an addition to the balance of
civil pay in the cases of those married
employés now on active service who are
entitled to draw civil pay. General
instructions to this ‘effect have been
given. :

P
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It is a recognition of !
the special services rendered to the Empire ;
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15. Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked
the. First Lord of the Admiralty whether
he has received an application from the
widow of an engine-room artificer who
lost his life on board a submarine;
whether he is aware that this man’s
parchments showed fifteen consecutive
V.G.’s for character and nine V.G.’s for
ability, and that this man joined the
Royal Navy in 1901 and lost his life on
6th July, 1916, having completed fourteen
years 225 days’ service; and whether, in
view of the fact that had he completed the
whole fifteen years he would have been
entitled to a good conduct medal and £15
gratuity, he can seé his way to award the
medal without the gratuity so that the
children may have something to cherish to
the memory of their late father?

Dr. MACNAMARA : The application re-
ferred to has been received, and the facts
regarding the man’s services are as stated.
The Regulations as to the award of the
long service and good conduct medal
require a minimum period of fifteen
yvears’ service with continuous V.G.
character, and the man in question was, I
am afraid, ineligible for the award. It is
inevitable that disappointment must be
caused when a man is prevented by death
from fulfilling the service qualification
laid down for an award, but the Regula~
tions are specific on the point. There is a
misunderstanding as regards the gratulty
‘After a medal has been awarded an engine-
room artificer commences to earn a good
conduct gratuity at the rate of £3 a year
for each year of further service with V.G.
character, and it would therefore take at
least five years to earn the maximum
gratuity of £15. Even if this particular
man had survived to obtain the medal, he
would have had to serve for at least an
additional year before he became eligible
for any gratuity at all.

Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE: Does not
the right hon. Gentleman think that, in
view of the peculiar services of this man
—that he went down in a submarine and
only had 100 more days to serve—the
Lords of the Admiralty might consider
the advisability of granting the Good C‘on-
duct Medalq

Dr. MACNAMARA: I have asked the
official concerned whether the rule has.
ever been departed from, taking -into
account the shortage of 100 days, and I
am told that it has never been done; but

L 1 will go into it again.
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Sir C. KINLOCH- COOKE Is the rlght
hon. Gentleman aware that in naval war-
tare, before the presen_t war there weére
no 51}-bnlarine52'

79. Mr. J. P. FARRELL asked the Pen-
sions Minister if he will state the cause
of delay in awarding the pension allow-
ance to.Mrs. M‘Manus, Killoe, county
Longford, mother of Sergeant J. M‘Manus;
No. 4850, 1st Battalion, Irish Guards;
who was killed on the Somme some twelve
months ago; whether he is aware that
this man was a pohceman who ‘had 'some
bank savmgs and " also back pay and
allowdnces at the timie of his death; not
one penny of which his friends have-re-
ceived, although his mother is old and
poorly off; and will he. undertake to
expedite - thls case for .the beneﬁt of. the
dependants?

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
to the MINISTRY of PENSIONS (Sir A.
Griffith-Boscawen) : T am obliged to the
hon. Member for having brought this case
to my notice, as there is no record re-
lating to it in the Ministry, and no
application has been received. Immediate
investigation of the case is now being
made.

Mr. FARRELL: May I inform the hon.
Gentleman that I myself, on behalf of the
relatives, placed the facts of this case
before the Department three months ago ?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: I am
not aware that the hon. Member wrote to
the Department. I have no record.

Mr. HOGGE: Why has the widow of
this soldier to make an application at all?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: Be-
cause in some cases we do not get the
necessary information from the Record

Office.

Mr. HOGGE: Does the Department
ever get any record at all about the widow
from the Record Office?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: The
point is this. In the case of a widow we
get the information. This is the case of a
mother, and as a general rule application
has to be made.

8. Mr. J. P. FARRELL asked the
Pensions Minister why the dependants of
Driver John Rush, No. 217184, Royal
Field Artillery, serving in France for ten
months, who - left his sister, Mrs. B.
O’Connor, Newtowncashel, 3s. 6d. a week

31 OcrosEr 1917
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out of hls pay, have not got the other
grants to which they were entitled, al-
though they are nine in family and were
solely dependent on this soldier before
going to the front?

. The FINANCIAL SECRETARY to the
WAR OFFICE ' (Mr. Forster): I very much
regret the delay that has. occurred in this
case. The soldier’s claim unfortunately,
went astray after dlspaatch from the Pay
Office, and the pension officer reports that
he has now recovered. some- of the lost
documents from the Post Office. The
claim will be investigated at once, and, if
established, will be put into payment at
the eaahest possible date.

Mr. FARRELL: :Can the hon. Gentle-'

man say when!

Mr. FORSTER I am afraid I cannot-

give any date.

82. Mr. HOGGE asked the Pensions
Minister whether he has any information
with regard to J. G. Guy, No. 4686, now an
inmate of Craw Road Poorhouse, Pa-isley,‘
whether he is aware that he was dis—
charged on 1st May, 1917 ; that he wrote bo
Chelsea in June and had a reply statmg
that it would be weeks before his case
could be settled ; that seven weeks later he
got a form to fill up ; and that he has since
written three or four letters and received
no reply, in consequence of which he has
been compelled to go into the workhouse;
and whether he can say what steps he is
taking generally to prevent this degrada-
tion to old soldiers?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: I am
obliged to my hon. Friend for calling
attention to this case. I have not had
time since hé put his question down to get
information as to the cause of the delay,
but I have given directions to have the
matter investigated immediately, so that
the man may be awarded his appropriate
pension or gratuity, as the case may‘ bel

Mr. HOGGE : While I am obhged to t-he
hon. Gentleman for:what he has_done,
does he not think the pension authorities
ought to take some precaution to prevent
discha,rged and disabled soldiers from
landing in ‘the workhouse?! Will he as a
precaution get the Department to ask all
workhouses in the country to intimate a.t
once to the Pensions Department when—
ever a dlscharged soldier turns up there,
so that his case may be dealt w1th w1’oh1n
a few hours?

R
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Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN: I can
only say I greatly regret the delay in this
case, and as regards the hon. Member’s

suggestion we will certainly consider it.

HOSEMAKERS WAGES (DEVONPORT
. DOCKYARD).

14. Sir C. KINLOCH-COOKE asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he is
aware that the wages of the hosemakers in
His Majesty’s Dockyard, Devonport, range
from 29s. to 30s. a week; that these men
average from thirty to thirty-five years’
service; and whether, in view of the fact
that they are mechanics and that their
work 1s of a special class, he can see his
way to place them with regard to wages on
the same footing as skilled labourers in
His Majesty’s dockyards?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The application
from these employés is under consideration.

Sir C.  KINLOCH-COOKE: Can the
right hon. Gentleman say how long this
application has been under consideration,
and does he anticipate the opportunity of
an early reply!?

Dr. MACNAMARA : It cannot have been
under consideration for a long time, be-
cause it arises out of the increase we gave
to the skilled labourers, and that did not
take place long ago.

GERMAN RAIDERS (NORTH SEA).

16. Mr. LYNCH asked the First Lord of
the Admiralty whether, in consequence of
the success of the German raiders in the
North Sea, he has taken any disciplinary
measures or effected any changes of
personnel at the Admiralty, or taken any
steps of reorganisation tending to prevent
a recurrence of such incidents ; and, if not,
whether he will state his intentions with
regard to his own tenure of office !

Dr. MACNAMARA: My right hon.
Friend the First Lord hopes to deal fully
with this incident in the course of his
statement tn the House to-morrow.

" Mr. LYNCH _
considered this point? As the Admiralty
draws the veil of mystery over their whole
proceedings we can only judge by results,
‘and one of those results has been deplor—
ably bad.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

: Has my right hon. Friend-
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.Dr. MACNAMARA : If my hon. Triend
will wait to hear the First Lord’s state-
ment he will not find there is any mystery
about it. Quite the contrary.

Mr. PRINGLE: Will the First Lord deal
with the allegation that the inadequacy of
the patrol is due to a deficiency in fuel?

Dr. MACNAMARA : I myself have seen
that stated. I think I can deny that at
once, whether the First Lord deals with
it or not.

Oral Answers.

.

Mr. WATT: Can the right hon. Gentle-
man say whether the principle of the new
First Lord 1s that everything done by his
Department is perfect, and nothing
deserves censure?

Dr. MACNAMARA : I do not know how
by the wildest flight of imagination that
could possibly arise out of anything I have
said.

ROYAL NAVY (PROMOTION).

17. Commander BELLAIRS asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty, in view of
the fact that promotion from commander
to captain is the final occasion when selec-
tion for promotion operates in the Navy,
whether he can state if the decision to
promote a commander is arrived at by a
selection board and, if so, who compose
it?

Dr. MACNAMARA : Promotions from
the rank of commander to captain are
made in batches twice a year, and the
selection is made by the First Lord of the
Admiralty on the advice of his naval
colleagues on the Board. . Apart from’ this,
a few promotions to captain are made at
other times for very special war services,
and these are not necessarily referred to
all the Sea Lords.

18. Commander BELLAIRS asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether the
Board can now see their way to lay upon
the Table the Report of the Committee on
Promotion presided over by the late Lord
Goschen in 1902; and whether, in coming
to a decision, he will bear in mind.that the
ex-First Lord of the Admiralty desired its
publication ?

Dr. MACNAMARA: The present Boa,m
of Admiralty adhere to the view held by
their predecessors that it is not desirabie
to publish the 'Report, which is now
fifteen years old. It may be added that
Lord Goschen, who presided over the Com-
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mittee, said that he was qguite content to

leave the question of any publication
entirely to the Admiralty.

19. Commander BELLAIRS -asked the
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he is
aware that the Board have power to select
captains or commodores for promotion ;
whether he is aware that the Board have
power to give to any captain the tempo-
rary or local rank of rear-admiral of a
higher rank; and whether the Board will
exercise those powers if the interests of
the country demand it?

Dr. MACNAMARA : The Board .of Ad-
miralty are fully aware of the powers
which they possess under the Crown, and
will continue to exercise them in the best
interests of the country and of the Naval
Service.

Commander BELLAIRS: But the right
hon. Gentleman does not state specifically
that they have got those powers. Is it the
case that they have got those powers, and
can exercise them at any time ?

Dr. MACNAMARA : I think that is so.

TERRITORIAL ASSOCIATION
SECRETARIES.

21. Colonel L. WILSON asked the
Under-Secretary of State for War whether
ex-Regular officers who belong to the
Reserve of Officers and who, before the
War, were appointed secretaries of County
Territorial Associations, are eligible for
promotion under A.C.I. 1,252, of 1917;
and, if not, will he, in view of the fact
that such officers have frequently volun-
teered for active service, but that 1t has
been found impossible for county associa-
tions to spare them from tneir numerous
duties, issue instructions enabling these
officers who have rendered signal service
to the country to be promoted in a similar

‘manner to those ex-Regular officers on the

Reserve who are recalled to Army

service ?

The UND.ER SECRETARY of STATE
for WAR (Mr. Macpherson): The questlon
is already under consideration.

NERVE STRAIN.
24. Mr. KING asked whether it is pro-

posed to retain in the Army all cases of |
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fit for some form of military duty.
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nerve strain occurring among soldiers,
with a view to keeping them under tréat-
ment in military hospitals till recovery is
complete?

Mr. MACPHERSON: The policy is to
retain all cases likely to be categorised as
Those
likely not to be so fit are retained until
they can be transferred to the Pensions
Ministry.

25. Mr. KING asked whether it is p10-
posed to recall for treatment, under
military control, soldiers invalided
through nerve strain who have aheadV
been discharged from the Army?

Mr. MACPHERSON : No, Sir; I am not
aware of any such proposal. .
80. Mr. KING asked the Pensions

Minister whether instructions have been
given to local committees to provide
appropriate convalescent homes for ex-
soldiers suffering from nerve strain who
have been discharged unrecovered to their
homes ?

Sir A. GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN : Local
war pensions committees are empowered
to provide convalescent treatment for
discharged disabled men whatever the
nature of their disablement. The
policy of providing special institu-
tions for the class referred to, except
in so far as they are suffering from
neurasthenia in a severe form and are
in need of special medical treatment
is, in the opinion of my advisers, open to
serious question. The provision of conva-
lescent homes generally is, however,
stated to be inadequate in certain Uis-
tricts, and I am instituting inquiry into
the matter with a view to remedying the
deficiency where it exists.

MILITARY COURTS-MARTIAL.

26, 27 and 46. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the
Under-Secretary of State for War " (1)
whether he will take steps to amend
the Army Act, 1881, so as to provide
that all offences against military dis-
cipline shall be tried by a military
judge and a jury of soldiers instead
of by courts-martial consisting solely
of officers; (2) whether, in view of a
recent judgment of the court of Cassa~
tion in Paris quashing the death sentence
and all the proceedings of a court-martial
in 1914, though the death sentence had

1418
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[Mr. Snowden.]
been carried out, he will give facilities to
relatives of soldiers executed for alleged
offences against military - discipline %o
exainine the records of the courts-martial
by .which such sentences were imposed,
with a view of securing a revision of the

sentences.and the clearing of the reputa-’

tion of the executed men; (3) the Prime
Minister whether he 1is prepared to
recommend to the Army Council *the
advisability of amending the Army Act
so that death sentences cannot be passed
upon men who, being engaged in defend-
ing their country, should be immune from
death penalties for alleged 1nfract10ns of
discipline ? -

* Mr. MACPHERSON" The reply is in
each case in the negative.

" Mr. SNOWDEN: Does the hon. Gentle-
inan consider it satisfactory that men
shiould be condemned to death after
havinig been ‘tried by men who have no
experience of weighing evidence ?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I cannot accept
the facts as my hon. Friend has placed
theq1 before the House. T can assure him
that all my investigations have led me to
believe that trial by court- -mar tial is one of
the fairest.

~ Mr. FARRELL :Isit not a fact that, in
the case of Trish soldiers, one man named
Hope was executed under cruel circum-
sta,nces ?

Mr. MACPHERSON : Of course, I am
not aware of this particular case.

. Mr. FARRELL: I have brought it to the
notice of the House before.

Mr. MACPHERSON : Assuming that the
hon. Member has brought it to the notice
of the House before, I can assure him that
in each case where the death sentence
takes place the most careful and most
thorough 1nvest1gat10n is made.

Mr. PRINGLE : Can my hon. Fllend say
how long it is since he became prejudiced
against the 01d1na.rv legal methods of
procedure? ' .

Mr. MACPHERSON: As a mattel of
fact, I am not dealing ‘with civil life. I
have been conrnected with civil life as well
‘as my hon.. Friend. T am’ deahng with

‘whatis the law of ‘the land.. This.is in
‘the Army Act. It has been passed by th1s
House year after year.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
Mr. FARRELL: Will the hon. Gentle-
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man say whether such sentences are
referred to the Army Council . as the
supreme authority in this country before
being carried into effect?

Mr. MACPHERSON: They go up by
various stages to the Field-Marshal Com-
manding-in-Chief. .

Sir J. JARDINE: Is it the practice now-
adays to refer court-martial proceedings
in which sentence of death has been
passed for the consideration of the Judge-
Advocate-General, as used to be the case?

Mr. MACPHERSON : Not necessarily.

SOLDIERS’ LEAVE.

30. Sir JOHN JARDINE asked ihether
any arrangement exists for granting leave
home to Great Britain and Ireland to.the
many officers and men in the Regular and
Territorial Armies who, in many cases,
have been away in India and Mesopota,mia
for two or three years, and may have
spent two years or more in the fierce heat
of the places on the rivers of Mescpo-
tamia, and are in‘néed of a change to
their native air ¢

Mr. MACPHERSON : It is only in the
most exceptional instances that leave is
granted to this country . from Mesopo-
tamia. A fairly large percentage of the
troops there have been allowed to proceed
on leave to India, but even this leave is
necessarily restricted by the same lack of
transport, which makes leave to this
country practically . impossible. "As .1
stated .recently, my Noble Friend the
Secretary of State has becn . specially
interesting. himself in the question.of leave
from distant theatres of war, in the hope
that it may be possible to facilitate.leave.

75. Mr. BUTLER LLOYD asked the

. President of the Board of Trade whether

his attention has been called to the fact
that many men on. leave from the front
arrive at the large railway centre at
Shrewsbury on Sundays and are unable
to proceed to their homes in consequence
of the absence of train service on that
day; if he is aware that gentlemen, at
their own expense, have up to now
motored these men to their homes, in
some cases as far as forty miles, but
owing to lack of petrol are no longer
able to do so; and whether, under these
circumstances, he will allow the chief of

A s aa
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the police a small amount of petrol to be
used for this purpose and no other, in
order to save this tedious delay to our
soldiers, whose leave is in L most ‘cases: -of
short duration? - .

The PARLIAMEN,TARY, SECRETARY
1o the BOARD of TRADE (Mr. Wardle):

T will have inquiry made into this matter, :
~and consider whether any steps of the

nature suggested are necessary.

——

MILITARY SERVIGE

PRIESTS AND DEACONS WITH THE FoRrcEs.

31. Sir - J. JARDINE asked whether
under any Army Council Instruction hay-

mg the force of law on the subject. of call-*__

ing up to and exemption from military
service different rules are enjoined as
regards persons ordained to priests’ and
deacons’ orders in the Church of England
as by law established, on the one hand,
and persons in that church and’ in the
Roman Catholic Church who have taken
definite religious vows not recognised by
the ecclesiastical laws and customs sanc-
tioned by Parliament, on the other; and
if he can specify any monastic orders
which qualify for exemption?"

Mr. MACPHERSON : Persons ordained
to priests’ or deacons’ orders, whether in
the Church of England or the Roman
Catholic Church, are men in Holy
Orders, and within the exceptions to
the Military Service =~ Acts,. provided
that they were ordained before the ap-
pointed date applicable to them. As to
persons who have taken definite religious
vows, under current instructions, if they
are working under religious vows and are
officially recognised by the authorities of
their dénominations, they are not called
up without reference to the’ War Office,
or, as from the 1lst November, to the
Ministry of National Service, when each
case is investigated and decided on its
own merits.

ArMy Reserve (CLass W),

33. Mr. BUTCHER asked whether men
are still being transferred to Class W,
Army Reserve, under what circumstances,
and up to what age; whether men in
Class W receive any pay; and whether,
s0 long as they remain in that class, they
are eligible for pensions or are entitled to
receive any financial help from the local
War Pensions’ Committees!
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-the Minister of Pensions.
Class W and are in the Army.

Mr. MACPHERSON: The answer to

‘the first part of my hon. and learned
"Friend’s question is in the affirmative.

There is no age limit. Men in Class W.
receive Army pay for their first week of

_civil life, or first two weeks if transferred

in substitution; they ave eligible for-a
pension if found to be suffering from a
disability due to Army service. The
answer to the'last part of the question
is in the affirmative, subject to certain

conditions. I- will send my hon. and
Jlearned Friend a copy of the regulations
-on the subject, which will give him fuller

details.

Mr. SNOWDEN : Are they entitled to a
pension when still in Class W, or must
they be discharged ?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I have said that
they are eligible for a pension if found to
be suffering from a disability due to Army

. service.

Mr. - HOGGE: Is my hon. Friend aware
that a great many of these men transferred

to Class W are  suffering from actual

wounds and the loss of a leg or an arm,
and while in Class W they cannot get their
pension? Will he make the men who are
transferred to Class' W,

once

Mr. MACPHERSON: That is a very
large subject and it would be more appro-
priate to address that question to the

 Minister of Pensions.

Mr. HOGGE: I do not know that fhe

-hon.. Gentleman is right in assuming that

this question comes within the purview,of
They are in

"Mr. MACPHERSON: I will carefully

:co1151de1 the question along with the Pen-
sions Minister.

. Mr. SNOWDEN: Is. it not a fact that
-the Pensions Minister made strong repre-
‘sentations to the qu Office against this

AN

scandal ? .
Mr. MACPHERSON: My own impres-

'sion is that all these men are discharged.
‘[Hox. MzeMBERS:
Friends will give me any specific cases I
‘will have them carefully inquired into.

“No!”} If my hon.

REPATRIATED SOLDIER.

' ..39. Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD askéd
. whether a repatriated soldier who has’
been a prisoner of war is entitled to-a.
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suffering “from:
these disabilities, eligible for pensions at
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[Mr. R. Macdonald.}
full discharge, and, when these men
secure employment on condition that they
are discharged, why obstacles should bhe
put in their way!?

Mr. MACPHERSON:. A repatriated
soldier who has been a prisoner of war is
considered for purposes of discharge in
the same manner as any other soldier. I
am not clear as to what my hon. Friend
refers to in the last part of the question.
Perhaps he will give me further details.

Coxsc1ENTIOUS OBJECTORS.

40. Mr. R. MACDONALD asked
whether the War Office has instructed its
representatives as to what age a person
has to reach before he has a conscience;
and whether it is with the War Office
concurrence that the military representa-
tive at Birmingham has appealed against
the exemption granted to Harold Russell
Simmons, stating as his reason for doing
so that Simmons is too young to know
what conscience means.!

Mr. MACPHERSON: No instructions
of the nature of those referred to by my
hon, Friend in his question have been
issued to military representatives. My
lion. Friend will no doubt appreciate that
the age of a person clalmmo exemption on
conscientious, grounds - an 1mportant
factor which should be con51deled and
the Central Tribunal have so decided in
one of their reported cases.

43. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War if he will take
steps to stop the conduct of the officers
and non-commissioned officers of No. 1
Northern Company, Non-Combatant
Corps, France, who consistently pursue a
policy of persecution and coercion of the
men, with a view to breaking their resist-
ance to combatant service and forcing
them to transfer to other units, seeing that
the men, having by persistent hard work
and exemplary conduct kept their part of
the bargain, are determined to resist this
persecution if it is continued ?

Mr. MACPHERSON : If my hon. Friend
will give me specific instances, I will con-
sider the matter, but he will realise that
it is impossible for me to make inquiries
into general allegations.of this nature.

Mr. SNOWDEN : If I send the hon.. Gen-
tleman particulars will the men be pro-
tected ? :

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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Mr. MACPHERSON: I have already
told the House that if any hon. Member
cares to send me particulars relating to
any case the soldier would be immune from
disciplinary action. :

Mr. PRINGLE: Is the hon. Gentleman
aware that a soldier who sent a letter to’
a Select Committee of this House was
punished, and that punishment still stands
against him?

Mr. MACPHERSON: I know nothing
about that. I am speaking for myself.. If
hon. Members write letters to the War
Office about a particular grievance con-
cerning a soldier, the soldier will be
immune from disciplinary action.

Mr. PRINGLE : Is it not a fact that the’
Army Council have refused to cancel that
punishment ?

47. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Prime
Minister what answer the War Cabinet has
returned to the memorial submit-t_ed from
Dartmoor to the War Cabinet on behalf of
the conscientious objectors employed in
Home Office camps; and whether he will
circulate the memorial to the House as a
Parliamentary Paper ! :

The SECRETARY of STATE for the
HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir George
Cave): The Prime Minister has asked me
to reply to this question.. The memorial’
referred to complained of the work allotted
to the men employed under the Committee
on Employment of Conscientious Ob- .
jectors, and asked that the men should
receive certificates of exemptiion from all
forms of military service and should be
freed from the contingency which alone
enables the Committee to maintain disci-
pline among them, namely, that in case of
misconduct they should be returned to
prison or to the Army. These are pro-
posals which the Government cannot
entertain, and no answer has been re-.
turned to the memorial. I do not propose:
to circulate it,

56. Mr. EDMUND HARVEY asked the
Prime Minister whether nineteen New
Zealanders, conscientious objectors to
military service, have, after serving a term
of imprisonment in New Zealand, been

.forcibly deported to this country and con-.
-fined in irons at. Sling Camp, Salisbury;

and that some of these men have already
been sent fto France; whether this is in
accordance with the promises made by the
late Prime Minister and other Members

-of the Government; and whether steps will
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be taken to return these men froim Francé
and to treat them in accordance with the
procedure set up by the Government in
other cases? .

Mr. MACPHERSON : I understand from
the New Zealand authorities that the only
class of conscientious objector recognised
there are: “ Those who have been mem-
bers of a religious body, the tenets and
doctrines ol which religious body declare
the bearing of arms and the performance
of any combatant service to be contrary to
Divine revelation, and that, according to
their own conscientious religious belief,
the bearing of arms and the performance
of any combatant service is unlawful, by
reason of being contrary to Divine revela-
tion.””  No conscientiots objectors coming
within this category have bheen sent to
England from New Zealand. Ten men who
did not fall within its terms recently
arrived ~with reinforcements, but under
New Zealand law are trveated as soldiers.

Mr. DENMAN: Will the hon. Gentle-
man point out to the authorities respon-
sible for sending the men here that
conscientious objectors are not, wanted in
France?

Mr. MACPHERSON: No. I am not
prepared to interfere with the discretion
of the New -Zealand Government.

Mr. SNOWDEN: Is it a fact that these
men were placed on shipboard in New
Zealand in irons!?

Mr. MACPHERSON : I have no informa-
tion to that effect.

Mr. PETO: Is there any prospect of the
Governmnent taking the same sensible view

with regard to this conscientious objector

question which is taken by the New Zea-
land authorities?

87. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Home
Secretary the reason for not allowing con-
scientious objectors who are granted leave
under special circumstances the sub-
sistence allowance .of 1s. 7d. per day, in
view of the fact that these men are only
receiving 4s. 8d. per week wages and can-
not provide their own subsistence when
on leave out of such an amount as this?

Sir G. CAVE: The hon. Member is mis-
informed. The Committee on Employ-
ment of Conscientious Objectors are not
under any- obligation to provide for the
subsistence of a man to whom leave is
granted in special circumstances;  but
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where a man to whom such- leave is
granted could not otherwise provide for
his own subsistence, or where the pro-
vision of his subsistence would entail sub-
stantial - hardship on bhis relatives or
friends, the Committee have discretion to
grant, and do grant, an allowance up to a
maximum of 1s. 7d. a day.

MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

44, Mr. WATT asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for War whether it is the
practice of the medical examiners to pass
for soldiers men who have only one eye;
and, if so, can he say how many soldiers
with this disqualification are at present in
the Army?

Mr. MACPHERSON : My hon. Friend is
right in suggesting that some men with
only one eye have been passed for the
lcwer categories oi combatant service,
those known as B1 and C 1; but none of
these are now being passed for any cate-
gory of combatant service. At the pre-
sent time meh who have lost the sight of
one eye, if otherwise fit, are passed only
for one or other of the auxiliary services
of the Army.

Mr. HOGGE : Is my right hon. Friend
aware that there are many men in the
front trenches to-day with only one eye?
T am speaking of the front trenches, and
not of London.

TRANSFERS.

60. Mr. WATT asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State for War whether soldiers
who volunteered for the Motor Transport
as far back as 1914, and have been three
years in the theatre of war, are now
being transferred to Infantry battalions.
after two or three weeks’ training and
their places taken by newly-arrived con-
scrlpts and, if so, whether this is, in the

view of his Depaltment the best way of

utilising the motor engineering skill of
the first-named men?

Mr. MACPHERSON: Young men of

Category A are being transferred from

the Army Service Corps Mechanical
Transport to the Infantry under the Army

(Transfers) Act, 1915. Men are tested

before transfer to ascertain whether their

skill as motor engineers justifies their re-
tention.

Mr. WATT : Does not this mean a breach
of contract with these men? Is the con-

science of the  War Office never troubled.

about such matters?
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. Mr. MACPHERSON: There is no
breach of contract. The Army authorities
are entitled to transfer any man from one
unit to another under the Army (Trans-
fers) Act.

Mr. HOGGE : In transferring these men
can the Army authorities reduce their pay
if they still remain efficient at their old
jobs?

Mr, MACPHERSON: I &am not quite
sure of that. Perhaps my hon. Friend will
put down a question.

FOX-HUNTING.

32. Mr. W. THORNE asked the Under-
Secretary of State for War whether he is
aware that discontent has been expressed
with the .arrangement made by his De-
partment to preserve and maintain the
waseful and food-destroying sport of fox-
hunting ; that tons of valuable oats are, in
consequence, being used to feed thousands

" of horses that will never be required by his

Department; that the working classes
regard this arrangement as an evasion to
preserve aristocratic sports at the expense
of the nation’s food supply; whether, .as
the public have had to abandon county

cricket, and the majority of football, and

most race meetings, he will see the in-
justice of his Department’s attempt to pre-
serve this sport; and whether, instead of
this arrangement with masters of fox-
hounds, he will -take steps to place the
Army horse supply on a business-like foot-
ing which shall not entail-a waste of the
nation’s food!?

"Mr. MACPHERSON: I explained to
my hon. Friend last February the vital
necessity to the Army of maintaining
hunts, and I am afraid I can add nothing
to what I then said. The object in view
is the’ contlnuance of the breeding and
raising of horses suitable for cavalry
work. The Army have moreover claim on
all horses used in hunt establishments
which are suitable for military purposes,
and I cannot agree with the sanguine
hope expressed by my hon. Friend that it
will never be necessary to make this claim
effective. .

BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR
(TURKEY).

35. Brigadier-General CROFT asked
the Under-Secretary whether his .atten-
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tion has been called to the condition of the
British prisoners captured at Kut; and
whether any proposals have been made for
the exchange of prisoners with Turkey?

Mr. JAMES HOPE (Lord of the Trea-
sury): The condition of all British pri-
soners of war in Turkey is a matter of

constant anxiety to His Majesty’s Gov-

ernment. We have repeatedly approached
the Turkish Government on this matter,
and we have expressed our willingness to
send representatives to meet representa-
tives of the Turkish Government for the
purpose of discussing terms. I am sorry
to say that so far we have received no
definite reply.

General CROFT: Has the question of
the exchange of prisoners been suggested ?

Mr. HOPE : The suggestion to exchange
prisoners was made many months ago,
but the reply of the Turkish Government
suggested proposals which made the
whole thing futile.

Mr. GEORGE FABER: Have we more
Turkish prisoners than they have Bri‘tisﬁ_fl

Mr. HOPE: I think so. '

BRITISH-MADE GUNS (USE BY
ENEMY).

37. Mr. HOUSTON }Lsked the Under--

Secretary whether he has any information
regarding the use by the enemy of British-
made guns and shells in France or Flan-
ders against our forces?

Mr. HOUSTON : It has been definitely
-ascertained that a British 4.5-inch
“howitzer, captured by the Germans on
-the Fastern front, was being used by
-them in Flanders at the beginning of
October

Mr. HOUSTON: Has my hon. Friend

.no further information except in connec--

+tion with one gun?

Mr. MACPHERSON : I gave the House
‘and my hon. Friend the one piece of.
deﬁmte information that I had.

.IT&LIAN FRONT (BRITISH TROOPS

AND GUNS).

% 8.-Mr. HOUSTON asked the Under-
Se(n etary whether he has any information

.as to the number of British troops: and

Oral Answers. 1428




1429 Wanr,
Butlsh guns, if any, taken prlsoners and
captured by the'-German "and Austrian
forces on the Italian front during the
recent enemy advance?

Mr. MACPHERSON: No information
has been received from Italy of the loss of
any British troops or guns, I am glad to
say that the latest reports indicate that
the British guns have been successfully
W 1thdra\vn

———

COURTS-MARTIAL (DEATH
PENALTY).

42. Mr. SNOWDEN asked the Under-
Secretary 'if_ he will have inquiry made
into the case of late Private No. A/6730,
ond Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers, who
was sentenced to death after trial by
court-martial to be shot for on active
service deserting His Majesty’s service,
and who was executed on the 29th day of

‘August last, seeing that this soldier was

only twenty-one years of age and five
months before he had. been invalided
home suffeung severely from shell shock;

if he will ascertain if the offence for which
this young man was -executed was that
when he was on his way to the trenches
a shell burst close by him, and, being
already completely nerve—shéttered, he
walked away from his regiment; and if
he had since his return to the front up to
the time of his desertion suffered terribly
‘with pains in the head?

Mr. MACPHERSON: No, Sir; I am
not prepared to interfere with the dis-
cretion of the Field-Marshal Commanding
in 'Chief, who only confirms the proceed-
ings in cases of this character after the
fullest consideration.

Mr. SNOWDEN: Is the War Office pre-
pared to allow a scandal like this to go
without inquiry, where a mere boy over-
come with nervousness was execut'e‘d?.

Mr. . MACPHERSON : I have not all the
facts at-my disposal, and I have not had
time to read the case, but, having gone
into a number of these cases. sympathetic-
ally, I am convinced that In each case the
utmost consideration ' was given ‘to the
relevant facts, brought forward very often
by medical officers. I am quite convinced
that cases of thl% sort are most ceuefully
considered. -
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Mr. CHANCELLOR: Does the hon.
Gentleman think "he .is considering the
interests of the Army by sending shell-
shocked soldiers back to the fronH '

Mr. HOGGE : How is it that Vounv lads
of tender years who fail in their duty-are
shot, while generals are promoted ?

Mr. KING: As Lhe hon. Member has
admitted that theze are numbers of these
cases——

Nr MACPHERSON dlssented

Mr‘. KING: The hon. Gentleman ad-
mitted that he had looked into numbers of
these cases, and therefore there must be
numbers ; and, if there are numbers, will
he consider the setting up of some com-
mittee or tribunal which will consider
them generally, especially in view of the
very strong feeling on the subject ?

Mr.. FARRELL: Has the hon. Gentle-
man considered these cases after the
execution or before?

Mr. PRINGLE: Has the hon. Gentle-
man investigated the allegations in this
question !

- Mr. MACPHERSON : As T have aheady
stated, I have had no opportunity of in-
vestigating the facts of this case.

Mr. SNOWDEN: Is the hon. Gentleman
aware that this information was communi-
cated in such a way as to make it offensive ?

Mr. TENNANT: Is it not the case that
no execution of this kind takes place with-
out the whole of the facts being blought
before the Field-Marshal (Jomma,ndmg in
Chief? .

Mr. MACPHERSON : Not only is that
true, but the case is carefully investigated
in all its aspects, lega! and otherwise,
before it comes to the Field-Marshal Com-
ma,nding“-in-Chief.' The Field-Marshal ‘s
just as anxious about the lives of his
soldiers as my houn. Friend who is putting
this question, and my right hon. Friend,

‘who was two or three years at the War

Office In my position, will, I think, support
me that in each case the greatest possible
care is taken and everything possible that
can be said in favour of the man a,ccused is
put forward.

Mr. PRINGLE : Does the hon. Gentle-
man think_it fair—

Mr. SPEAKER: Hon. Members had

| better put down any further questions.
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- INDIA.
CURRENCY NOTES.

1. Sir J. D. REES asked the Secretary
of State for India whether currency notes
of smaller denomination than Rs.5 have
vet been or when such will be issued ; and
at what figure the silver reserve at present
stands !

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD of
EDUCATION (Mr. Herbert Fisher, re-

. plying on behalf of Mr. Montagu): The

first issues of the new notes—for 21 and
1 rupees—will probably be made at a very
early date. The silver in the paper cur-
rency reserve on the 22nd October stood
at 2,914 lakhs (£19,427,000).

Tea IMPORTS.

2. Sir J. D. REES asked the Secretary
for India whether he can give the House
any information regarding the action
taken by the Government of India or the
Government of Madras upon the resolu-

-tions of the United Planters’ Association

of Southern India asking that the import
of outside tea into British India should be
prohibited in order to relieve the situa-
tion caused by war conditions and the

- present vestriction of imports; that the

Government should purchase the stock of
coffee now remaining in India; and that
early attention should be given to the
question of providing a fair share of
available tonnage for the export of tea,
coffee, and rubber from Madras, Tuti-
corin, and Malabar ports?

Mr. FISHER: The question of exclud-
ing foreign tea from India has been
considered, but it has been decided to
take no action. The position has already
been improved by the provision of in-
creased shipping facilities, and should
be further improved by the proposed
arrangements for ensuring regular sup-
plies to this country. Measures have been
taken to relieve the situation created in
the coffee industry of Southern India by-
import restrictions. The prohibition has
been relaxed to the extent of half this
vear’s crop, and notwithstanding freight
difficulties a fair amount has been
shipped. Special measures for the storage
of the unshipped portion of the crop have
been taken. No proposals to purchase
unsold stocks have been received from the
Government of India. The latter part of
the hon. Member’s question should be
addressed to the Shipping Controller.

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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WueaT ELEVATORS.

3. Colonel YATE asked what steps are
being taken by the Government of India
to further the erection of wheat elevators
in India? ) ’

Mr. FISHER: I understand that the
Punjab Government are constructing, as
an experimental measure, an elevator at
Lyallpur, the centre of the wheat trade of
the Punjab. The War has delayed its comn-
pletion.  Until the system has been prac-
tically tried, its suitability to Indian agri-
cultural conditions cannot be confidently
predicted. )

Tosacco For Sorpiers (Dury).

4. Colonel YATE asked if presents of
tobacco and cigarettes sent to soldiers in
India are admitted free of duty; and, if
s6, why the same privilege is not accorded
to the officers ?

Mr. FISHER: The concessions already
granted are as stated by the Secretary
of State in reply to the hon. Member for-
the College Division of Glasgow on 2Ist
June last. After careful consideration of
various proposals, the Government of
India have decided that they camnot fur-
ther extend these concessions.

Colonel YATE: Is it fair to allow pre-
sents of cigarettes and tobacco for soldiers
to go in duty free and not to give the
same privileges to officers?

Mr. WATT: Is the right hon. Gentle-
man aware that this privilege is granted
by France to our soldiers and officers, and
ought not India to treat them as well as
France treats them?

Mr. FISHER: I was not aware of the
fact.

Rovan INDIAN MARINE.

5. Colonel YATE asked the Secretary
for India whether the petition presented
to the Viceroy and Governor-General of
India in May, 1916, by the commanders
and senior lieutenants of the Royal Indian
Marine has yet been considered; and, if
so, whether he can now state the terms
of the reply? ’

Mr. FISHER: No information is avail-
able here regarding the petition in gues-
tion. But the-Government of India have
proposed certain measures which were
sanctioned in May and July last respec-
tively, namely:
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1. Grant of certain supernumerary pro-
motions in succession to officers specially
retained on the active list since 1st
January, 1916, in the rank of 1st grade
commander and chief engineer.

2. Adoption of naval designations. for
officers of the executive and engineer
branches of the Royal Indian Marine, in-
cluding the grant of the rank and title of
captain to officers hitherto designated lst
grade commanders.

Colonel YATE : Will the right hon. Gen-
ileman call for petition in question?

Mr. FISHER: I will inquire.

Epvucarion.

8. Mr. KING asked whether Sir
Sankaran Nair is now the Education
Minister in the Viceroy’s Council ; if so,
whether in his official capacity he is now
inaugurating the reforms which he pre-
viously advocated; and what progress is
being made with primary education in
India?

Mr. FISHER: The answer to the first
question is in.the affirmative, and also to
the second, with the qualification that the
restrictions imposed on expenditure by the
War have delayed progress in education,
especially in primary education, greatly to
the regret of the Government of India.
The extension of primary education is
closely connected with the political and
administrative questions that are to be
studied this winter by the Secretary of
State and the Government of India.

Mr. KING: As the right hon. Gentleman
is spending more in war time on education
than in peace, will he not represent that
the Government of India should do the
same T

INDENTURED LABOURERS.

9. Mr. KING asked the Secretary of

State for India whether he has official in-

formation that Indian labourers have gone
to Canada to do-agricultural work; if so,
under what conditions were they recruited
and whether the in-
dentured system of coolie recruitment of

labour has now entirely ceased? ,

Mr. FISHER: There is no such infor-
mation. As already announced, the
recruitment of indentured labour from
India has been stopped and will not be
revived.
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SiLver CURRENCY.

10. Mr. STEWART asked the Secretary
of State for India whether, in view of the
fact that for some time the price of silver
has been above the equivalent of 1s. 4d.
to the rupee, the Indian Government has
incurred any loss in supplying the neces-
Sary rupees for military operations in -
Mesopotamia and other places, and, if so,
can he state the amount of the loss and
how it will ultimately be met; whether
the Indian Government has drawn on its
reserve of rupees coined before the rise
in silver, replacing them in India by a
currency of notes of a low valuation; can
he state the amount of the new issue of
small notes ; whether this form of currency
is as acceptable to the native population
as the ietallic currency to wh1ch they
have been so long accustomed; and
whether the Indian Govermment is pre-
pared to consider the advisability of
joining in any movement to stabilise the
price of silver and mitigate the constant
oscillations and gambling in this currency
medium ? '

Mr, FISHER: The purchases of silver
above parity have been very recent. There
is no reason to believe that rupees coined
from such silver have gone to Mesopo-
tamia. This being so, the second and
third parts of the question do not arise.
As the proposed notes for 24 and 1 rupees
have not yet been issued, the answer to the
fourth part is in the negative ; and the fifth
and sixth parts cannot yet be answered.
With regard to the last part, the Secretary
of State would, of course, consider any- .
thing put before him from a. responsible
quarter.

Mr. STEWART: Will the right hon.
Gentleman endeavour to -persuade the
Indian Government to modify the hostile
attitude towards silver which they have
adopted of late years ?

Mr. FISHER: I was not aware that
there was any hostile attitude.

Furture GOVERNMENT.

48. Sir W. BARTON asked the Prime
Minister whether, in view of the loyalty
of our Indian fellow subjects as shown by
their help in the War, he will take the
opportunity of the visit of the Secretary
of State for India to summon a represen-
tative conference of all she leaders «f
Indian thought to consider the future

¢ goverpment of Indiat

N
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The CHANCELLOR - of the EX-
CHEQUER (Mr. Bonar Law):

India proposes while in India to hear, in
company with the Viceroy, the views of
those who are representative of Indian
opinion. I do not think that it would be

- helpful, even if practicable, to proceed by

means of a general conference.

FIRST BATTLE OF YPRES (COM-
' MEMORATION)

49. Colonel BURN asked the Prime
Minister if he intends to set aside

31st October as a day of national celebra-
tion and thanksgiving for the heroic

defence made in the Ypres sector by the

British Expeditionary Force, and by
which the fate of Europe was saved ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : The Government do
not think it desirable to take the course

stiggested by my hon. and gallant Friend.

—

GERMANY (INTERNMENT OF
BRITISH SUBJECTS).

50. Major HUNT agked the Prime
Minister whether the skilled workmen who
went from Woolwich to Krupps when Lord
Haldane reduced the establishment at
Woolwich are still in prison in Germany,
and, whether they were put in prison
before war was declared and not even
allowed to see their wiv es?

