k7%h sugust, 1932,

iy dearest Friend,

I delayed writing in reply to your lestor of august

- 8th betause it 1s 80 difficult for we to suy anything bhelpful

when suoh culmaith wixl sorrow has bhefallem you. I know so
well what it Tseans to you to lose your best friend Phipps,
Juat ut tlLis hour when dear little Anne .arie needs his help
and adviee s0 zuch. The short timell had the pleusure to ba
with him was sufficiemt to learn of his sympathetic and dis-
tinguished personaslity, and I sew froa the wuy he spoke how
daevoted he wus to you amd your daughtor. It csne to ua as

a groet shock when one woraing Countess Eltz uadvised us of
this trugedy, but for hin it woy & grout mercy to pass awasy
80 unexpectedly and with no auffering. That is some consoclation,
but for you it will be difiicult to overcome thris great shoock,
and 1 kXuow how much your dear anne iiarie feols it.' ’lease
accdpt from ue both our deepest sympathy.

i{he day after it asppebwed Svuntess adivd cwie uwl'e
to lunch and she told us the detrils of how it happened. 1
am surs she is a splendid companion und friend to ;our deugihter.
This last vweakemd, kiowin: she w:s slone, we una her with us
in the gountry, xhich 1 think she emech enjayed.

1 myself, after the very hard tine I hoveo hed during
the lauyt yeur, am ¥ory !much in neea of rest, and so I fo down
snd Join my fumily when 1 cemn, but 1 had to coms up yesteriey
to fiansah tho portrait of the aircihbisho: of Canterbury. 1
an returning tonight, and simll be tiore till the 24th. ilesn~
while I hear thet Anne iarie and the Countess Lltz will be
anuy.

The doctor wishes :1¢ %0 spend at loust o fortnight
in 5%. Blazian, in the Black Foreat, and teke a thorough rest
away from all my duties. I have not decided ye$ if 1 will do
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80, but in any csse before 1 leave 1 will do u sketch of

anne Jarie rfor herself, 1 have alreudy done u sketch of har
and the Countess, to be included in ny larpe sicture, to which
you kindly guve your neraiseion, but I will only dbe able to
paint them on the laorge canvas if you will let her be here

for longer ~ let us say till the end of Septeber. leuse

let ;a0 know what your .lans are. If you write to thias addross
lettury will always be forvarded. e would both vory auch like
t0 know how you are progressing, asnd whet your next move is.

Ve hope tiat you will get sone beneficinl $reat-ent
snd soon revnin your sfrength, to be enual td your splendid
apiris.

Ve ure all well. Loxne of the boys are with us. Ve
are un howr's run fron London, at wentworth, nesr “indsor. in
beautitul surroundings, right on the golf likks, rhere we play
a yﬁht denl. '

ily wife joins e, and our sons, in best wishes for
a speedy recovery, and with warmest reguxrds

Believe e, *

Alwuys Yo & davobud Iriou,

Beron Rudolf vou Sletian,
I, Heichsrattatrasse 7,
Yienna.



