22nd. December, 1930.

It is not due to negligence on my part that I

. have delaysd replying sooner to your friendly letter, but

t0 the incessant work Which keeps me so fully occupied

end which prevants me from doing what I so oftmn long to
do for mysalf. In addition to my heavy dutiocs in cone-
nection with my Studio I am kept very busy with zije™
responsible work es President of The Hoysl Soclety of
British Artists. Aleo, since 1 last wrote to you, our
gon Storhon has become engeged and the wedding takes place
on January l4th, to which day we are much looking forwnrd,
as we sre going to havs a very nice and atiractive daughter-
in~law. I ahell not fail to gend you some photographs of
it.

I have mot yet been adble to seltle down to puint
for my own pleasure and to start on xy long-deaired big
composition of which I spoks to yoit, but I greatly bope .
that the New Year will ase the picture born. I have been
trying to get out to imerica since lua? Spring to peint the
President and have posiponed my visit thers three times, so
I am afraid they will not wait any longer for me. I have,
therofore, promised to go Gefiniiely during the second half
of January, but whether my visit will come off is snother
mattar. If I do go it will be for about five or six weeks
only, &3 I must be back here az sarly as possidle to prepare
for my fortheoming Exhibition in Paris in June. This will
be umy first collective Bxhibition and will be a very Lmpor-
tant ons, and I much hope I shall be able to grest you there
an the Opening Day; you must come to Pexris! Moreover, it
may interest you to mow that I have been asked to write a
book on portrait peinting, which will deal for the most part
with my 1ife and experience; the Firm who will pudlish it
is Seeley, Service & Co, Ltd., and they liope %0 bring it
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ot next Christmas. They have in mind %o have it trans-
lated into various lsnguages for publiocation. -

I was in Venice at the end of Septenmber for a few
days a5 I was invited to be present when the King of Italy
visited the Intermational Art Exhibition there whers my
portrait of the Frince of Piemonte was exhibited.

In our fenily things are moving like plants grow
in gardens, and accoring to the mamier in which the gardeners,
like parents, look after their plants, ao the plants grow.
Henry, as you kmow, is et the &ondon University; Stephen,
for a changs, is going to be nirried; Peul is already at
the Bar; Patrick 1s in Aceriea for a fow wonths studying
American sconomics at the Harvard University; we expect him
dback by Lcster. In eddition to taking second in Honours he
has to write an essay on econamics in order te qualify Lfor
a higher Qegrco. John 1s proparing for Balliol, Oxford.
Meanwhile I em going down the hill and beginning to decay!

I must thank you for the book you sent me on Von
Btilow which, I mst confess, I have not vet had time to reed,
but which I bope to soon. I am surs there will be no other
books on that greet statesmen whiech will campare with yours,
as you know him so well doth in his political end social 1life.

Vo are cpending & quiet Christmas et home, and I
supposc you will be stuying with one of your many friends
during the Cestive days. Beforo I closs I must tell you
that I cent a telegrem to King Fardinand of Bulgaria on
Boris's wedding day, ¢o which I received a most delightful
replYye«

Hy whole family joins me fn sending you heartiest
best wishos for a happy ilew Yoer. I do hope we shall meet
in 193L; it is fowr ycars sinco we vere together ir Venice.