Mr. HOPE : If the hon. and gallant
Member will supply me with the names of
the workmen in question, I will make in-
quiry as to their present whereabouts.

General CROFT : May I ask if all British
subjects in the German Empire are in-
terned at the present time!

Mr. HOPE: No, I think that there are
some exceptions.

LAND SETTLEMENT (SOLDIERS AND
SAILORS).-

51. Major HUNT " asked the Prime
Minister whether, in view of the hundreds
of thousands of sailors and soldiers who
want-to settle on the land of the United
Kingdom after the War,- and in view of
the admitted urgency of the matter, he can

PR

My right -
.hon. Friend the Se(neta,ry of State for

HOUSE OF COMMONS

1.

Oral - Answers. 1456

now say when the Government intend to
buy the necessary land; and whether
powers for compulsory purchase will be
provided if these should be necessary?

Mr. BONAR LA,W_: I can add nothing to
the answer given to my hon. Friend on
the 18th.

ENEMY AIR RAIDS.

52. Mr. LYNCH asked the Prime
Minister whether, in view of the fact that
London has been of late repeatedly and
successfully raided by aeroplanes and by
Zeppelins, the War Cabinet has ever had
in consideration a plan calculated to deal
effectually with such enemy attacks;
whether any changes have been made in
the personnel of the Services controlling
London’s air defence; and, if so, whether
he will make a complete statement on the
point?

Mr. BONAR LAW: I have nothing to
add to the very full statements which have
already been made to the House on thl%
subject.”

'Mr. LYNCH: Might T ask how far the
Government is prepared to- defend in-
capacity? Is it realised that incapacity
means defeat? :

_Mr. BONAR LAW: I think that is &
difficult question to answer, but judging
by my observation in this House, the hon.
Member will be able to judge of it as wel[
as myself.

Mr. HOGGE Will the right hon. Gen-
tleman say now when the Government. will

‘be ready to introduce their p1oposals w1th

regard to the Air Ministry ?-

Mr. BONAR LAW: As I have said, I
hope that this Bill will be introduced next.
week, but before it is introduced we
desire that it should be carefully con-
sidered by the Army Council. As it
happens, the Chief of the Staff is on the
Continent, where he will be for most of
this'week, and that has caused the delay.

—

FOOD SUPPLIES.
*CoMPULSORY RATIONING.

53. Mr. LYNCH asked the ~Prime
Minister whether, if the present shortage:
of breakfast-table necessaries corr esponds.
to the conditions of supply of the country,




he will bring the matter to the attention

‘without delay, and whether, if the supply -
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of the War Cabinet, in order that a general
scheme of rationing may be introduced

of foodstuffs is such as to render that step"
inadvisable, he will announce radical
changes in the office of the Food - Con-
troller, beginning with the head?

Mr.'BONAR LAW: Ag regards the first
part of the question, the Food Controller
will not hesitate to recommend to the
Cabinet a-system of compulsory rationing
should such a course become, in his
opinion, necessary. The answer to the
second part is in the negative.

Mr. LYNCH : May I ask if the right hon.
Gentleman fully realises this question, and
if any Melpbel‘s on the Front Bench are
short of sugar, because honest men outside
are?

Mr. BONAR LAW: T did not catch that
observation.

FrRESHWATER Fism.

69. Mr. NOEL- BUXTON asked the
President of the Board of Agriculture
what steps are being taken to increase the
supply of freshwater fish and eels, in pur-
suance of the recommendations of Lord
Desborough’s Committee ?

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD of
AGRICULTURE (Mr. Prothero): The
Interim Report published by the Fresh-
water Fish Committee, to which I think
my hon. Friend refers, does not contain
any actual recommendations for increasing
the supply of freshwater fish and eels.
Such recommendations, it is understood,
will . be included in the further Report
which the Committee propose to present
in due course. In the meantime the Com-
mittee are continuing their investigations,
which, it 1s understood; will ‘include
experiments in the culture and capture
of eels.

Mr. BUXTON: Does the Government
not think this source of food supply, which
is so great a factor in other countries, is
worth - serious attention - and vigorous
action? '

Mr. PROTHERO: I am certainly of that
opinion.
POTATOES

67. Mr. KELLY asked the President of
the -Board of Agrlcultme whether he is
now in a position to issue detailed regu-
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lations regarding the guaranteeing of the 4

1438
price of £6 a ton for potatoes, in view of
the fact that that guarantee became
operative on the 15th September and that
some difficulties have arisen in securing
that price in certain local markets?-

Mr. PARKER (Lord of the Treasury):
I have been asked to reply. ' I must refer
the hon. Member to the answer given
yesterday to the right hon. Member for
West Islington by my right hon. Friend
the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

. Mr. LOUGH (by Private Notice): 1 beg
to ask the Leader of the House whether
he is now in a position to state how it is
proposed to give effect to the guarantee as
to the price of potatoes since the 16th Sep-
tember, and whether farmers who have
been compelled to sell at a lower price
since that date, will receive compensation ?

Mr. BONAR LAW:_ Tt is quite right that
my right hon. Friend and the House
should desire to receive such information
as we can givé before the subject is dis-
cussed ; but I am not in a position to state
how the matter is going to be dealt with, '
and, therefore, whatever is to be said
about it must be said by my right hon.
Friend the Minister of Agriculture. In
answer to the last part of the question, it
is certain that we will carry out the pledge
which we have given. Therefore, if any-
one choses to sell below that price that
has been fixed, I think thaA; he is acting
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.very foolishly.

Mr. WING: Will the amount that is
stated in the Order interfere in any way
with pota,toes being sold ‘at a lower price,
and, if so, is the country supposed to make
up the deficiency ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : I have answered the
last part of the question already. The
reason for not allowing it to be sold at a
lower price is that if this is doné farmers
may think that there will be a margin for
which a market will nof be obtained, and
therefore they will think that they are
being left and rush to sell. The Govern-
ment will keep their pledge. Therefore,
in my opinion, anyone who choses to sell
for a lower price is doing so at his own
risk. -

Mr. LOUGH: Wil my right  hon.
Friend say how the case is to be dealt

.with, of the grower who has had to realise

sirice the 15th September, where he_ can-
not get the price that the Government
guarantee ?
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Mr. BONAR LAW: It is obvious that-

this question must be dealt with by-a more
comprehensive statement than can be

made in answer io questions. All I can
say is that the Government do intend to
keep their pledge, but, as I understood

‘that pledge, it was that the price would be

secured to the growers.

Mr. FARRELL: Are we to understand
from the'rig'ht hon. Gentleman that in
Ireland the minimum price of £6 per ton
is still to be enforced?

Mr. BONAR LAW : I have already said
that the Food Controller is not prepared
to state exactly in what way he proposes
to meet this difficulty. That must be
stated in discussion, and not in answer to
questions.

Mr. FARRELL: Is not the fixing of a
minimum price in Ireland simply feeding
the dog on his own tail?

Mr. J. MASON: Do the Government
realise that the real danger is that the

~ more perishable kind of potatoes may rot?

Mr. BONAR LAW: The Government .

realise that thoroughly. We know that
the resuly of what has been done has been

_ to increase gréatly the amount of food n

the country, to the extent of 2,000,000 tons,
and we are determined that that food :

shall not be wasted.

WaeEAT COMMISSION,

73. Mr. BOWERMAN asked the Presi-

dent of the Beard of Trade if he can state
the financial results of the purchase and
sale operations undertaken by the Whea,t
Commission? -

Mr. PARKER: The financial results of .

the purchase and sale operations under-
taken -by the Wheat Commission have
been recently reviewed by the Select
Committee on National Expenditure, and
I would refer the hon. Member to their
first report.

IMPORTED MEAT.

78. Mr. W. THORNE asked the Secre-
tary to the Board of Trade whether he is
aware that his predecessor suggested that
in the control of imported meat the
workers’ organisations should be repre-
sented upon Sir Thomas Robinson’s
advisory committee; and whether, if he
endorses that suggestion, he- will com-
municate ‘with the various trade unions
concerned, namely, the Natlonal Union of
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Journeymen Butchers, the National Union
of General Workers, and -the D_QC_k
Labourers’ Union of leerpool?

Mr. WARDLE: I do not think my pre-
decessor made such a suggestion, inasmuch
as there is no advisory committee in con-
nection with the control of imported
meat. The Board of Trade, through Sir
Thomas Robinson, occasionally consult
their selling agents and market salesmen
as to the state of the meat market, and
if the unions mentioned will let me have
any suggestions they may desire to make
bearing on the matter, I shall be pleased
to consider them.

CoUNTY LONGFORD AGRICULTURAL
COMMITTEE.

83. Mr. J. P. FARRELL asked the Vice-
President of the Department of Agricul-
ture (Ireland) whether his attention has
been called to the resolution passed by the
County Longford Committee of Agricul-
ture at their meeting of the 5th ultimo
pointing out the inadequacy of the funds
of the committee for their regular agricul-
tural schemes and representing to the
Department the necessity to provide
adequate funds to prevent a break ih or
injury to the essential work of the agricul-
tural development of the county ; whether
such funds for approved regular county
schemes have yet been secured; and;
not, will he urgently press the matter- on
the proper authorities ! :

The CHIEF SECRETARY for IRE-
LAND (Mr. Duke): The Department of
Agriculture have received the resolution
referred to. Additional funds to supple
ment Grants to county committees for the
purposes of local schemes are not at
present available.” The matter is one to
which the Department is giving attention.

Mr. FARRELL: Is the right hon. Gen-
tleman aware that in consequence of these
funds having been reduced a great number
of important -agricultural schemes for
Ireland are practically unable to be: put
into operation?

Mr. DUKE: T cannot say that I am
aware of any important schemes not
having been put into operation.

WAR ATMS.

54. Mr, TREVELYAN asked the Prime
Minister whether he is now prepared to

\ make any further statement in regard to




-

Ll e )

5

e e AW

14417 War, = >
whether the question of defining the war
4ims of the Allies,” as desired’ by- the.
Russian ‘Government, ‘will be undertaken
by the comlng Alhed Conference !

Mr BONAR LAW: There is no state-
ment to. be made at’ present with regard

to.the Conference on War Aims. As T have

alre&dy indicated, the .Conference- that

meets in the middle of November is-con-

cerned w1th the conduct of, the War,

—_— o

. ALLIES” CONFERENCE (WAR
o MEASURES).

“ 55.: Mr,
Prime- Minister whether :any change has
taken:place as regards the purpose ‘of the

Conference of the Allies at Paris so that it’

is no longer accurate to describe it as a
War Aims Conference’;” and  whether the
Russian Government has been. mformed
of, and concms m, the change? ’

- Mr. BONAR LAW: The Conference has
been called to ‘consider the general situa-
tion in the War, and take measures for the

further co-operatioh among’ the opponents’
of the Central Powers to bring it to a |
victorious conclusion. This has always been:

the object of this partlcular Conference.

Mr. TREVELYAN l\fhght I ask the
right hon. Gentleman whether he'is aware
that Mr. Kerensky, in. that Proclamation
to the Russian people reconstituting his
Government after the Korniloff affair,. said
that ““this Conference will discuss:several
questlons connected with the common War
of the Allies, and our representatives will
seek to obtain an understanding:on' the
basis of the principles of the Russian
Revolution,” and whether that does not
mean a, discussion of war alms'l

C

" Mr. BONAR'LAW: My atterition has

not been called to that statement, but what |

1 stated is correct. This Conference has

conduct of-the War. A subsequent Con-
ference may very likely be held’ de:a,hncr
with these other matters.

Mr. TREVELYAN Do I understand
from thiat that the Conference mentioned
by the Minister for Blockade and by the
Foreign - Secretary in ‘reply:-to questions

by myself refers not to this- Conference |

but to the next Conference which it is in
contemplation to be held? '

R. MACDONALD asked: the:
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Mr. BONAR -LAW: I really think it

.would be more useful to put questlons of
"that kind to the Mlnlsters to “hom they

may refer.
Mr. R. MACDONALD Would the rlght

:hon. Gentleman. help to clear up a mis-

:understanding by saying whether this Con- -

ference about which he has been answering

-is the same thl_ng that has been advertised
"for a long time in the Press or whether it’
.is something quite mdependent of that:
. Conference? o

Mr. BONAR LAW I am afraid it is not
so easy to clear it up. I do not know what -
has been advertised in the Press. I have.

: clearly stated that this particular Confer-

ence is a Conference. to consider the .con-

“duct of the War and was called for that

purpose. -

" Mr. LEES SMITH: Does the rlght hon

Gentleman recollect that at the meeting at
the Albert Hall, which. he attended, the
Prime Minister stated that this was to be a

"military and political Conference, and has
“there 'been any change.in pohcy since.that

date?
Mr. BONAR LAW : Does the hon. Mem-

: ber really think that a political Conference

is not necessarily also for the conduct of

. the War!?

61. Mr LYNCH -asked the Under-Secre-

I. tary of State for War whether the authori-

"~ and,

‘ country,.

ties in charge of the air defences of
London. ‘possess  any ' gun
eﬂ?ectlvely shelling .Zeppelins at’ the
maximum_height to 'which they can rise’;
if not, whether such a gun is avail-

a_bll,e or in course.of manufacture ?

Mr. PETO: On a point of Order, Mr.
Speaker. Is it in order for hon. Memkers
to put down questions so worded that they
can only be calculated to injure _this
and give information to the
enemy !

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter for

been called for the special purpose of the | each Member to reconcile with his own
: ; 5 - | conselence.

Mr. LYNCH: May I reply to the peint

- of Order by submitting that I consider the
- greatest injury that can be done to this
. country is the continued incapacity which
- this question is directed to remove!?

Mr.. MACPHERSON: The answer to the
first part of the question is in the affirma-
tive, and the second part does not, thele-
\ fore, arise. -

capable . of
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" 'FLAX GONTROL BOARD.
62 Mr. KELLY asked the Fmanmal

Sec1eta1y to the War Office whether, in
view of the fact that representatives of
the War .Depaltment the Departinent of
Aeronautical Supplles the Admiralty, the
Irish Departmeht of Agriculture, the
Scottish and IliSh spinners, are all in-
cluded in t.he Flix ‘Control Board, but no
lepresentatlve of the Irish flax growers
has been mcluded he will select 'such a

i
representative and add hls nalme as a’

member of bhe board 7

Mr FORSTER T\\o 1ep1esentat1\es of
the Trish Dep{utment of Agriculture are
mrentbers of: the Flax Control Board. It
is not considerd necesqaly——at all events at
this stage—to add a direct repiesentative
of the Insh flax growers on the board.

" Mr, HUGH LAW : Is it consideved, then,
thdt the. ﬂa\: -growers, have, less interest in
the proper working of the Control Board
thau the spmnels?

“ M. FORSTER 1\0 Sir; because the
Board of Controel Legulates the matter
after the flax is grown. .

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE
(SOLDIERS). '

64. Captain BLAIR asked the Financial
Semetaly to the War' Office the estimated
cost to.the pubhc and the estimated per-
centage of saving in administration ex-
penses if soldiers were relieved from
paying their contribution to national
health insurdnce; and if these considera-
‘tions - were taken into account recently
while - revising the soldiers’ pay and
ébllo'\\'anm es!

Mr. FORSTER Thlb point i is now undel
¢onsideration.

L)

ARMAMENT ARTIFICERS.

HOUSE.OF COMMONS

_some cases for

-of “their
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eighteen. months; and:
whether he will consider the questlon of.
increasé in pay, the possibility of appoint-

“ing to full rank those acting as temporary

warrant officers, and the possibility of
making artificers eligible for the post of
inspector of ordnance machinery in view’
qualifications' and the varied
technical work they -are capable of and-
called upon to do? -

Mr. FORSTER : The increase of 1s. per
diem in the pay of armament artificers has
nevelr been given automatically after
three years’ service, but is given only to a.
limited establishment of specially selected
artificers who have had at least three
years’ service. In view of the slowness of
promotion to the higher grade, the num-
ber of - artificers wlio- may receive .the
highei ' rate has been-temporarily increased
during the War. Temporary warrant
officers receive pay .as such and are given
temporary warrants for the period of the
War. It is regretted that. it is not.pos-
sible to give them permanent promotlon
except as vacancies arise. Further, since
the outbreak of war, a new commissmned
rank :of assistant. inspector of ordnance
machinery has. been .created, which is
filled by plomotlon from among armament

- artificers.

—

WAR LOANS
Stock ElCHANGE SERVICES

© 57. Sir'd. JARDINE asked the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer whether any official
acknowledgment has been . made of the
services rendered by ihe stockbrokers of
London and other towns and cities in the
United Kingdom in procuring subscrip~
tions to the last Wal Loan .and its pre-
decessors ! :

* Mr. BONAR LAW: I am well aware of

the part played by the Stock Exchanges
in this matter, and I am glad to have this

. opportunity of ackno“ledgmg publicly

the. great .assistance which has heen

rendered by stockbrokers in all parts of
65. Mr. CROOKS asked the Financial | the Kingdom in con_nection with War Loan
Secretary to the War. Office--whether, | subscriptions.

)“_‘;x alt;}l};sl)ugh 113 was customary 1‘01 alfml:;mer;:: . Mr. SNOWDEN: Can - the rlght hon.
: artificers to.receive an increase:o p Gentleman say how much money these

i day after:three years’,service, if recom- R S
J. monded, . it. is now ta,kmg At 1east nine stockbrokers - have .’ made out, of these_
tmnsactlonsf

years for a man to get the advance ‘while S ¥ ' '
some “of ‘the- Jjuniotr artifider s“' ill have:to “Mr. BONAR LAW No but, T am bound
to'say, from my e\perlence in. connection

gl serve fifteen years before théy will get it ;
o . whether & number of artificers:have: been with the Loar, that that certmnly was noL
the chief motive. =i @ ¢ o0 ?

acting as temporary warrant officers, in {
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STEAMSHIP FREIGHTS

59, Mr. HOUSTON asked the Cha,n-
cellor of the Excheque1 whether it was
with his knowledge and apploval that the
Ministry of Shipping recently issied in-
structions to, celtam Conference Line
steamship owners _to increase their rates
of flelght by 50 per’ cent 70

-Mr, BONAR LAW The h\lng of rates
1n ships lequlslt]oned by.the Government
is left, by .the Cabinet to the Minister of
Shipping.. I am, of course, not consulted
in regzud to any particular rates.

Mri‘HOUSTON : Now that my right hon
Friend is aware of this, does he approve of
the. actlon of the Shlppmg Controller?

Mr BONAR LAW : It _altogether de-
pends upon.the inténtion and the effect of

tacts :

M, PRINGLE Does not the 11ght hon
Gentleman think ‘that this is a matter for
Treasury control, owing to the effect this
has on prices, both as against the Govern-

-ment and as against the consumer in this

country ?

- M. BONAR LAW:: It is a matter, of
course, for the decision of the Govelnment
of the country. If the idea in the question
is-that revenue is.coming. to the Treasury
in;consequence; .well, I should not be sorry
bo see 1t, if other:circumstances justified
it;-but 1t is not.the case. - The object is to
ensm e that the Gover nment does not, lose.

'Mr. PRINGLE : But ‘dées not  the
Government lose, Ong “to the prices
being forced up against themr; because

the prices depend upon the 1ncreased'

fr elghts ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : Does the hon. Mem-
ber mean to imply that the Government
ought to carry goods at less. than cost in
order to keep ‘down pr ices?

Mr. PRINGLE: They are ﬁ\mg prices.

Mr HOUSTON VV1H the’ right hon!
Gentleman derounce the Shipping Con-
troller as a profiteer and a gentleman
making excessive profits, at any rate in
the early part of the year?

Mr. BONAR LAW: I do not know what
the hon. Member means. - If he means

that the. Shipping. COl’ltlollel is making
personal proﬁts—

Mr. HOUSTON \T
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-1 cdnnot .judge -without knowi ing the’
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- Mr. BONAR;,LAW : Then he- ought to
denounce the Government.

Mr. HOUSTOVN : Exactly!
Mr.- BONAR LAW: I should be sorry
to denounce the Governinént-for making

profits, but I am df1a1d they are not being
made.

Mr. PRINGLE: Are not these profits
made at the cost of the general taxpayers
and, theleime _an ind_ir_ect form of
ta\atlon? ’

Mr. BONAR. LAW : I have aheady sald
that no ploﬁts are intended to be made:
The object. is to fix rates to cover the cost
the Government incurs. :

BASIC "SLAG.

66. Mr. PETO asked the P1e51denb of the

Board of Agr iculture. whether. basic - slag,ls
now unobtainable by agriculturists in-this
ccuntry and the whole of the unsold stock
has been taken over-by the Government
t¢ meet the requiréments of- a.qucultunsts
in Ireland; and, if so, whether he’ ca.n
state the reason of this actlonT

Mr. PROTHERO: The hon. Member
has been misinformed. The makers of
basic slag have, in the majority of cases,
sold their output in" advance to dealers
and merchants, but the Board have no
reason to suppose that farmers generally
are unable to obtain supplies from their
usual merchants. The production of slag is
much larger this season than in previous
years, and every effort is being made to
increase the output still further. . Accord-
ing to the Board’s information, .the

quantity purchased by Irish merchants

is not in excess of the supply to. which
that country is fa,nly entltled

Mr. PETO : Is the ught. hon Gentleman
aware that makers are now informing
merchants that they have no stocks of
basic slag and are not likely to have any
to “deliver before the end of February
next? SR

"Mr. PROTHERO: I am not aware of
that, and I should very much doubt the
truth of it; but if the hon. Member will
give me the 1nf01nla,t10n, I \\111 make in-
quiries.’ )

Mr. MOONEY Is it a fact that the
Depaltment has taken over the manufac{

ture?
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Mr. PROTHERO" The Department has
not taken over the manufa.cture ‘of " basic
slag. N RO

Mr. MOONEY Then the - allegatlon in
the questlon is untrue .

"TRAWLING (START BAY REOPEN-
. © ING). R
70" Colonel BURN ‘asked the President
of the Board of Agrlculture if he will con-
sider the reopening of Start Bay for
trawlers now that the restriction impesed

by’ the Admiralty at the beginning of the
War is understood-to be removed?

Mr. PROTHERO : The northern part of
Start Bay will shortly ‘be open to fishing
vessels trawling under sail or motor power
and authorised to fish by permlts issued
by- the Board’s district inspector for the
locality. The permits will cafry with them
certain’ condmons, of whlch ‘due notifica-
tion W111 be g1ven

. ColonEIi_BURN, W'Ilen may the -openIng
of the bay be- expected’l .Can -the right
hon. Gentleman give me any date? . .

., Mr. PROTHERO: I believe the nohce is
a,ctually gomg out now.

.LJONDON COUNTY COUNCIL (COUNTY
HALL BUILDING).

. 72.Mr. GILBERT asked the First Com-
missioner of Works for what Departments
and for what purposes the new County
Hall buildings and ‘the new Sessions House
at Newington Causeway are to be used?

. The FIRST COMMISSIONER OF
WORKS (Sir Alfred Mond): Certain por-
tions of the London County Council new
County Hall buildings-are being prepared
to provide -additional accommodation for
the Ministry of Food.. The London Council
new Sessions House, Newington Cause-
way, will shortly be occupied by the
National Serv1ce Department Recruiting
Sectlon

TRAVELLING PRIVILEGES (MINERQ)

74. Mr,- HINDS asked the President of
the Board of Trade whether similar
travelling privilegés to tliose enjoyed by
the Army Reserve munition workers can
be extended to miners and similar workers

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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who do work of national importance, and
who. desire to travel to their homes each
week ; and, if 'so, must they enrol as-'war
work volunteers in order to obtaln Eh]s
p11v11ege? .

The PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
to - the MINISTRY of NATIONAL
SERVICE (Mr. Beck): My ught hon
Friend has a,sked me to reply. " My hon.
Friend appeals to be misinformed as to
the privileges enjoyed by Army Reserve
munition workers. Neither they nor war
work volunteers are granted free_travellxng
facilities to visit their homes each week.
They are, however, granted free travelling
warrants to visit their homes upon certain
recognised trade holidays, prowded they
were transferred to work away from their
homes by the' direction of thé Minister of
Munitions- or- the Minister of : National
Service; as the case may be: Miners and
similar workers will, under the conditions
governing the scheme, be eligible for en-
rolment as war work volunteers should the
demand and occas1on ‘arise.

pE——— i

SYNTHETIC INDIGO.

77. Sir J. D. REES asked the Secretary
to the Board of Trade whether German
svnthetm indigo is finding its way info the
United Kingdom through Switzerland and
as the manufacture of that country;: and,
if he has no information to this effect,
whether he will seek such at the India
Officé, in view of the fact that among those
engaged in the natural indigo trade .in
Indla, it. is believed, that such 1mportatlon
is being effected ?

Mr.. WARDLE: All synthetlc indigo im-
ported into this country from Switzérland
is required to be accompanied by British
consular certificates of non-enemy origin,
and mneither my right hon. Friend the
Secretary of .State for India nor I have
any information tending to show, that
German indigo is béing imported from
Switzerland: * If the hon, Member has any
evidence to that effect, I should be gla.d to
receive it, 1n order that mqulry may be
made '

MUNITIONS. .
- ACETYLENE GaAS. -

86, Major ' LANE-FOX asked the
Minister of Munitions whethea he is. aware
of the number of fariners whose’ only
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means of lighting their premises is by -
-acetylene gas, especially during' the

present’ scarcity of paraffin; and-whether
he can reconsider the stoppage of: t,he sale
of carbide by his Depaitment? _:

Sir W. . EVANS (Joint . Parllamentary
Secretary to .the Ministry. of Munitions):

Owing to the shortage of supplies, it has :
been necessary to limit’ the use of; calcmm :
‘carbide ‘almost ‘entirely to hdustrial pur-
‘poses connected with- the manufacture’ of ;
munitions of war and ‘with~'shipbuilding.
All . applications _for this ~material ~for

illuminating purpdses have for some tlme
been. refused. . Various substitutes ‘are .
available. I regret that farmers have had
to suffer in common with, othei members

of the commumty coe

Mr. TENNANT: Will the right “hon. _
Gentleman give information as to what
possible substitute can be used in houses
which are lit entirely by this method, and
where there is mno alternative? '

SiF W. EVANS: T can only suggest oil
lamps and candles

Major LANE FOX: Where oil lis not
available can the right hon. Gentleman
suggest what can be ‘used? ..

Sir'w. EVANS.-O'andles, so far as they

will go..

1 ) e

DEFENCE OF THE REALM ACT.
INTERNMENTS (ALFoNsO PALCIC)

90.. Mr. .O’ LEARY asked the Home
Secretary whether, in.view of the fact
that it is not the .policy of the Government
to intern all alien enemy subjects belong-
ing to disaffected races under enemy rule
unless they prove their friendly disposi-
tions ‘by- enlisting.in. the British Army, he

will ‘explain on what grounds the Croat-

Slav ‘Alfonso Palcic has been selected and

interned because he did not give such -

proof - of friendly dispositions; and
whether he will cause an inquiry to be-
made into- all the -allegations, if any,
against Palcic, the source of those allega--
tions, and all the circumstances connected
with "his internment? ) '

Sir G. CAVE I cannot add anythmg to
my three prev1ous answers to the hon.

Member on this subject. - - ! y

Mr. O’'LEARY : Does the'right hon. °
Gentleman not see.the necessity of holding
an inquiry into the circumstances con-’

nected with the case? e
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Sir G CAVE: 1 have _already investi
gated it. o

DEpORTATION (ABRAHAM BEZALEL).

9l. Mr. KING asked on:what condi-
tions Abraham Bezalel,:late. secretary. of
the Foreign Jews’ Protection Committee,
was offered his release. from internment.;
why he was- deported without trial;. . to
what country he has been deported;; and
whether the police authorities. supplied
the. photograph of him in French uniform
which a.ppealed in the Press? - 7

© Sir G. CAVE:: The hon. Member is -mis-
taken in- thinking that this -man was
interned. He was arrested with a’view
to deportation, and the deportation was

postponed as an act of grace pending the .

consideration of an application by - his
representative for his release.on an under-
taking . as to his future conduct.; -As:he

.declined to:give an undertaking which T

could regard as sufficient, the. deportation
order was enforced, and he was placed
on a ship leaving thls country for Scan-
dinavia, being in possession of a passport
valid for-a journey-to his own country,
Roumania. I have no information as to
the last part of the -question.-

Apvisory COMMITTEE _(\A’ITNEssEs).,

Mr. WHITEHOUSE asked whether in
cases of persons interned under Regula-
tion 148 of the Defence of the Realm
Act- the witnesses brought - before the

Advisory Committee -are in any way

pledged to secrecy ?

Sir G. CAVE: The answer Is in the nega-
tive, but it is always made clear to wit-

‘nesses ' that the- investigations conducted

by this Committee are -of a- highly -con-

'ﬁdentlal character.

MINERAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

(OIL PRODU'C‘TION)
~92, Sir 'JOHN 'AINSWORTH asked

"whether the British Mlneral Resources
Committee, appointed to deal w1th the'

examination and development of such
mineral properties, other than coal or iron
ore, in the United Kingdom as are con-
sidered to be likely to be of special value

“for the purposes of the War, has yet re-
:p01ted or whether they have expressed

any opinion on. the poss1ble produgétion of
oil ; and- whether the Committee can pro-
céed under the Defence of the Realm Act




A T T W SNBSS TSN s

"1'451 S Wari

[Sir J. Ainsworth.]

and the Acquisition of Land Act with the
consent of the Treasury, to ,make the

necesa,ry e\ploratlons ?

Slr W EVANS I haxe been asked to

.answer this:squestion. I assume that my
hon:. Friend rrefers to the expert Com-
amittée.dppointed to advise the Director
of: the Mineral Resources Development
‘Branch of the Ministry of Munitions. This
‘Committee has not: yet reported. A sepa-
rate Department of the Ministry deals
with the home production of oil. The

Ppoweérs to make the necessary borings and

‘explorations are dependent upon the
passing -‘of the Bill which is at present
Before the House. .

. Sir J. AINSWORTH: Can the hon.
-Gentleman inform us whether there is any
wreason why they should not proceed with

Anvestigations -relating to- 011 under the -

emstmg law (-

' S|r W. EVANS: I am afrald we h&VBE
the emstmgv

not sufficient power under
law to do as the hon. Member suggests.

OIL bUPPLY (DNITED KINGDOM)

20. Mr DENMAN asked the Semetaly
of State f01 the Colonies, w hether, in view
* the need for an_rea.sed supphes of oil,

HOUSE OF COMMONS

prpgress has been and is being made under

the powers already available .to the

Government in boring for petroleum in the

-United Kingdom ?

The CIVIL LORD OF THE
_ADMIRALTY (Mr. Pretyman): It is not
in the public interest to publish details;
but such preliminary steps have been
taken as were considered possible pending

the; passmg of the. Petroleum Ploductlon-

‘Bill.”
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Mr. PRETYMAN : We' iare .trying to
develop the resources of the country as far
as we can, whether in liquid 011 ‘or -in
shale oil. . - :

Mr. PRINGLE : Is not the G(‘i\;el‘ﬁfllé.l.]t
taking more shale oil from the Scotchfiélds
at the present time than ever before?

Mr. PRETYMAN : It is taking con-
siderably more shale oil than before, but
that is a mere drop 111 the. ocean of our
requir ements C

Mr. DENMAN : Is it a 'fact; that the
Government are delaying the production
of oil merely because they cannot pay
royalties ?

Mr. PRETYMAN : It is not'the fact. It
is not on the question ‘of royalties at all.
-That 1s not the point. The point is that we
“have no authority to spend money oh ex-
‘ploration of a speculative character for
oil without the authority of the House.

Westmmster Hall. -

/1 Mr. KING asked the Fnst (Jommls-
‘'sioner of Works whether he can make a
staternent ‘about the fleche recently
erected on the roof of Westminster Hall ;
whether -he is aware that architectural
authorities consider the fleche ill-de-
signed; will he say who designed this
erection ; and what was the cost?

'Sir A. MOND: The question of ‘what
course should be taken awhen the removal
"of the fleche erected by Sir John Soane in
1821 was necessitated owing to the repairs
-to the roof of Westminster Hall was ‘sub-
‘mitted by my predecessér to-‘the Ancient
Monuments Board for England. In aceord-
“ance with this Board’s - decision, " the pre-
sent fleche was érécted according to
“designs plepared in my Department. - I
‘know of'ne miore competént: archltectural
;authouty to adv1se on'the’ tleatmen :
it '1stor1ca1 bulldmgs I am i

,sha Libe; please togl,ve
my, hon Fllend if, he puts a_guestion
‘doy, HE Ridthes® Gnd - compos1t1oh of rt;he

ard; ‘Ang Wil find™1 1t if 1

coun’m'y.
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EXCESS PROFITS DUTY
(PETROLEUM INTERESTS).

Mr. CURRIE- asked the Chancellor ol
the Exchequer whether-an owner of land
whosells, not for a royalty but for a lump
cash payment his interests, 'such as-they
may- be, in a quantity of petroleum under

‘his land to an oil merchant or syndicate

either at auction or by private treaty, will

‘be réquired to pay ‘Excess Profits Duty on

the net profits arising out of such a trad-
ing operation in the same way and on the
same scale as a shopkeeper or co-operative
trading society selling oil by the gallon .

.across the counter; and, if not, whether -
-he will ‘introduce legislation to place large
.and small sales on the same plane .of
.taxation ?

Mr. BONAR LAW : Excess Profits Duty
is charged upon excess profits arising from
a trade or business, and the question
whéther the proceeds of a given sale con-

‘stitute the profits of a trade or business is

one to be determined upon the particular
Where the sale is an
isolated transaction of a capital nature,
the proceeds (whether small or large) -

_could not ordinarily be regarded as profits
‘of a business carried on by the vendor, and

would not, therefore, be’ chargeable to

DEATH DUTIES (WAR LOA\T)
Mr. CURRIE asked the Chancellor- of,

.the Exchequer whether, in view of the
-fact that.43 per Cent. War. Loan does not

«carry.-the privilege of.being accepted n

.payment of Death Duties,, even when con- !
verted.into 5 per.Cent., Lozm by e\ecutm s, |

he has conSIdeLed the adv1sab1hty ot
acceptmg it for this purpose upon terms |
considered equitable by the Treasury’? '

«:Mr: BONAR LAW  As-the terms of-igsue {
-of thé. 4% pei. Cent.: War Loan-do-not-give
-4t. the; privilege-of ‘b_‘ei__ng-f aceepted Anipay- |

; i

ment of: Death'Dutiés vould:: nobfbe
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to a holdel in tendcung it at such priee

“as compared with sellmg it and tendeung

cash. ool

INCOME TAX.:
AVOIDANCE: ™~ ©

Mr. CUR'RIE asked the’ (Jhancellol of
the Exchequer whether hé has, been in-
formed..of any action taken by. the com-
mittees of the London or other stock
exchanges in connection wwh the practice
known as stradling with a view to avoid-
ing payment of Income Tax ; whether any
inquiry has been made...by the Inland
Revenue Department with the object of
ascertaining whether the practice defeats
the revenue or merely effects redistribu-
tion of liability for tax between buyers
and’sellers; dnd, if $o; with-what result?

Mr. BONAR. LAW : T have no special in-
tounatlon on the subJect “The Commis-
sioners of Inland Revenue are _considering
whether the character and extent of the

N

‘practice referred to are such as to call

for any action to prevent the avoidance
of Income Tax. I may point out to my
hon. Friend that the danger of loss to the
revenue is- limited to the dividends of
securities which are paid without deduc-
tion of Income Tax, and there is no reason
to suppose that the revenue has hitherto
sutfered any loss from opelatlons of this
natuve.

APMY PENsIONS.

Major -H. TERRELL asked the Seue-
tary to the Treasury whether the pensions
glanted to the widows of officers and ‘men
killed in the War are liable to Income Tax ;
and, if so, will the Government take steps
to relieve such widows from such liability
on the ground that they have alleady

made more than then share of sacrifice in

the ‘War?.
- Mr. BALDWIN These ‘pensions are “and

‘always have: been incoine taxable wiider

the - provisions of- thé Inéoiiie’ Tax ‘Acts.
Whether they are in fact charged with
duty depends upon *tlie amotiit of the total
Ancoé - from: all:: sourees:: :The widew
whosel tot lhcome(,:-is owithin wthe
exemptlon -liit s pays ne: tax, .and: where
-the.inconie. eXegeds: that:limit: the; valtious
statutorys; abatementsrare allowed:! The

.conSLdehatmn‘sL suggested, in .thei second

pa,lt of, the . question;» howomel a,ppxopnate
. rdétermination o “the amount:ofrthe
wareshandlyvielevant, to the:: ques-

peh

l nmon sof: lmblllty,r.hm{mcome Aty ity
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FOOD SUPPLIES.

BuTCHERS (REGISTRATION)

Mr. W. THORNE asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary-to the. Ministry ‘of
Food, whether he will issue a Regulation
compelling all salesmen who sell Govern-
ment imported "Australasian meat -to
retail butchers to preserve the address of
the purchaser and on the same day as the
sale to forward particulars to ‘the local
food" control commiittee so as to enable

them:to' exercise proper ‘supervision and -

stop the robbery of the public whlch is at
p1 esent existing?

Mr."PARKER: It is ploposed at -an
early date to issue an Order providing for
the . registration of all. wholesale ,and
retail butchers. The system of registra-
tion proposed will be such as to secure an
adequate supervision of the sale of both
imported and home-killed meat, and to

prevent such practices as those to which -

the hon. Member alludes. Meanwhile, the
s'uggestio'n made in the question will
receive the careful consuiela.tlon of the
Food Contlollel

FOXHOUNDS (OATMEAL)
"Mr. W, THORNE asked the Parliamen-

‘tary Secretary to the Ministry of Food
whether he is aware of the amount of oat-

meal consumed in feeding foxhounds, and
that in consequence the price is raised
when required for purposes of human
food; and whether he will issue notices
to the country police to keep watch and

prevent waste of "this description from

arising in future!?

~Mr. PARKER: The feeding of hounds
with oatmeal is not forbidden by Statu-
tory Order, but the Master of Foxhounds’
Association have voluntarily agreed not to
purchase further supplies of oatmeal for

this purpose during the period of the

War. In view of this undertaklng, no
further .action is considered necessary.

F OXES (DEPPEDATIONS) )
Mr W. THORNE asked the Pa.lhamen-

-taly Secretary to the Ministry of Food

swhether he.is aware that the examination
iof the poultry funds of 160 fox hunts over

‘the last five years reveals an. average

expenditure of £250 per annum per estab-
lishment in. compensation for destroyed

‘poultry ; that at 2s. per fowl this implies

an.annnual destruction of 400,000 head-of

poultry ; that.it is computed on the average -

HOUSE OF COMMONS

‘maltsters to pay to farmers 5s.
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what is pald for.is only. a percentage of the

total destruction; *that- foxes. have in-
creased _enormously. durmg the last two

them last February and put a reward of
£1 per head on every fox destloyed'l '

Mr. PARKER : T have not been able to
check the figures given in the first part of
the question, but I understand that.the
destruction of poultry by foxes has con-
siderably decreased since the outbreak of
war. I cannot agree with my hon. Friend’'s
assertion that. foxes have increased,enor-

‘mously during “the last. two, years. =My

information is that their number has been
so considerably reduced that. it is unneces:-
sary to adopt the suggestion made in the
last part of the question.

. . BARLEY - o

Mr. BENTHA'VI asked the Parlia-
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Food whether-he is aware that, owing to
brewers being able to give 5s. 3d. per
quarter more for barley than millers; they
are always able to secure the best quality,
leaving inferior goods for bread; and
that they frequently completely .clear the
markets, so that millers requiring barley
for bread have to go without any.; and
whether he will take steps at- once to
abolish the 5s. 3d. preference now given
to ‘brewers over millers?

Mr: PARKER: The object of permlttlng
ad. ‘per
quarter more than millers was to allow
farmers to- obtain extra prices for the
types of barley known as malting bariey.
These types are not those best adapted
for milling. Owing to  the limitation of
brewing, less than half the crop of barley
will be allowed to be used for malling,
and it is expected that as soon as thresh-
ing becomes more general any difficulty
experienced by millers in obtaining an
adequate supply of Dbarley  at the
authorised price will "disappear without
any necessity for fulthe; action.

Mk,

Mr. .BYRNE asked the Palhamentaly
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether
the Ministry of Food have contracted for
what .is considered to be an adequate
supply of dried milk, which they * can
supply to medical officers of. health and to
institutions -that will need dried milk
during the winter; if he is .aware that the
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.all the year, 'but in larger
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sotal amount: of :full-cream dried milk that
may be -available equals. approximately
2,200 tons and:-would represent - nearly
4,000,000 gallons of'whole: milk :when recon-
stltuted if it will be suitable for .infant
feeding; will he say-whether Ireland - will
participate in the scheme;
arrangements’ ‘are being made to. -safe-
guard a supply of mllk f01 th‘e Ipsh
people? ' .

" Mr. PARKER : The aniswer, to the first
three parts of” “the' questlon is in ‘the
afirmative. Irish children will participate
in the scheme for the distribution.of dried
milk. Arrangements for safeguarding an
adequate supply of. liquid milk for Ireland
are also undel consideration.

_ Mgar.

Mr. FIELD ., asked -the Parliamentary

Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether

he is aware that pork is on sale practically
quantity
at this season and up to March ; and, see-
ing that in consequence of the omission of
pork rates from the Schedule of - meat
prices the average works out lower than it
really is, whether he will arrange to have
pork mcluded in the price of food com-
modities ¢

Mr. PARKER: The hon. Member is
under a misapprehension. Maximum
wholesale prices for pork, both home-killed
and imported, are included in-the Schedule
of the Meat (Maximum Prices) Order;-1917,

which came into operation on 3rd. Sept—'

ember last.”

DISTRIBUTION.

Mr. ANDERSON asked the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Ministry of Food
whether his attention has been drawn to
the increasing difficulties in obtaining sup-
plies of such commodities as .marga:ine,
butter, bacon, sugar, and tea; whether
he has been informed of the shortage of«
milk in some districts of Manchester, and
that the appearance of ‘a small quantity
of butter on the Preston market last Satur-

day led to a struggle requiring the inter- :

vention of the police, that potato’ queues
are again being witnessed in a number cf
London districts, and that fresh eggs are
being ‘sold in some districts for as much
as 6d..and 7d. each; and whether, in view
of the danger of serious: food shortage
aggravated by winter -conditions, he will

take steps to organise the distribution’ of .

31 OcToBER. 1917

and if any |
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available food;supplies on d.‘family basis,
making it impossible for any.-interest to
use this emergency for its own profit?
Mr PARKER;:. It 'is_-_hl‘loped t:iiat the
action of the Department will effectually

Prevent.any section of the community from

making use of any temporary shortage
for its own proﬁt The rood Controller
has already taken steps to organise the
distribution of sugar- on a family basis,
and the organisation so _set up will be

.available for the distribution, of other

essential . foodstuffs

if . occasion should
arise. ' ‘

“

. WHEAT . .
Mr NEVILLE asked the Palhamentau
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether,
in- view of the -statement that immehse
quantities of wheat in Australian ware-
houses are ‘deteriorating owing to delays
in procuring tonnage and milling facilities
s0 as-to cause heavy losses of foodstuffs
and of British taxpayers’. money, he will
consider some arrangeinent whereby
British farmers, whose capital is locked

up in wheat stacks, may be induced to

postpone thrashing until their wheat is
actually required for milling?

Mr. PARKER : The increasing scale of

maximum prices permitted for ‘late
deliveries of wheat under the Grain
(Prices) Order already offers an induce-
ment to farmers to’ keep their wheat in
stack.

Poraroks.

Mr. KELLY asked the l)a,lllamentary
Secretary to the Ministry of Food whether
he is now in a position to issue detailed
Regulations regarding the guaranteeing cf

the price of £6 a ton for potatoes, in view .

of the fact that that guarantee became
operative on 15th September, and that
some difficulties have arisen In securing
that price in certain local markets?

Mr. PARKER: I can add nothing to the
answer given yesterday to the right hon.
Member for West Islington by my right
hon. Friend the <Chancellor of the
Exchequer,, - : - :

. v
[T

SUGAR. >
Mr. NIELD asked whether the small

local grocer will be placed on the same

footing as the large firms as regards not
only the quantity but the quality, of sugm
supplied under the caJd system ?
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_Mr. ‘PARKER: The sugar distribution
scheme will, it is hoped, preclude -any
possibility .of discrimination. between .the
two classes of retailers referred to in the
question. Steps will, moreover, be taken
to-remedy -any inequality which may arise
inthe distribution of the several qualities
ot sugal : L

POULI‘RY Foon
Mr GRANT asked the Pr e51dent of the

Board of Agriculture (1) if steps can be

“fakKen to regulate the price 'of foodstalffs,

isuch as damaged wheat, for the feeding of |

poultry; and if he is aware that the

~ present cost of such foodstuffs is com-

pelling thousands of poultry keepers to
sell off their stock ; and (2) if he will take
action to encourage poultry keepers in the
.direction of an increase of the importation
.of feeding stuffs for poultry rather than
the importation of eggs; and if he is
aware that such suggestion,.if adopted,
.would lead to a savine of tonnage?

Mr PARKER: I have been asked to
1ep1y to this and the following question,
and T will answer them together. The
prices of damaged home-grown grain are
‘already 1egulated by the Grain (Prices)
Order, and’ it is ploposed to issue an
Order. regulating the prices of imported
‘damaged’ grain and of poultry mixtures.
The Food Controller is anxious to en-
‘courage poultly keepers so far as.the
‘restriction of imports permits; but in view

“of the difficulty’ of obtaining an adequate

supply of cereals for human food it'is im-
possible to increase the importation of
feeding stufts for poultry. The importa-
tion of eggs has considerably demeased
durmg the last tW(. years.

AGRICULTURAL Mo'rons

G'eneral Sir IVOR.PHILIPPS asked the
I’reSIden’o of the Board. of. Agncu]tule

W) na,t number, of: Foid agucultmal motors |
are unde! 01de1 ' how many have. been 1.

delivered “and’ \\hen the “balance is ex-

ot., these tlaeton

Mr. PROTHERO The total: number “of

Ford tractors ordered by the Government |

is 6,000. None have yet been delivered,

“biib#a large: nimber l)ave ‘been-icompleted
‘intAmericatand ave due to"a,lnve shortly {
g 1s}a,ntlelpated tha,b ahid whole numbe1 :

HOUSE OF COMMONS

and - whetherrany .
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these. tractors will . be allocated to the
county °~ Agricultural Executive = Com-
mittees for use under their control, .and
they will not be. available for sale to indi-
vidual farmers. .

. COMPENSATION CLAIM, DUBLIN:
““Mr. BYRNE -asked the Chief Secretary
for Ireland if he will state the result of
his inquiries into the claim for compensa-
tion “by Mr. E. O’Neill, Eden Qnuay,
Dublm? ' )

Mr. DUKE: The inquiries 'are not yet
'complete

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY,

IRELAND.

Mr. KELLY asked the Chief Secretary
tor Ireland whether he 1s aware that
passengers from the Londonderry, Stra-
bane, and Dungannon direction holding
third-class tickets on the Great Northern
Railway are prevented from travelling
third-class on the evening mail train from
Belfast -to Dublin, - although Belfast
passengers and passengers-from the Ennis-
killen and Dundalk line are allowed  to
travel third-class on this train, and that
there is a military policeman at Portadown
to prevent passengers from the districts
named from boarding the train; and, if
/so, will he state under what statute or
regulations the company dismiminate be-
tween passengers holdmg the same de—
scription of ticket?

Mr. DUKE: The Irish Railway Execu-
tive Committee inform me that there are
two evening express services from Belfast
to Dublin with expresses from London-
derry connecting at Portadown . as
follows: S o
LR p.m. " p.m.
] 5.0 -
.- 640
9'30 '
Sithe- lelted Mall Wthh eai-

"oss Channel pas—

e nvemently served bv the second express.
“Phesetarer soldlers ordeled t§ travel via
th'é'fmall from I\lngsﬁown cross Cha.nnel

P
RiNER el cwhe would RavestoiwHit  one
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he ‘and .a half hours at Dundalk’if theyiwere !
n- 'compelled' to -wait for the second express.
1d Tt is not practicable to extend third-class
li- travel on the Limited Mail train, as it is;
-a very dlfﬁcult train to work to time.
oA i
ry NORWEGIA’\T COVVOY LOSS
of " MiF. R. GWYNNE asked the First Lold
a- “of the” Admiralty whethér the officer 're- .
¥, "sponsible for thé 1nadequate, convoy and .
i ‘consequernit loss of transports w h1ch§
et occurred, recently has been called upon to-
v furnish a reporvt; whether such 1ep.01.t'
. ‘has been received ;. and whether, with a
: view to the satisfaction of public feeling,
some information..can be given to the’
House to account for the incident without'
waiting for a committee of inquiry to be’
Y set up? . :
A .
. Dr. MACNAMARA : My right hon. -
g . Friend the First Lord hopes to deal fully
n .with *this incident in' the course of his.
o .statement to the House to-morrow., :
nm
st -
. MILITARY -SERVICE.
2 WELSH-SPEAKING SOLDIERS. 1
' R . . t
t“ Mr. ELLIS DAVIES asked the Under-|
i Secretary of State for War whether, in:|"
H " view of the need for Welsh-speaking ;
:1 "labour in Wales, he can arrange that all:
- Welsh - speaking’ soldiers intended for’
d agricultural work ‘shall be'sent to- the’
| Agricaltural Company at Wrexham so as
- to be available for farm work in Wales!
" Mr. MACPHERSON : As far as possible
;_ all soldiers for agucultma,l work are sent:|
S to the county in whlch they w01ked as’|
civilians, Cose . :
_ UNDLR A(E SOLDLLP .
: Mr BYRNE asked'the Under- Secremly;
sof ‘State for War if:he:williorder the dis-i
: :charge ofs ithe boy, Private James Wa,lsh,l
) who 1suouly seventeenf-ﬁyea,ls old-"'and How
\ :
)
| 61a,rged, if, at the time th_el

is communicated, the)
. seventeemfyears of» age
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of nmeteen” Walsh appea,ls-to» be‘seven‘

1:462
teen and a half, and instructions - have

been ‘issued in the sense whlch ‘I have
mdlca,ted : !

TPritten -Ansicers.

. LOURTS MARTI AL (DEFENCE OF

X .ACCUSED)
Major  DAVID DAVIES asked 'phe
Undel‘_-Semetmy of State for  War

whether there exists any p10v1510n .of
officers w ith legal’ thunmg or. knowledge
attached to.corps or-Army.headquarters
who . are. responsible . for. the duty. of
defendmg officers .or men cheuged with
offences. -before, . courts-martial; ... and
whether, in view of -the - Govelnmen’os
decision to provide- e\pelt, legzLI aid. on

behalf of the officers concelned in -the

Mesopotamia, Inqun), he will take steps
to have. that provision . thended to . all

ranks in the Army7 S e -

Mr. MACPHERSON : It'is not the duty
of any officer to defend an officer or man
charged with an offence before .a court-
martial. The 11ght of an accused to be
represented by counsel or . an ‘officer
baving the same rights as counsel at
general or district courts-martial are laid
down in Rules of Procedure 87-94. :, At
field-general courts-martial an accused
has no right of representation,. but in
practice this is generally accorded when-

ever possible. If an accused charged with

a. grave offence.before any court- martial

desires to be 1ep1esented and ﬁnds a

_dlfﬁculty in securing an  officer for the

purpose, on. a,pphccmtlon by the accused
endeavours would be made fo secure a
suitable. officer.

ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY
(GUNNER FITZGERALD).
"Mr. CLANCY asked the U_nder-'Sec_re,—
tary of State for War whether he is aware
that Gunner J. Fitzgerald, Royal Garrison
Artillery; enlisted;in<Dublin ds & smith in
August ) 1914 unde1 .Almy ~101m fol

an

'DMF it MACIP:H E’RSON Al have)’ﬁomntol-
mation’ as tor thisledse,butif . n‘1y1 hon.
JFriend 'willy give:me* Fltzgel ald® Sl 1eg1-
‘mentalmumbe 1 l." hzwe: mqun ies
“made. Cuseans D aeldoof Bugas o




1463 .. War. .

“WAR - DEPARTMENT (DAMAGED
’ “"MOTOR- CARS)

Mr. FARRELL asked the Under- Seéfe '
tary of State for War whether he is aware '

that a motor-car, the ploperty of Mrs.
M. J. Pearse of Mal_n Street, Longford,
was requisitioried by Major L. James,
officer -commanding 1st' King Edward’s
Horse, stationed :at: Longford, in the
month of May, 1916, under the authority
of the Defence of the-Realm Acts for use
by the military authorities in Longford
that this motor-éar, whilst being driven by

a soldier of King-Edward’s Horse, under-

the authority of the said Major James,
drove into and collided with a-horse-drawn
van and sustained injuries to the amount
of £16 19s. 10d. ; and that application for
pa.yment of’ thls sum was made by the
owner of the car, Mrs. Pearse; why pay-
ment has been withheld so long, and
whether payment will now. be made?

Mr. FORSTER : Inquiry is being made,
and I will inform the hon. IVIem'ber of the
result.

MESS. FUNDS.
Major HENRY TERRELL asked the
Financial Secretary to the Wiar Office

whether-he has been able to discover any
authority entitling the War Office on the

disbandment of a battalion to confiscate
‘that part of the officers’ and sergeants’
‘mess * funds ‘which were the private
'propertv of the officers and sergeants;
and, if so, what is the authorlt\ 7

Mr. FORSTER: I am afraid I can- zut
present add nothing to the answer which I
gave on 9th November last. In the further

consideration of the question of these-

funds generally, the point refsrred to by
my hon. and learned Friend wﬂl not be

'overlooked

" ik

FISCALS (SCOTLAND).

Mr. WATT asked the Secretary for-

Scotland whether it is his intention to

fill up the vacancy in a procurator fiscal-

ship at present existing in.Scotland or to

‘adopt his former system of joining up two

or three districts of this office, in view of

the facts that very few duties have to be-
.performed in wax time by fiscals in most

districts, that _the holders of such offices

-are themselves in favour of consolidation, -
"and that thereby. considerable sums would

be saved to the Treasury?

HOUSE OF. COMMONS .
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Mr. MUNROQO : The appointment referred
to falls'to be madé by thie Lord. Advocate,
who has asked me to reply on his behalf.
The. answer to-the first alternative of :my
hon. and learned :Friend’s question.is in
the affirmative; to the' second in the
negative. The Lord Advocate doés. not
agree that very few duties -have to be per-
formed by fiscals in most districts in war
time, and certainly.. no..such state .of
affairs obtains with regard to the ﬁscal-
ship in question. In view of the 01rcum-
stances of this particular post, the’ L__or_d
Advocate is satisfied that no amalgamation
with.any other district would be expedient
or. would . result 1in . any con51derable
saving-to- the Treasurv

ENLLSTED POSTAL SERVANTS
(GRATUITIES). ‘ :

General CROFT asked the Under-Secre-
tary of State. for War whether, under -
Army Order 406/1915 and 42/1914 (Article

.1,117, Pay Warrant), officers and hnon-

commissioned officers and men of the
Royal Engineers signals and postal service,
Royal Flying Corps, who are postal ser-
vants in civil life, will not receive gratui-
ties on their dISCh&I ge ; and, if so, whether
this order applies to those who enlisted
prior ‘r,o these ¥Va,1 Office decisions? .

Mr. FORSTER Gratultles will not be-
issued. These oﬂicels and men draw their
full civil pay as well as their Army pay.
It the gratuities were issued, their’civil
pay would be reduced pro tanto, '

NAVAL AND MILITARY PENSIONS
AND. GRANTS.

Mr. R. McNEILL -asked the Undel-
Secretary of State for War if he is aware
that Gunner F. W. Lentz, No. 13445,
Royal Garrison Artillery, was. discharged

-0a the 10th of July, 1917, after twenty-two

years’ service in the Army, having -been

for thirteen months on active service with

the 32nd Siege Battery in France ; why no
pension has yet'been paid to this veteran ;
what pension he is entitled to receive ; a,nd
if he will give directions for such pen-
sion, with arrears-due from the date of his
discharge, to be’ pald to Lentz wwhout
further delaw ?

Mr. FORSTER Inquny is. bemg ma,de,
and I will write to my hon. Friend: as soon
as I am in a position to do so.
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(‘URRAGH CAMP (INJLRED
CANTEEN EMPLOYE)

Mr CLANCY asked the *Under Secre-
ta,py of State for War whether he is aware
that on the 16thNovember last a man
named Thomas Moran, in canteen employ-
ment at Curragh Ca.mp, was waylaid by a
soldier named ~Leonard ' James, of " the
Dmsetslnre Yeomanry, and had ‘his leg
broken in _t_he encounter; that Moran was
twerity-one weeks under tleatment for the
injury and “is still unable to' do any’ but
the lightest work ; that though' James was
prosecuted at the Kildare * Assizes and,
having pleaded guilty to a common assault,
was let out under the First Offender’s Act,
the injured man has been refused any corn-
pensation; and whether, in view of the
fact that he was the main support of his
father and mother, the War Office will now
direct that he sha.ll be adequately compen-
sated ?

Mr. FORSTER On the facts as stated
in the questlon, it is not" posmble to way
whether any compensation should be paid
from public funds; butif the hon. Memper
will send .me further -particulars. of the
occurrence, the matter will be further
considered. .

VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS (GRANTS-
IN-AID).

Sir WlLLiAM COLLINS asked the
Financial Secretary to the War Office
\Vhether in"view of the 1n01eases ‘in prlce
of food, fuel, drugs etc., since the amount
of the Grants in-Aid to voluntary hospitals
in respect of the treatment of wounded

soldiers was ﬁxed it is proposed to raise |

the ' scale of such Grants to these
institutions ¢ '

Mr. FORSTER-: Ye_s,.rSir; this' point
hag -been- under - consideration for. some
time,-and an announcement will. shortly be
made . :

| o———

MUNITIONS.
P1a IRON. '

Major‘ TERRELL askéd ‘the Minister of
Mumtlons whether a manufacturer of pig
iron whose -works are in Northampton-
shire, but who manufactures pig iron by
the methods and of the materials used by
manufacturers of pig iron ‘in Derbyshire
and of the quality produced in Derbyshire,

is entitled, under the Order dated 7th +

31 OcToﬁEn 1917
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July,- 1916, under Regulation 304 :of ihe
Defence -of the. Realm- (Consolidation)
Regulations, to charge the rates fixed.for
Derbyshire pig ‘ivon "or ‘those fixed for

, thhamptonshne p1g iron?. - s

Sir 'W. EVANS: The manllfacturel re-
ferred to in my hon. Friend’s question will
only be entitled to charge the rates fixed
for. the Northamptonshire district. :

[NTERNM‘EN TS (ADVIS ORY .COM-
MITTEE WITNESSES). -
‘Mr. SNOWDEN ‘asked the Home Secre-

'tary m what way it would assist’ thé

enemy’s system of esplonage to. reveal to

“ the accused the identity of witnesses called
' against him before the Advisory Com-
" niittee, in view of the fact that if the person

has any hostile connection he w111 be

subsequently mterned’l

Sir G. CAVE: An Lnterned person
receives visits and writes letters, .and
there is always a possibility of his making
use of information which has come to his
knowledge

LICEIVSFD TRADE (COMPENSA—
" TION). :
Major DAVID DAVFES asked the Home

- Secretary whether he will give a Return

of ‘the levies made by the compensation
authorities.in England and Wales during
the years 1916 and 1917 under Section 21

" and Schedule.3 of the Llcensmg (Consoh-
- datoin) Act,; 19107 . . PN

_Sir G. CAVE: Informa,tlon on this pomt
1s ‘given each year in Table II. (¢) of the

: Llcensmg Statistics. The volume for 1916

will, I hope, bé issued very shmtly I do

. not thlnk that I should bé justified at the

présent time in ‘calling for a special

- Return of the figures for 1917.

PEACE ‘PROPAGANDA... .
Major HUNT asked the Home Secre-

- tary whether, in view of the fact that the

agents of our enemies in this country are
actively engaged in spreading discontent

' and urging people to agitate for an incon-

clusive peace, he can say what steps he is

taking to prevent the circulation of sedi- .

tious literature and for prosecutmg people
who agitate agamst the strenuous prosecu-
tion of the War? = -
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Sir G. CAVE : This:matter -is receiving
constant attention, .and a number of

sediticus publications have been seized; |

but I do not think it would be to the
public advantage that I should.make any
‘more detailed statement.as to the action
which has been or may be taken.

ARMY (CONVALESCENT
OFFICERS).

Major DAVIES asked the Secretary of
State for. India (1) whether wounded
officers reported medically unfit for duty
are liable, after nine months’ convales-
cence, to be placed on unemployed pay,
\vhlch is in many cases less than the
pension to which they are entitled on’
retirement ; and whether he will take steps
to secure that these men shall not be
deprived of an adequate recompense for
their services; and (2) whether, according
to the- new ‘Regulations of ‘pay and allow-
ances to wounded Indian Army officers

INDIAN

while convalescing, the dates are so fixed

as to exclude the men who served in the
early days of the expeditions in Mesopo-
tamia and East Africa; and whether hé
will'-make the Regulations retrospective in
such a way as' to include all officers who
have seen service in this War, and who will
otherwise have then pay 1educed by one-
half.

Mr HERBERT FISHER With the per-
mission of the hon. and gallant Member,
I will answer his two questions together.
Under Rules issued in August last Indian
Army officers still on the cadre of -a regi-
ment or Department who are wounded, or
are on sick leave from field serv1ce, feceive
after’ nine months ordinary leave pay,
not unemployed pay. Leave pay is
generally = considerably .in excess of
the amount of - pension admissible
on retirement and seldom, if ever, less:
The new Rules apply to officers who were
on leave on or after 17th February, 1917.
They were agreed to by the India Office
and the War Office after prolonged con-
51dela,t10n, and -1 do-not think that the
latter’ Department or the Treasury would
accept any fusther modification.

EJECTMENT ORDERS..
"Colonel FRED HALL asked ‘the Presi-
dent .of the .Local Government: Board
whethar the wife of a soldier not paying

HOUSE OF.COMMONS
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. position to do so0; .
'a,void_a.ble delay, in view of .the great
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" rent, living in the same céttqge as the

soldier did previous to enlistment and on
the same conditions regarding rent, can,
providing she is living respectably, be

- evicted from her home without a magis-

trate’s order; and, if so, whether he will
take steps to amend the laws in order that
soldiers’ wives may. not be deprived of
their homes :without the .consent of a

. maglstrate 1

Mr, HAYES FISHER So far as T am
aware, no order for ejectment can be
issued at - the present time without an
apphcatlon to a Court of law.

—_—

ELECTRICITY. SUPPLY COMMITTEE
(REPORT).

Mr. C. DUNCAN asked the Pr es1dent of
the Board of Trade whether the Com-
mittee on Electricity Supply has yet pre=
sented any Report; and, if so, when such

: Repmt will be, pubhshed? _

Mr. WARDLE : The Commlttee have not
vet presented a Report, and they rcannot
say at present when they will be in a
' but there will be no

importance of the subject.

PRIVATE 1VIOTOR CARS..

Sir JAMES DUNCAN asked the Pre51—
dent of the Board of Trade if it is intended
that no private cars are to be on the roads
after the 31lst October; and, if so,. if all
motor licences for private cars will be’ sus-,
pended. from that date; if. not, w111 he’
define the purposes for which prlvate cars.
may ‘be used: whether they may_be used
for business and station purposes, for
attendance at meetings of local- autho-
rities or visiting committees -of asylums or
prisons, for attendance at church orpublic
meetings, and for collection or dispatch
of household necessities in country
districts ? '

Sir A. STANLEY: It is not intended to.
prevent entirely the use of private motor
cars consuming motor spirit, but to limit.
the purposes for which they may be used.
An Order has been issued and. will come
into force -on the 1st- November, under
which private motor cars can be med for-
business purposes, public dutles, journeys.
to and from a railway station, and neces-

sary household affairs, provided. that no

146
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other means of conveyance is reasonably

available, and I am sending a copy of the
Order to the hon Membel

SHIPBUILDING (\TEDTRAT Q’ :
- ORDERS)

-Sir OWEN PHILIPPS-avsked the Pa:lia-
mentary Secretary to ihe Shipping Con-
troller whether his attention has been
drawn to the fa¢t that neuntral shipowners
are reported ‘to’ have recently placed
orders with British slnpbm]dels for over
\oventy large cargo steamers; what steps
the Shipping Controller proposes to take
to enforce the British Ships Transfer Re-
strictions "Act, 1915, which prohibits the
transfer "of any British - vessels to
foreigners during the War or within thrée

vears after the termination of the War;

and whether, to avoid this Act of Parlia-
ment being circumvented, he will také

steps to prohibit any of the vessels

referred to being registered in the name of
British limited, liability companies unless
he is satisfied that . the steamers are
bond fide the property of such compames,
and that the companies are owned by
British subjects of British parentage, and
are not directly or indirectly controlied on
behalf of persons who are not such British
subjects 7

Major NEWMAN asked the Parliamen-
tary Secretary to the Shipping Controiler
whether the Slupplng ‘Controller has been
consulted and sanctioned the placing of
contracts for eighty Norwegian vesseis
with firms in this country, a sum of
£2,500,000 being received by the buildeis
on the signing of the contract; will he give
the names of the builders; and has he con:
sidered the necessity of making all ship-
vards available for; the construction 6f
British or Empire tonnage rather than for
the tonnage.of neutrals 1mmed1ately after
the conclusion of hostlhtles 1

. Slr‘ L. CHIOZZA MONEY The shlppmn'
Contlollel is aware that, as stated in the
questlon or -ders have’ been placed—of late
in considerable numbq1 s—for the construc-
tion of merchant ships in British yalds for
neutral and other private owners.. In the
present state of the law these orders can-
net be executed during the period of the
‘War without the permission of the G0v~
ernment, and I need hardly say that,

view.of pressing war 1equnements, it 18
not intended that such. permission shonld

31 Ocroser 1917 +*

"be- given. - The matter 15 thereforees§sen-
_tlally a posf bellum question and has: been

carefully considered from :this- point. of.

view. It is clear that some form of con-
trol over the output of British yards must

continue -to be exercised after the termina-
‘The principle upon’

tion of hostilities. -
which it will be exercised will necessarily’
depend upon the circumstances pzevallmb

at the time, so that on this point I am

not in- 4 p051t1011 to make- any statemenn '

The form in which .the . necessary po“erb
should be obtained is now engaging the
attention of tlie legal advisers of the De-
partments concerned, ‘but I am assured:

that for the time belng the position is iuHV_'

sategumded by -legislation ‘already 'in’
IOICe : : o

SHIPPING. FREIGHTS.

Mr. LOUGH asked the Parliamentary
Secretary to” the Shipping Controller
whether the freight on. tea from Calcutta
to London which,’ unde1 a  contract
mlstm}z with the shlpplnv'compa,mus,
had ‘been about 50s. ‘per ton has' been
raised by authont\ of the Mlmstr\ of
Shipping from October 1stto 270s.—300s. ;
who will receive this increment of freight;
and whether it 1is. the policy of the

Ministry. to impose these heavy addltlonal.

burdens on foodstuffs?-

Sir L. CHIOZZA MONEY: The facts

are not precisely stated in my right hon.

Friend’s question, the freight on tea from

Calcutta to London under the old contract
which has now expired being 75s. -and not
50s, per. freight ton of 50 cubic feet. The
present commercial rate on tea is accur-
ately stated in the question. It is very
little above the actual cost of carrying the
tea, the increment being less than one-
fifth of a penny per pound.  As soon as
the trade is completely controlled, tea will
enjoy the advantage of freight on a cost
basis. I may add that, with regard to the
conditions which previously obtained, the
frelght on Colombo tea has amounted
since December 1st, 1916, to nearly 3d. pér
pound of tea carried, and this rate un-
doubtedly had its full effect upon the
market and the consumer.

PRISONERS OF WAR (EXCHANGE).

Mr. PETO asked the hon. Member for
Sheffield (Central Division), as represent-

ing the Prisoners:of War Department at
- the Foreign Office, whether any progress

Wyitten Answers, 1470
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has been made in the arra,ngements for
the exchange of prisoners of war of over

forty-five years of age; and whether, with. |

regard to the officers of .the Merchant Ser-
vice internéd at Ruhleben since the com-
mencemént of the War, there is any pro-
bability of the exchange belng eﬁected
before the coming winter?

Mr J: HOPE: With legard to the first
part of the question, I would refer to the
reply given to my hon.. and gallant Friend
the Member for Southampton on Monday
last. .\A number . of the prisoners over
forty-five to whom my hon. Friend refers
are expected .to.be among the first to
benefit. I trust-that officers of the Mer-
‘chant Service who come within the terms
of our agreements.. with the German
Government will be repatriated or trans-
ferred to  Holland at an early date.

Civil Service’ erters

' Mr. CROOKS asked the Secretary to

the Tleasuly whethel having regard to
the fact that- Civil Service writers
appointed -as. such before 19th August,
1871,  were allowed to count the whole of

.their unestablished service for pension,

whereas writers appcinted after that date

_.count only half of their unestablished ser-

vice, and, having regard .also to the fact
that the Report. of the Royal Commission

on. Superannuatlon in November, 1902,

attached great weight to the prmmple of
similarity of .treatment of all classes of
pensionable servants, he can now see his
way to allow the full unestablished service
to count in respect of all writers borne on
the .establishment throughout the Civil
c16:1 vice? -

Mr. BALDWIN : For the explana.twn of
the circumstances in which writers ap-
pointed since the 19th August, 1871, were
permitted to reckon one-half of -their
temporary service towar ds super ‘annuation
under Section 3 of the Superannuation
Act, 1887, I ma.y refer the hon. Member to
thie 1ep1y given t6 him by one of my pre-
decessors on the 26th Mar ch, 1906, of which
I.am sending- him a copy. The writers
serving -before 1871; t6 whom the special
privilege of reckoning,bhe whole of their
temporary service under certain ~condi-
tions-was granted by Treéasury Minute  of
the 1st June, 1882, ‘constituted 'a class
serving under -conditions --dissimilar - to
those prescribed for later appointees. -

HOUSE OF COMMONS
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Land Purchase, Ireland.

' Mr. FARRELL asked the Chlef Secre-

tary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland if
he will state the present position of the
negotiations for the sale and division of
the lands of Bann, Moydow, county Long-
ford; how many persons have applied to
the Estates Commissioners for a portion
of these lands which are at present seized
under the Defence of the Realm Act by the
Department of Agriculture in -Ireland;
whether he is aware that the landlord, H.
B. Armstrong, has.sold all his other lands
and retains this for grazing. purposes
only ; whether the mansion on.the lands is
in ruins and unoccupied ; whether the per-
sons now applying would be all tillers of
the soil and would produce valuable food
stufts if admitted to till these lands; and
whether he will advise the Commissioners
to strive to obtain possession of these
lands immediately with a view to. their
division and allotment for the .coming
spring ? :

“Mr. DUKE" The1e has béen no change
in *the position of © the ' proceedings
pending before the Estates Commis-
sioners for the sale “of: the estate
referred to since I answered a p1ev10us
question by the hon. ‘Member - “on the
5th July. The lands in the occupation’ of
Mr. H. B. Armstrong, at Bawn, county
Longford have not been entered on by.the
Department of Agriculture. The lands in
the townland of Bawn, on which they have
entered, are those of Mr. Charles Webb,
and they inform me that-an opportunity of
making good the default in the cultivation
of these lands is being afforded Mr. Webb'
before further action is taken.

Mr. COSGRAVE asked the Chief Secre-
tary for Ireland whether the Congested
Districts Board have come to an agree-
ment with Messrs. Horséman and Williams

" with a view to compensating them' for

their interest in-their holdings at Meelick,
county Galway,  ‘which they hold as
planters; and, if not, whether the Board
have served notlce on those tenants that
they will resume possession of the farms
referred to which are required for the
relief of congestion in the district. = "« :

Mr. DUKE: Proceedlngs have . been
instituted to obtain' possessiori of portion
of Mr. Williams’ -faim for. the relief. of
congestion, but no agreement his beén
arrived. at with him up to the present.
Theé' Congested Districts Board have not
agreement  with ~Mr.
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Horsema.n for his interest in the holding
it Meelick, nor have they yet taken pro-
ceedings for the lesumptlon of the
Tholding. '

"Mr. COSGRAVE asked whether the
(Jongested Districts Board hédve come to
An agreement with Mr. ‘John A. O’Kelly,
{Gurtray, Po1tm11na, county Galway, as to

compensating him for the interest in his
holding at Capira, in the parish . of
Leckmolasserf, and which he. holds from
the Board as .grazing tenant; and, if not
have the -Board taken st;eps to - resume
possession of this farm for the relief of
congestion'in the distriet?

¢ Mr. DUKE: The Congested Districts

Board inform me that they have not come
to an -agreement with Mr. O’Kelly with
reference to his'farm at Capird on the
Clanricarde Estate. As it appears that
the adjacent holders have taken the graz-
ing of the lands from Mr. O’Kelly, ‘the
Board do not propose to take any further
action ‘at present with a view to obtain-
ing possession of the farm which is held
umder a yearly and not a judicial tenancy.

. Mr. COSGRAVE asked whether the
Congested Districts Board have come to
an agreement with Messrs. Cooke and
Blehien and Miss Hession with a view to

. compensating them for the interest in the

grazing farms which they hold from the
Board in the.parish of Clontuskert, county
of Galway ; and, if not, whether the Board
‘hdve served notice on those tenants that
‘they will resume possession.of the lands
referred to which are required for. the
relief of congestion in -the district?

‘ Mr. DUKE: Negotlatlons are in pro-
gress for the purchase of the tenancy in-
‘terests in the holdings of Miss Hession
and Mr. Cooke. As. regards Mr. Ble-
-hien’s - farm, the Congested - Districts
-Board decided some time ago to take
‘resumption proceedings with the object
of obtaining possession of the lands for
relief of congestion, but owing to the
-action of persons who drove live stock
“off the farm, the Board directed that no
further action should be taken pending
‘further ordérs. The prevaleice of in-
timidation in any form has the effect of
delaying indefinitely, instead of hasten-

ing, proceedings for - the acquisition of .

any land in. respect of which illegal prac-
‘tices prevail. -

Mr. COSGRAVE asked the Chief Secre-

‘tary for Ireland whether it is the inten--

. 31 OcroBEr 1917

Tt

Written -Answers, 1474

tion of the Congested Districts Board to
sell to Mr. James Howard his-interest in
a grazing farm which he holds from’the
Board at Moorefield, county Galway,
containing 165 acres; if he is aware that
Mr. Howard resides on a- farm of--161
acres which adjoins the farm above men-
tioned, and which he has purchased under
the Ashbourne Act; and if he will state
what authority the Board ' have to- sell
land- in a congested - district to ‘a’ man

"already in possession of 161 acres, while

seven -tenants, whose total valuation ‘is
only £73 10s., and who are tenants to the
Board in the townland of Moorefield; are
to ‘be thus debarred from much-needed
enlargements to their small holdings?

Mr. DUKE: The Congested Districts
Board have entered into an agreement to
sell to Mr. J. Howard the portion of the
lands of Moorefield on the.Clanricarde
Estate referred to in the question. He has
surrendered to the Board the lands of
Ballyhanry and Aughrim Hill, containing
227 acres, for the rehef of congestlon

" Allotments (Ireland).

Mr. FIELD asked the Chief Secrétary
for Ireland whether his attention has been
directed to the . eviction of allotment
holders at Mill Heap ; and whether he will
introduce an Allotments Bill for Ireland
which will prevent the summary disturb-
ance of allotment holders in Ireland until
land is provided which, -by the transfer-
ence of their labour, w111 enable a con-
tmua.nce of the food supply? -

Mr. DUKE : T have not seen any reijort

-as .to the allotments at Mill Heap. I

understand  that they are not Irish allot-
ments. There is, so far as I can ascertain,
no present, risk of displacement of allot-
ment holders. in Ireland, and the whole
question of allotments is’ enca,gmgn,the
attention of my advisers.

National Health Insurance (A'genfs’
Remuneration).
Mr. BYRNE asked the Chief Secretar)

for Ireland whethier he is aware that the
work of the National Health Insurance

‘Act depends altogether on the ‘exértions

of -the agents of the various approved

-societies 'and that the remuneration given
‘for such services is -'wholly inadequate,
‘with the result that the’ Act "is- only

partially in force in Ireland ; and if he will

introduce -an” amending - Blll by -which

-C
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agents w ould: be:under the direct control
of the. Irish Tnsur ance Commlssmnels and

zud a suitable salary by them. for their
serviges. and .endowed with authority to

take action in all cases of non-compliance
w1th the Act.'Z . T .
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Sil".E._'CQ‘R N‘WALL: I am aware of the
excellent way-in which the, agents of the
various approved societies in.Ireland as
well as in -other parts of the United

o HOUSE OF COMMONS

Kingdom discharge the duties which fall -

upon them in connection with-the National
Insurance Acts. Their rate of remunera-
tion, however, Is a matter for the societies
themselves to determine, and does. not
come within' the province of the Com-
missioners. There is no intention of
introducing legislation in. the "direction
.suggested by the hon. Member; for the
reason given in my answer to him on the
24th instant. .

Prisons (Disciplinary Punishments).

Mr. E. HARVEY asked the Home Secre-
tary whether he lias considered recent
evidence from America showing that the
new methods in use at Auburn and Sing
Sing Prisons in New York State.have im-
proved the -standard of conduct of the

prisoners, reducing the number of cases

in which prisoners have had:to be punished
for offences against discipline and having
marked effect on former recidivists; and
whether he will  encourage at least some
experiment in this duectmn 111 one or
more British pllsons?

Sir G. CAVE: I am not in possession of
any official evidence showing the  effect
on the conduct of prisoners. of thé new
regulations recently introduced in certain
prisons in New York State ; but it appears
from various veports in the Press and
otherwise that opinion differs’ greatly as
to their value. ,I am not in present cir-
cwmstances prepared.to make experiments
in the direction suggested by the hon.
Member.

Postal Service, Maldon.

.-8ir F. FLANNERY asked- the Post-

master-General whether-his attention has .
been called to the inconvenience-arising :

will postpone -the first deliv ely of moming

from recent changes-in-the postal services : }
to; and -from the. borough of  Maldon; ; ,
whether ‘he is--aware that these.changes :

a,_qcelera,te_ the last coll_e_ctlon i of_lct_ters s0 -

that the-collecion will close-at 6.30; p.m.; ‘

b
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whether he is aware that Maldon .is. a
separate borough and the centre of a large
trade in the distribution of food both ¥y
sea. and land, with munition works, iron
factories, saw mills, and flour mills of
large size, in addition to a number of com-
mercial and private residents, many of
whom leave Maldon for London at eight.
o’clock and do not return until after the
postal collection above réferred to, and
that their correspondence will be delayed
by the recent change for at least one day ;
whether he is aware that the principal
post office is now open for only eight hours:
per day instead of twelve, as formerly;
that the deliveries have been reduced from

three to two per day, and that the last.

collection for London is now at 6.30 p.m:
instead of 10.30 p.m.; whether the change
was made in consequence of increased
remuneration asked for by the mail driver
by reason of the price of oats and fodder ;

if so, will ‘he say whether such increase-

was substantial; whether any steps were
taken to obtain tenders for the work; and
whether he will arrange to revert to the
same postal service as formerly, or, failing
this, will he receive a deputation of the
mayor, alderman, and town council upon
the subject ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: The facts with
regard to the postal service are as stated
by the hon. Baronet. The mail contractor
asked for an increase of remuneration
(amounting to about 30 per cent.). No
useful purpose would have been sérved
by inviting tenders for a.fresh contract,
as it was evident that the maintenance
of the road service would involve con-
siderable increase in expense, and no
sufficient reason was seen for making an
exception in favour of the Maldon district.
to-the policy which, wherever practicable;
has been pursued throughout the King-

‘dom generally in cases where the con-

tinuance of a mail service by road would

‘involve an increased burden on the State.

I do not think that a deputation at the
present ime would serve any useful pur-

| -pose, as the change is so recent; but if"
-after,
-t0 make Purther- representations,
‘be prepared to reopen the question. -

say, three months it is still ‘desired

I shall

Housmg (Scotland)
Slr EDWARD PARROTT. aaked the

i Se(netzu‘g for Scotland whether and, if so..
-when he proposes to-introduce legislation
~on>the-lines of the-Report-iof:the:Royal
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Commission on’ the Housing of -the In- | with my colleagues in @is Majesty’s Gov-

dustrial Population of Scotland, Rural and | ernment and my advisers in'Scotland,:but

Urban? o : beyond referring to the pledges alréﬁ_&dy

: given by the Government to deal with the

Mr. MUNRO: "The Report is receiving | housing question, I cannot as'yet give any
my anxious bons'idqration in ¢0nsu.lta.tion definite undertaking as to legislalt,i'on._., N

[
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

BUSINE‘SS OF THE HOUSE.

Mr. McKENNA: Wil the right hon.

Gentleman say whether the House is to sit
on Friday, and, if so, what “111 be the
busrmess?
"Mr. BONAR LAW: 1 notlced last weex,
when I made the statement that the House
would . not meet on Friday, that that
seemed to be very acceptable to hon.
Members. . I know that there 1s a great
strain on Government officials when we
meet five days a week, and I believe that,
in the present state of work of ail kinds, it
is equally a strain on hon. Members of the
House.. We are anxious to get on with
the business, but in these circumstances
we ‘shall not meet on Friday until it is
necessary, and we do not propose that we
shall sit on Friday of this week.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE: Why cannot the
Education Bill be taken on triday?

-Mr. BONAR LAW: Surely the hon.
Member must know from his long connec-
tion with this House that, if we used every
Friday from now until the end of the
Session for that purpose, there would not
be the ghost of a chance of that Bill being
passed .

Mr. R. LAMBERT When will the Third
Reading of the Consolidated Fund Bill be
taken? .

Mr. BONAR LAW: The Second Read-
ig will be taken on Thursday. The ques-
tion of business proposed, I understand,
will be indicated on Thursday.

= de .
NEGTR

»00"SUPPLY —[30TE OcTOBER].
SuppLEMENTARY VoOTE OF CREDIT, 1917-18.

Resolution reported,” “that a Supple-
mentary sum, not exceeding £400,000,000,
be”~ granted to’ His Majesty, beyond the
ordinary Grants of Parliament, towards
defraying the Expenses which may be in-
cur red during the year ending the 31st day
of” March 1918, for General Navy and
Army Servxces in so far as specific. pro-
Vi is not made thercfor by Parliament ;
for*the conduct of Nava,l and Military
Operations; for all measures which may
be taken for the. Secuuty ‘of the Country ;
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for assisting the Food- Supply; and pro-
moting the Contmuance ..of.  Trade,
Industry, Business, and bommunlcatlons,
whether by  means of insurance, or
indemnity against risk, the financing of
the purchase and re-sale of foodstufis and
materials, or otherwise; for Relief of
Distress; and generally for all expenses,
beyond those provided for in the ordinary

Vote of. Uredit.

existence of a state of war.”

Mr. RUNCIMAN : For the convenience
of the. House it is desirable from time
to time to review the.measures which are

taken by the Government for

4.0 .M. dealing with the supplies of

food in this country, not only
because the supplies if they are abundant
will tend to soothe public feeling here,
and if they are short will tend to destroy
the healthy public opinion without which
no Government could wage war, but be-
cause the House, in dealing, from time to
time with financial problems, ascertains
how far its regulations are making in-
roads on the national exchequer without
making a commensurate - return to the
consumer. - I do not make any reference
this afternoon to the subsidy given to the
loaf, although I -am sure the Chancellor
of the Exchequer must have bad many
misgivings in budgetting for £14,000,000
additional to his expenditure, with the
object of reducing the. price of the loaf to
9d., and keeping it at that level. But I
think it is right that we should have some
information, not only for our guidance
here, but for guidance outside, where the
subject is of much more interest than
apparently it is within the four walls of
this House, as to the way in which the
Government is attempting to cheapen
commodities which are necessary for the
sustenance of our people. With that
object I propose to draw the attention of
the House this afternoon to four separate
topics. The first I only mention in pass-
ing, with the object of suggesting to the
Government that unless they give more
satisfactory information in the future
than in the past they will find it difficult
to justify their policy with the general
public. I take, first of all, the way in
which they have, by their administrative
action, raised the freights on the car-
riage of various foodstuffs since they have
taken complete control of the shipping.
We had a question this afternoon with

right hon. Friend 'the Member for Isling-
\ ton-has. both ‘inside this. House: and out-

Grants of Parliament, arising out of .the.

reference to the carriage of tea. My -
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side the House ‘drawn attention to the’

way in which the freight for the carriage
of tea from Ceylon to his country has
heen raised by administrative action.  As
long ago as July of this year attention
was drawn_ to the fact that the Tate of
freight charged for the carriage of tea
from Colombo to -this country has been
put up by theé Mm]stry of- Shlppmg

Tea iscarried from Caléutta on ‘the
basis of 50 cubic feét to the ton, and when
a contract was-entered into—T am speak-
ing of Colombo for .the moment—just
after the. outbreak of War; the rate was
fixed . between' the -importer.in- this coun-
try over what is known as the ‘‘.confer-
ence line,” running from the FEast, - at
the rate of 40s. to 50s. a ton on this basis.

-The House has had its attention drawn to

the fact that those rates under the admin-
istration of the Ministry- of Shipping
reached 270s. from some. parts, and 300s.
from .other -parts.: I am' not going to
dwell upon these. items, but I wish to
mention them in passing. If you turn
from. the East to the Westérn Colonies in
Africa, there you will find on the lines
running from the West Coast Colonies,
taken over by the. Ministry of Shipping,
that the rates on'practically everything
have been put-up. Questions have been
asked by various hon. Members through-
out the summer as to the reason of the
raising of the rates- of freight. I am
within the recollection of the House when
I say that not a ‘single Member of the
House was satisfied with the explanations
that were offered, and the fact now re-
mains that up to the present time there
has been no adequate justification given
of the increased burden which is thrown
on the consumers here in connection with
all commodities because of the increased
freights which have been decreed by the
Ministry of Shipping. When the bills of
lading on wheat are compared with the
rate paid for shipowners carrying wheat
into this country, they show a great dis-
crepancy between the figures. The Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry of
Shipping has explained to the House that
this is purely a bookkeeping arrange-
ment, and that we need have no anxiety
about the portion being borne by the con-

.sumers. We must accept that explana-

tion, but I feel quite suré that my hon,
Frlend will see that his explicit state-
ment will be carried out in fact. When
you come to any other commodity not
owned by the Government, such as cocoa,
coffee, and a number of staple articles’ of
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food, in every one of those. cases the dlffex

ence-in the actual net cost-to the Gov—
erniment of carrying them into this coun--
try under its requisition . has not accrued.
to the ' consumér. If these vessels are.
taken over ai a cheap rate, the whole of
the_ economy resulting therefmm should
accrue to the consumer. - The ﬁrst pomt I
wish to make is as to the cost of carriage..
After all, the Government have control
of nin_e-tenths of British shipping, and,

so far as the.cost has been reduced, thc
Government should not in any way .accu-

. mulate a credit-balance for the Ministry

of -Shipping, or indirectly for the Ex-
chequer, - but it’ should be' for ‘the 'sole
benefit of those who consume these comn-
modities -in these islands. : :

The next’ point I wish-to put is ‘this:
The Government have seen fit, from ‘time
to time, to fix maximum prices for varidus
commodities produced in these islands. "1
have no’ criticism as to the policy of
fixing maximum’ prices- for - commodities
which are produced here ; i I .may- say
so, if I had been in the same position
as Lord Devonport and as Lord Rhondda
I should have felt bound, -under the cir-
cumstances, to say.‘that in the case of
the few commodities: produced in ‘this
country, produced and grown here, it was
necessary to have-a maximum limit be-
yvond which the prices should not proceed.
But in fixing the maximum prices you
are dealing with one of the most delicate
instruments for which ‘the market can be
used. If you fix the prices too low you
will not get production; if you fix them
too high you pinch the consumer, without
keeping.down to. a great degree the profits
of the producer, and the result would be
that a_ great. many surreptitious bargains
would be forced upon those engaged in
these trades that proceed along competi-
tive lines. I will take the case of goose-
berries. produced for jam here:..The Food
Department decided that the maximum

price should be £20 a ton delivered on.

rail, and £3 to be allowed to cover cost
of commission, carrlave, ‘and -ev erythlng
When that maximum . price  was ﬁxed
there was no doubt that the purchasers
of gooseberries in large quantities, and
the general pubhc were éntitled to expect
that ‘the maximum price was a near
approuma,tlon to the fair ‘market value,

If the maximum had been put’ a.t £40 a

_fon, that maximum pnce Would have
_beeén regarded as unreal. The. impression
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given by the maximum price- nf ;820 ‘a ton'
was- that it--was ‘the. real piice, having
some ‘relation to 'the crop exp’ected, and
to-the demands made upon it. ~ Indeed;
otitside people ‘naturally - thought that the
Government were ‘much better informed
than private individuals on-these matters,
and that the £20-was -a-fair indication of
a short crop, or a fairly short crop.

" What has been -the result of fixing the
price at £20? First of all, a téndency
was shown for bargaining on that basis,
and, although this may be regarded as a
reasonable maximum, transactions were
carried through in great numbers for large
quantities, at £17, £12, and £10, and 1
am , assured by those engaged in this
trade that business throughout the season
has ‘been done at from £12 to £15, which
would have been a fair figure for goose-
berries instead of the £20 decreed by the
Ministry of Food. There seems,to have
been something seriously wrong with the
estimating -on which that figure was
reached. Let me take two or three other
classes ;of produce—damsons and plums.
To the same-way the maximum :price
began at £17, according to the decree, yet
damsons were. bought freely at various
times of the season at £6 a ton, and even
now, at this date, they can be bought at
£10. . Plums were fixed at.£15 10s., in
this case :including the £3 covering carri-
age, etc., yet plums have been bought
freely at £7, and the Ministry of Food
appears to have made a bad shot.” T cite
these instances, merely to point:out how
dangerous it is for any Governiment
Department to fix maximum prices with-

- out being equipped with the very best

technical and commercial knowledge .that
isobtainable, .knowledge that they may
be quite sure is not actuated by market
interests, ‘from which they ought to stand
quite: clear: :.:This iis .an example ‘of the
first..category of maxinium prices. They
hiave - given..trouble .in. the. mdrket. here
and: have :léd. to-.,a..certain. amount. of
expenditure :by. consumers by putting the
price. above the level at:which:the market
would ifself .have provided ihe.food... Let
e take. two or three.categories-of food
stuffs -whieh: are! grown .:to.. somen extent
here; bus: Whlch must beumpmted 'largely
frorm: abroad

made to thé fact ‘of ﬁ\m the n 3
plice 6f Veaiis too" 1ow Thave gn‘en"fhe
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‘cases of. prices fixed- ‘too high, let'me give
the cases” of ‘prices fixed too low. - The
price of beans was fixed at £42 whole-
sale, ~and- £56" retail per ‘ton. At that
very moment .importers in. this country
had- been buying beans ‘from America and
elsewhete for delivery here at noless than
£80, £85, and £88 a ton, but as they were
not to sell retail over £56, they burned
their fingers badly. Whatever .may be
said about the high profits.of merchants,
merchants are a necessary element in the
distribution of food, and it is quite certain
that they, like other people, if théy find
that owing-to the action of the Govern-
ment they are liable to lose ‘£30, £35 or
£40, .on an £80 transaction, they will not
repeat’ the operation. That is ‘exactly
what has taken place. I have got in my
hands sheaves of letters from -various
importers of‘beans and peas, and similar
categories ' of ‘food—American oats, for
instance—into this country, which show
that, owing to. the action taken by the
Ministry of Food, they and other pur-
chasers abroad will not repeat their
purchases. I am not here speaking for
the merchants, who are well able to look
after their own interests,” but I ‘would
point out from the public point of view
that it is. damaging. It means that- you
keep out of the country a great deal of
necessary food. The merchants—who
formerly, in the ordinary course of their
business, worked with overdrafts which
they gradually paid off as -the -prodice
came forward—mow will not enter -into
any of these purchases, because théy
knoew that they mean a certain loss. "It
is true that many of those mércliants who
formerly operated on overdrafts gradually
reduced from yeat to year have got bank
bhalances, but those bank ba-lances_ are
lying :more ~'or less dormant: - Baik
bdlances may be d good-or a bad thmg
in our banking' system, but the consumel

gets no satisfaction’ 011t ‘of theém: " Tt is
not hatik bdlances we want; for ‘the -sup-
p01t -oft our peopIe, But full’ \\alehouses,
and: ‘empty 1mp01tmg “warehouses are “a
great” danger: “What- 1 Wave: ‘said apphes
equally’ to ‘Gatnieal “and} to sOme'e\tent

tor" such commodltles as' S g :
'I‘hose “abe’ three 'm::tances"'whele 1 "Hope
iy el ﬁb‘ £6 revise
; - Fifhey c;innot dévise
betteT means df dezﬂmg w'th pach than bv
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Those remarks -are with -regard: to
articles that come mainly from abroad,
but let me take the case of potatoes,
-which provides us with a working model
of how pot to use the limifs.of either
ma\lmum or minimum .prices. -At the
bpeginning of this year a .guarantee was

toes grown this year—and I am now
#alkinig of standard quality of a certain
size and so on—&£6 per ton ‘was ‘to bhe
the mlmmum

year. ' It was finally cleared up, I think,
on the 2nd May, by an announcement
jssued by the President of the Board of
Agriculture, in which he said:

“In answer to the ingniries which have heen
saddressed  to the DBowrd of “Agriculture as to the
‘euaranteed minimum price for potatoes- promised in
‘the Prime Minister's speech in the Honse of Commons
on the 23rd February last. the President wishes it to he
known that the promise is to be interpreted on the lines
indicated by the previons offer made by the Food
‘Controller. ~ The Giovernment guar antee is to the
sgrower at a price of £6 per ton free on rail and free on
Bhoard for all sonnd marketable potatoes grown in 1917,

Detailed Regulations will be is ued ”

\Vhethei it was on the strength of tiat
‘announcement or .not, the fact remains
#hat in this country there was a large in-
«erease in the acreage devoted to the grow-

ing of potatoes. In Ireland the increase -

‘amounted to 117,000 acres extra, in Scot-
land 20,000 acres, and in England and
‘Wales- 80,000 acres. The season has ‘been
good for potatoes, the acreage has -been
large, and the result is that we end up
‘this vear with a crop which must be some:
tthing like 8,000,000 tons, which is prob-
‘ably the best potato crop we have had in
Great Britain in our generation, and
scertainly more abundant as compared
with last year than any of us could have
-anticipated when the total -crop ‘worked
-out at about 5,500,000 tons,. if my- memory
‘serves- rne ught Havmglgot ‘this abind-
ance, “Wwhat is the-effect -of -thé ‘miniinum
‘guaranted: as it 1s- now: demeed'b ; 01d01
First of all;’ theie \i&'a gr
Crop: iwhich “fariiieis:mt t-selquulckI\ ot
it will pemsh ~-There %
deal of wet; and; -apal .
Piropoitio ¢

from: ‘thatiag faid

be: destroyed and: indeed in soime distriets
1t s already: belng fed otf 10’ stack:© Some
transactionsiwe ‘know ‘have gonefthlough
ati- from+£3 1bsiutol£4. pl
Tvow that jint Iveland potatods have. fHeen
welling-fréaly
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Indeed, there was some
doubt about ‘it at first, and the Depart- ,

ments themselves, in the announcements .
‘that they pubhshed gave a variety of '
mfomla,’olon .in the early months. ef the.

~hasiibger a : good

of - 'the cmp ‘must he- ‘sold
Ppretty: qulcl\h“ SHE AT AN T not sold it will |

'-fﬁtson, and A

ats frdm £3: 005 tor B4 pet |

ton. _[lld(,(/d up  to uthé date n\\henwthe
Order become operative you mlght take

-84 Jas, a fair average market puce for
-potatoes. It “was tpurel\ ‘owing to the

artificial bound&n of .the date of the
Order that thc puce Jll]]])_)Ld from ‘34 to

£6° pu ton.
-given by the Government that for pota- |-

\{y hon. Friend the Member for Fast
Mayo (Mr. Dillon) asked the- Chancellor

‘of the” Exchequer the othér day whether,

in the case of those transacdtions going on

‘at: the pre-mid-Septémber prices, those
‘whe had sold at beélow £6 would be sub-

ject to, prosecution, and no .answer was
given. 1 observe that my right hon.
Friend the Chancellor said to-day that it

‘anny ‘man sold "below £6 he did a very

foolish thing. Surely I am right in say-
ing that undér .the Order-as it stands he
not only does a foolish thing but a c¢rim-
mal act. What I think we ought to have
cleared up to-day, and I hope the Presi-
dent of the Board of Agriculture will

“help -us in this,” is to know whether if a
man gives the consumer the benefit. of the-
potatoes at £4 per ton, is he going to

be prosecuted or is he not? Ts he merely
to be branded as a foolish fellow by .my
right hon. Friend, or to be prosecuted by
the agents of the Crown and to be subject
to summary conviction, fine, or imprison-
ment, ot whatever may be the penalty,
hecause he allows the consumer to get the
bencfit of the abundance of this vear,
not, T would observe to my right hon.
Friend, an abundance entirely due to the
minimum price, but to some extent .due
to ‘the goodness of God, for we. have
had -a good scason. Does not anvhody
suppose that, having got a good season,
it is the consumer who ought to get the

_benelfit of that as ‘well as the producer.

When you deal with these matters as-théy
will he dealt with by the consumer?and
the householdér, I think.it is a very diffi-
cilt matter for the Governmient td)sa;y
tbab thev will niot allow ‘tligse: potatoes to
Be. sold in t,he opén’ m(uket dn ect.” Take
W hat has happened up “fo the' present ‘In
manv ‘of -otir “potato arkéts . potatoes
have heen sold very freely i domé idis
tricts wit-fromids. to 4s, 6d. per:cwti whdle-

“sale, - rwhile “the September Ordeir ﬁ\es

the price-at 6s:-- In other: “woids;
hou%h, der, td- turn- it inte - ‘terms:s

fetatl: puces, as -able ‘to buyhis-or-her
potatoestat od: per-stone;sandthe Order
decrees - that: she Lmust\nob buy @t-9dy bat

oW * mustupm‘ Iss-2d.iThis is so»iuch |

aniinversion: of .tHeipolicy-which has.been
peesuedicbynithe. Govefnment: previously

o Tote of Credst., ‘1485 '
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thad: 1 cannot believe that they mean it
seriously, for the consumer will get no
satiifaction  out of, this method of in-
creasing supplies of our food stuffs, and
it 1s so contrary to the policy pursued
with regard to flour that I cannot believe

that it expresses the true pohcy of the’

Government.

‘Biit see what the effect of keéping the
price up to £6 per ton really comes to.
In. the first place it tends, I cannot say
more than that, to. the consumption of
more bread, and at the very. time you are
asking everyone to eat less bread you are
refusing to cheapen one of the main
starchy commodities which may be called
in as a substitute for bread. That is the
first thing. The second thing is that on
the basis of a £6 per ton price you cannot
profitably mill potatoes into flour. A
haker may in small quantities .put
potatoes into loaves at about this
price, producing 'a heavier and a
smaller loaf, which will not be so
popular as the larger and the lighter
loaf, but the miller who -wishes to
put potato flour into wheat flour cannot
do it at £6 per ton and make it pay,
though at £3 per ton he probably could.

.Then consider the fact that the forcing of

the consumption of bread by artificially
keeping down the consumption of -potatoes
means not only that we tend to consume
more- wheat here, but it actually reduces
the total gross amount of human food
available for the Allies. It is notorious
that both France and Italy will have to
provide, or have provided, for them more
wheat and maize in the coming twelve
months than they had to provide last year,

A smaller crop in both countries has been'
the,, natural result of bad weather and -

large armies. So far has this gone that
I am informed that a good many vessels
on their way to this country recently have
been diverted from our ports to French
ports, and possibly it may be to Ttalian
ports, and that we are, in fact, living on
our.. stocks. '

-Let me say a word of c01111nendat1011 to
the Wheat Commission for the enelgy
with which they have increased our
stocks. They set-about-this matter with
treaéndous ngoul It is true they did
thzvt without paying much respect to cost,
but; 1t was ievitable that they must put

. dap the price if they were.to increase the

quantities coming into ~ this country.
They have succeeded in raising our stocks

Vote of Credit.

to an unprecedented figure. We are living
on these stocks, so I am informed, at

present, and when I say “I am-informed *’

I mean through the ordinary mercantile
channels, for I have no official informa-
tion, and vessels are now being diverted
to France and Italy. Surely this is the

very moment when we ought to provide

our people with -a substitute for Bread,
and we ought to provide them -with the

thing which last year they would give’
and which’

almost anything to possess,
this year they would buy more freely,
were it not for the effect of the £6 limit,
not so much on their pockets as on their
minds. You must remember that people

| who have been in the habit of buying

potatoes up to the date of the September
Order at 9d. peér stone are not going
suddenly to abandon that at the mere
dictum of the Government and pay 1s. 2d.
per stone. There is a reluctance on their
part to do so. They know that surrep-
titious sales go on at lower price, and
they are all hoping that by decree of
the Government the market will be set
free, and that they will be able to come
in and buy freely. It is merely a mental
effect, but it has its effect on markets
and households. What I dnvite the

'Government to do is to say that they
are going to throw the market open, so
that everybody will benefit by the abun-

dant crop.
I should like to ask how the Govern-

‘ment propose to deal with the farmer,
, especially the farmer who planted on the

strength of the guarantee? The farmer
who planted on the strength of the

guarantee is not easily identified, for .

there are many farmers who, indeed, would
have planted potatoes last spring, since

with a great many of them it is their’

regular business, and certainly if there
had been no guarantee at all they would
have planted, in so far as the abundance
of seed potatoes and labour would have
permitted. But there must be a consider-
able number who did actually plant on
the strength of the guarantee. It would
be wrong of the Government to repudiate
the guarantee, and I was interested to
hear the Chancellor of the Exchequer say
this afternoon that under no ecircum-
stances would they do that. If they are
going to deal with this problem and give
any feeling of security to those interested
in the production of food, those people
must have the knowledge that there will
be no variation in ‘Government policy so

1488 ¢




1488
ing
at
da”
tile
nia-
ted
the
1de
ad,
the:

ive

ich

he

ld
ce
ir
e
1d
ce
Ve
T-
on
1d
te
to
'y

re:
e
d'
le
il

1489 Supply [80th October].
far as the guarantee is concerned. The
feeling of insecurity .whlch has driven
merchants out of foreign markets would
drive our own farmers out of production.
How is the gap to be -made up between
the market - price of £4 and the £6
guarantee? How is it to be filled up!?
The Government must carry -out its
guarantee and, if I may say so, I think
the consumer must have.the benefit . of
open market rates. Is that to fall on
the Exchequer? If it does, I do not know
what the burden will come.to. Perhaps
the President of the Board of Agriculture
will tell us, but it must be somewhere in
the region of £10,000,000 from -the :Ex-
chequer, and this added burden on the
top of the £40,000,000 for the loaf .is
surely @ charge which the Chancellor- of
the Exchequer could not have anticipated
a few months ago, and which must
lead to' embarrassment in  his own
Department, where estimates = under
normal conditions are cut rather fine.
If I may say so, I think the right hon.
Gentleman yesterday cut his Estimates
very fine. An extra £10,000,000 to be
spent will . disturb those Estimates. It
may make ib necessary for him, with the
approval of the House, to raise more of
his- income by further taxation to find
that £10,000,000. If so, does he think it
is well that, for instance, a good many
growers of potatoes, who grow potatoes
in the ordinary way of business, should
receive this very large subsidy?

There is within the knowledge of the
House a certain number. of able business
men who grow 5, 6, 7, or 8,000
acres of potatoes in the course of the
year. Some of them have done so to
their profit in the past, and, I believe,
to the general benefit of British agricul-
ture and British trade. They would have
gone on growing these 5, 6, 7, or
8,000 acres of potatoes anyhow in their
regular business. [An Hon. -MEMBER:.
“Who are they?”] If the hon. Member
déubts my word I will give him the
names of the growers. Some of these are
well-known to many hon. Members of this
House. Some of them have been good
enough, from time to time, to give their
services to the Government, and very ably
have they performed the duties allotted
to them. -See. what it means? Suppose
that a grower, say, of 7,000 acres of pota-
toes should get a yield of -8 tons per acre,
and the amount that had to be paid to
him by the Exchequer came to £2. per
ton. That, surely, is a very large amount
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to go into his pocket out of the Ex-
chequer, purely because of a guarantee
which may.or: may not have been a mis-
taken policy. . Why, £100,000 spent in
this way is not worth the while! At the
very time when the whole policy of the
Government is to abolish what, is- called
profiteering, I think the Government will
find it difficult to justify large payments
of this kind. They set public opinion

1. against them by attempting to deal with

the problem on this basis. It is because
of the difficulties that have arisen, be-
cause of this large expenditure at the
very ‘time when we ought to be reducing
our expenditure, so far as we can, in
order that we may prolong our strength
for the conclusion of the War, that I do
ask the Government to reconsider their
whole policy in regard to the fixing of
prices, and in so far as they can do so,
avoid in future any arrangement which
produces a heavy charge on our national
revenue.

Colonel COLLINS: The right hon.
Gentleman has this afternoon opened out
a subject of deep interest concerning
Government interference with prices and.
production. In the closing sentences he

" referred to certain potato growers who,

-House

t

under certain circumstances, might re-
ceive £100,000. He omitted to inform the
that these particular persons.
would not pay any Excess Profits Duty
upon that money. I have no desire this
afternoon to refer in detail to the par-
ticular commodities to which _the right.
hon. Gentleman referred, but "I am
anxious to intrude for a very few minutes
to place one or.two general considera-
tions about prices before the House of
Commons, and at the end to place s
definite suggestion before the Thancellor
of the Exchequer. So long as competi-
tion is an active and a virile force the
House of Commons has no desire that the
Government should interfere. In the
early stages of the War, when competi-
tion broke down, Government interfer-
ence was essential. If and when the
Government interferes, if on the one hand
excessive profits are not eliminated, the
public. are forced wultimately to pay
higher prices on account of that inter-
ference. On the other hand, if they
eliminate excessive profits, the ultimate
result is not to injure the owners, pro-
ducers, or distributors, and for this
reason: the Government fix a flat. rate,
which must be governed or influenced by

* the less efficient owner, producer, or dis-
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‘tributer. . With his profits assuled and
competiblon in prices eliminated, what
ds the result? The man’s. stlugglc to
maintain his position is safeguarded.
.Day by day the fear, which is an ever
‘present thing to every business man as
‘to his ability to pay 20s. in the £, is
‘removed. That, 1 think,  is one of the

.'nltlmate ‘results of Government interfer-

ence in the mattel of prices. In that

case’ T submit to the House that Govern- .

-mén-t interference in the long run raises
‘prices. How have the Government acted
Ain  this matter? There has evidently
been no central brain directing and con-
‘trolling the various Controllers and the
various spenders of the public purse. As
‘the right hon. Gentleman has well shown,
the House of 'Commons has no desire to
restrict reasonable profits on the one hand,
-and reasonable rates of wages on the-other
hand. But it is notorious that certain
trades have received particular ' favour
from the Govunmbnt -and I may instance
‘the agllcultmal trade, and timber as well.

How have -these prices been. fixed!
‘When the submarine.activity became pro-
nounced prices rose rapidly; the upward
curve -showed a sharp rise. The Govern-

. ment- fixed these prices,.and those con-

cerned accepted this new level of prices.

I submit to the House they should instead"

have adopted the principle of fixing
:prices based on the cost of production.
I am aware that the Government have
‘had this matter. under consideration for
some- time, but in all this fixing of prices
there has beén no-clear principle directing
their various activities. They appear to
deal with each interest as it arises. That
is a very human method of dealing with
probletis, especially under ‘a Parliamen-
tary system of government, where parti-
‘cular-interests’ can’ bring direct pressure
to-bear: © The same vesult happenéd svhen
lnmeased demands for wages -came from
tlie trade “urnions- and other bodies.- As

I have already sald no hon '"V[emben ;

modities and’i in the ';upply of labour. Thel e

mist, T subniit, he' some ‘finality in this'up-
ward trend: ot -prices;
W hat w1ll the end:be

othelwwe Ivdsk,
3T aglee 1t is an ex—
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matter some policy fixing, it may be, a !

definite rate of profit, and fixing, it may
be, a particular percentage on pre-wai
rates of wages. Let them submit their
policy to the House of Commons, secure

‘the assent of employers and trade unions,

and then, having fixed his policy, force
their will upon the many controllers,
upon the niany .men employed all -over
the country and elsewhere in spending
public money. I-appeal to the Govern-
ment this afternoon to think out some
national policy, and bring to an end, to
a finality, this upivard curve of prices!

The PRESIDENT of the BOARD ‘of
AGRICULTURE (Mr. Prbthero)-:_l have
to speak to the House to-day under one
disability; I have the disadvantage ot
speaking for.a Department which is not
under my direction. The House 1s well
aware that the Parliamentary Under-
Secrétary to the Food Controller is, un-
fortunately, absent through illness, and 1
have to represent him with a less accurate
knowledge of his policy and plan than
the Parliamentary Under-Secretary pos-
sesses. I hope that the House will,
therefore, be indulgent. But I cannot
touch upon either the first or the second
points which were raised by my right
hon Friend the Member for Dewsbury
(Mr. Runcmmn) —the prices of fruit and
the prices of certain vegetables. I am
sorry to say that I know nothing about
the prices, except this: that they were
in both cases, as I understand, fixed by
the Food Controller, after consultation
with, a large expert committée of friit
and vegetable traders. The question of
potatoes is one about which I can add
no more. -Of course, I fully' admit that
the moment you touch prices- artificially,
the moment you interfere with the
ordinary regulation of ‘those prices by
supply and demand, you land yourself in
a sea-of difficultiés. . There is no- doubt
‘about that: - On -the othe1 hand ‘the very
fact of- the appomtment ‘ot a. Food "Con-
troller ‘nécessitates lntelfelence" with
'lheletme ‘the- moment youw desu‘

......

. bo_*?@pple‘lt a-Food' Controllel—and he'was
R ‘the -aliiost -

"EI belle\' “with
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these maximum prices, and about the

prices of potatoes and similar commodi-
ties, is, Has it produced the right effect?
Is it justified by economy or not? Is it
justified by vesults? This country is the
.only belligerent natfion which, instead ot
showing a décline 'in the productions of
the soil, can show an increase. As'com-
pared with 1916, there is an increase ‘'in
our product»iom under almost unparalleled

difficulties of the season, of labour, and .

the shortage of ‘many of the necessities of
agriculture. We can show an increase’in
production practically' ‘right along the
line. You have more wheat—I am speak-
ing for England and %sles—you have
more barley ahd oats. The area of oats
is the largest on record since 1914. You
have a larger area under roots, and yon
have got this very considerable increase
in the area of potatoes.

T gather from my right hon. Friend the
Member for Dewsbury that he did not
Pbelieve that the price fixed for potatoes
had very much influence upon. the: pro-
duction in the present vear. ‘On that
point I altogether differ from him. You
must remember—if I may take hon. Mem-
bers back to the period when -the price
was first fixed—that potatoes themselves
had gone up to something like £12 a. ton.
The Food Clontroller had power in his
diseretion to cut this price down to £8 or
£9, and he did so. The obvious effect of
this upon the mind of the grower for the
coming year was that e must 'be careful
whether he grew potatoes or not because
of the extraordinarily ‘heavy outlay which
would .be required in order to produce
them. Further than that the potato is a
crop-which, if grown to any quantity, falls
in ‘price- most rapidly. If we had grown
2 crop sufficient to feed ourselves; prices
would have gone down to £4. Every
grower knows that. What the grower
had to ‘face was 'this: He had to face
having ‘to pay something like four times
the ‘amowit usually paid fot seed potatoes,
He had to grow the potatoés dnland for
which he' could not' find~ the -ordinary
Tertilisers,” -and;' after “all, “it’ i’ on ‘tks
amount ‘of fertilise¥s- you ‘piit 'into the
land that the' ‘ineréase to™'8 tons ‘per
acre of which theé tight hon: Gentleman
spoke really deperided,. and e “irere’also
asking a man-with rising*prices ‘forlabouy
and without fertilisers to lWelp-hiim prow
his crop ‘to'incur “an''éxpenditire” of four
tines ' the - amoudt> wsdally’ paid fort
$eed. © When “you reflect” that you
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acre, you will understand the enormous
increase that means in the cost -of
production. - . Do

" The price -of £6 per ton was based on -
careful calculation of the ‘cost of produc-
tion in the present year. -1 have here
before me tables of estimates of the prices
which were furnished to the Food Coritrol
Department and these show the cost of
growing potatoes averages from some-
thing like £35 to £42 per acie. Suppose
you have got-an average crop of potatoes
—that is, 6 tons to the acre, and you
multiply the 6 tons by £6, you get a sum
of £36. That does not show a very large
margin of profit to the grower. We. had
to face that situation, and by fixing the
price at £6 per ton I venture to say.have
secured for this country a record crop—
a record crop of valuable food which will
relieve the strain upon our. shipping. as

! well as upon our finances and provide us

with a great quantity of excellent food..
Therefore, whatever objection’ there .may
be—and there are many—to the policy
we pursued, there can be no question as to
the excellence of the results obtained ; and
that is, after-all, I venture to submit to the
House, the main poirit.© We have ‘got the
potatoes, and should -there be amy gréat
difficulty in- disposing of them I would
point out it presents a far easier problem
to deal with than the problem -of dealing
‘with a shortage-in-the food supply.. -
When originally that price was' arranged
by the Food Controller it. was done alter
prolonged consultation, spread over many
days. It was the intention of the then
Food Controller to buy up the whole of the
potato crop at that price and to retail.it to
the consumer. .For some reason or.other—
of which I am not perfectly. aware—that
plan has not been carried out, although it
is at .present being discussed. .- At. any
rate, it was the plan that was propesed,
and the:peculiar form in which the -Food
Controller drew out his first Order:shows
that quits clearly:. He arranged for a slid-
ing scale of:prices which amounted, in.the
aggregate, 'to-£6. It was  £5-10s.5107 the
first instance, -£6. in an intermediate
period;,>and £6.5s. or £610s.-later on.fithe
offer: of: £6-per-‘ton was-made -subjéct-to
this-:sliding® scile forall:: 4-ton : 1ot of
inarketable 'wire delivered fres on rail or
on-board.: It is-open tothe Food Con-
troller at theipresent:moment; to: revert to
-thé planof:buyingip thewholeserop at

shateprice, and-when hecan: get trafisport

seedlings 67 'the Vextent “6f% 1 ton’ pet { te retaillitatisuclia priceid$ e mayihink
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fit. Why nothing has at present beén dcne |
Gentleman thie |
. Member for Dewsbury stated that we had

is this: The right hon
got a bumper crop. I do not know upon
what he bases that assertion.

Mr: RUNCIMAN : We were informed in
the House last week that that was so by
the representative of the Food Contlol

Department
i

Mr. PROTHERO: Tha,t is to say, the
representative of the Food Control De-
partment no doubt told the House there
was a large increased acreage under
potatoes? :

Mr.. RUNCIMAN: I am sure the right
hon. Gentleman would not wish to sug-
Let me
repeat that the hon. Member who repre-
sents the Department told us that the
estimated crop this year would be'8,000,000
tons.. That was said in reply to a question
from, I think, this bénch.

Mr. PROTHERO: At all events, my
point is-this: It is necessarily an estimate
because much of the crop is still in the
ground, and until it has been lifted you
cannot say what the yield will be. All that
we do -know is, that there is a certain
acreage under, potatoes, and that accord-
ing to the average the crop will amount to
so-and-so, but until you definitely know
how much there is you.cannot profess to
deal with it on a large scale. 1 think that
is an obvious argument. In Ireland, for
instance, I believe the potatoes are not
lifted until late autumn or early winter.
They certainly have not yet been lifted to
any very great extent in England. When
hon. Members say that farmers would be
willing to sell for £4 10s. their present
crop, I think no doubt they would. But
what would be the effect ? You would have
rushed upon the market a great quantity
of potatoes, far more than it could deal
with, and as a_ consequence much of the
crop would be wasted. You cannot do it
at -once for one special reason, that the
demand at ‘the present moment for
potatoes is, it must be remembered, un-
usually small owing to the quantity of
potatoes grown for domestic consumption

- by a quadrupled number of gardeners all

over the country. That is a fact which
does not appear in any statistics; But it
is a fact which .strongly governs the
present demand for potatoes. Of course
the farmer wants to rush his potatoes on

HOUSE OF COMMONS

.country home made.

to the market. Obviously he would.’ In
the first place potatoes weigh more
heavily now than they will six months
hence, and, in. the second place, if he can
put them on the market now, he will not
require to clamp- them, and -he will . not
run the. risk.of loss through their becom-
ing diseased. All these points have to.be
considered :by the Food Controller before
he can arrange his.scheme for dealing
with the potato crop, and if there is any,
delay at.the present moment it is due to
the fact that he is considering various
ways in-which to deal with the crop, ways
in which he can receive the flux and also
various ways in.which large quantities
can be preserved until later in the year

and indeed until May and June next. . ' -

This is not as simple a problem as the
right hon. Gentleman the Member for
Dewsbury seemed.to suggest in his speech.
1t bristles with difficulties at every turn,
and you cannot ask the Food Controller
to hurry. his decision at the - present
moment. I may say he-is very doubtful,
and I.rather share his_doubt, whether ta
reduce the price of potatoes to the con-
sumer by id.: per lb. is likely to largely.
increase the demand for potatoes. I very
much doubt if it is. The present price, be
it remembered, provides.efficient control
over the profits of the wholesaler and
retailer while the consumer has to pay,
1d. per lb.. Remember that that is being
paid in.the fourth year of a.great war;
and if he can get them at 1d. per 1b. I do
not think you are going to largely increase
the consumption by reducing that price
by 1d. To my mind that is very doubt-
ful. It is, .however, one of the many
points which we have to consider, and it
will be considered very .carefully. Then’
the .Food Controller has to consider
various -ways of dealing with this
estimated flux. We have plans, for
instance, for converting these potatoes
into flour. We have plans for using them
straightway in the making of bread:
We have plans also for using them for
industrial alcohol, and if to any great
extent they can be used for that purpose,
if the crop is so.large that without risk
to human food we can so use them, we:
shall find that we have a most . valuable:
source of motive power here in thls
All these are ques-
tions which arise out of the problem of
potatoes, and I venture to submit to the
House that if the Food Controller has at
present not evolved a cut-and-dried plan
he is considering all these different
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problems, ;md -as soon.as he knows what
the exact surplus is he will be plepcbred

to act.
of coulse, I qulte agree that the sooner
we get a solution of this difficulty " the,
better. I do not wani it
5.0 p.m. drawn .out for a single mo-
: ment; but until we do kncew
the actual figures it is, I venture to. think,
idle to complain that we are.not deahng
“with this potato préblem, Supposing, for
instance, .the Government went into the
market and -bought up large quantites of
potatoes for distilling ,into industrial
alcoholi and. after wards we found that this
crop was not such a ma.rvellously good
one after all; or that a very severe frost
had dlmlmshed the quantity, as it well
might, by half a million tons. What a
foolish ‘position the Food Controller would
be placed in!  From every point of view,
therefore, I submit. .that the House must

wait .in patience. for the Food Controller-

to. take, action .on this point. . I also tiaink
that if. you consider. the great risks that
were run—and . they were. great. risks—py
the growers of potatoes,:and the way in
whicn tney rallied to our appeal, or the
appeal, if you like to say,.of the £6 a ton,
no one would wish the Government to
back down from the. ofter that was made
to them:- What we did was to appeal not

" merely to the men who grew potatoes and

who-knew all apbout it. We were dealing
with a very ldrge number of men who
probably had mever grown potatoes-in
their field before, people who were not up

to the itricks- of the trade, who~did not’

understand. it on a- large' scale like that,
and ‘we ‘had, I venture to think, to give
those-men the guarantee that if they grew
potatces, whethier ‘their crop-féll down to
the extent of £4 or rose to the average of
£¢, they would-be assured of gettmg their
£6 per ton.’

. As the Leader of the House has said, it
is the Govcrnment’s intention in some way
or other—and there are various plans that
are now before the Food Controller for
combining that  performance of the

- promise to .the farmer with a free, uncon-

ptrolled market—to keep faith with the
farmer. The essential feature of it is that
the faith of the Government with the
farmer should be kept. I should like once
‘more to.remind the House where we
should be if we had not. this enormous
quantity of potatoes, We should be in the
-greatest ‘possible need. There it is, and

the methods of dealing with it are par
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One
other point I should like to put to the
House is this. There are certain varieties
which will. keep, and there are certain
varieties which arer more or less perish-
able. Are we to encourage the farmer to
rush those potatoes which have keepmg
quahtles into the market now, Or are we
to fry-and use the whole supply with the
grea,test economy, so as to preserve the
food for the nation? I regret very much
that the Food Controller should not have
had justice.done to his position by one
who.was more .conversant with. his policy

Vote of Credit.- -~

" and plans.than I am. Whatever may have

been my. differences-and those of the Food
Controller in the past, I have always felt
that the Food Controller is the man who
occupies the most difficult position in this
country, that he hag to dlscha,lge a most
thankless task, and that it is only the
highest sense- of pubhc duty ' which
mduces him to remain in that-office.

Mr LOUGH: I am sure that the whole
House has listened with the greéatest in-
terest to the speech of the right hon.
Gentleman. who has Just sat down’; but
before inviting consideration .of one or
two of his very remarkable propositions I
would like to ask this question of the
Leader of the House—Do the Governnient
consider that the right hon. Gentleman
who has just sat -down-has given an
answer to the question that has been put
with regard to potatoes, namely, how is
the Government guarantee to be fulfilled ?
The right hon. Gentleman (Mr. Prothero)
has made a most remarkable spéech. My
right hon. Friend (Mr. Runciman) asked
a most direct question: “ Will the growers
who have already had to sell at £4 be
prosecuted?’’ He received no answer.
The question has been put in the opposite
way by myself and other hon. Members
at Question time: ‘ Will those forced by
circumstances: to sell under the guarantee
be compensated 2’ No answer was given
to that. It is no use for the right hon.
Gentleman to stand up here and tell the
House that the Food Controller is in a
difficult position. I am going to analyse
that; and my answer is that he has put
himself in that difficult position. It isthe
part of government to get out of diffi-
culty, and I say we have had no  fulfil-
ment to-day of the promise that the right
hon. Gentleman (Mr. Bonar Law) gave
yesterday. I would appeal to the Leader
of the House as to whether he did not tell
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me yesterday that it 1 ‘put a question at
the end of Questions to-day he w ould give
an angwer.

.

The CHANCELLOR of  the 'EX-
CHEQUER (Mr. Bonar Law): No. The
right hon. Gentleman came to me privately
and said it would gleahly help the Debate
to- day if we would gl\e an answer. I said
we would give one if 'it were possible to
do so

Mr. LOUGH Yes, but the right hon.
Gentleman- ga\e us a far more specific
answer than that when my first guestion
was put. His answer was that the War
(fabinet had been considering this problem
and had alI‘IVPd at a decision upon it.

Mr BONAR LAW.: Not at all. The
right bon. Gentleman must try to be a
little more accurate about his facts. I
said that the War Cabinet had considered
it, that it was an extremely complicated
and- difficult- problem, bui that I hoped in
a few days to be able to give the decision..

Mr LOUGH I w1sh I had time to con-
sult the OFFICIAL Rrrom The words
were, ‘“ a day or two,”” and-in consequence
of this promise 1 went across and asked
the rlght hon. Gentleman w hethel it would
be to-morrow. :

Mr.. BONAR LAW: The' right hon.
Gentleman came over to me. I said I was
not at all sure that I should be able to
answer him. He said, “ Well, give me the
best answer you can.” That was all.

Mr.'LOUGH: T am always anxious for
the Government to do the best.they can;
and I must say that if what they ave done
this afternoon is their best they leave this
House and the country in an extraordinary
position. They have. admitted up to this
moment that it is a difficult matter. Is it to
be laughed away.in the way that the right
hon. Gentleman who has just addressed
the: House -attempted to do? He says we
must await with.patience.the action of the
Food Controller. I reply. that the Food
Controller himself will not wait. He issued
a potato- Order lasi week.. e issued
another a month ago.  He is bursting with
impatience.. I spent 2 most miserable hour

this. morning with, the Food Controller.

TLaughter.] . Well,, wé are very -good
friends, and I hope I.am with the right
hon, Gentleman . opposite.- Perhaps_ the
FGod Controller dld no% enjoy it any more
than- d]d ‘the Leader of the House. . That
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was not my fault. I had a good case to
present, and 1t. was because the ways of
transgressors are hard that he may not
have enjoyed his position, as the right
hon. Gentiemen opposite do not . enjoy
‘theirs.
causing the greatest disturbance in the
country. I mean tea.
a. price that is to come into effect to-
morrow, and he has given a fortnight’s
notice about it. 1 said, ‘‘ Wait a little until
you have looked into the difficulty,” but
we could not get him to wait a moment.
He was full of impatience. There is not
a day on which I do not get a fresh Order
from the Food Controller, and up gets the
right hon. Gentleman and says, amid a iot
of other extraordinary -circumstances,
““Give him time, and let him go slowly.”
That is what the House and country would
like him to do; to drop all these orders of
his for two or three months; and it would
be a great benefit to the whole country.
That is the main point, that arises.out of
the right hon. Gentleman’s speech,.but let.

-me just ask the House’s consideration for

a moment to, one or two of his axiomatic.
statements. He said that the Food Con-
troller had fixed prices in.consultation
with the growers. . What an extraordinary
thing to do. Did.you ever know growers
who would not ask a big price? That is
what the country complains of, and it is
the House of Commons that has to put.the
case of the consumers, who are much more
numerous. Then the right hon. Gentle-
man made this statement, and it reminded
me of some very doubtful propositions he
laid down in his last speech.. As I am
criticising him so.severely, let me say that
three weeks ago he made an excellent
speech.about beef. He then stood on.my
platform, and what was he doing there!
Atter a profusion of compliments to the
Food Controller, he. attacked him more
severely than any man has done. =

Mr. PROTHERO: I beg the right hon.
Gentleman’s pardon. Has he a copy of
the report of my speech? Because I think
he is going on an entirely mistaken idea.

Mr; LOUGH: I assure the right hon.
Gentleman- that I.read the speech .most
carefully. I thought it a most delightful
speech by a man on a subject which he
understood—a thing that we -do not
always get from those Benches. Especi-
ally, T read .all he said about the Food
Controller, who has be