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A SCENE FROM DIGKENS. \—:
Christmas without Dickens is fino plum puddine.
without the sauce. The Sphere Christmas Number
(2s-) is notable for a ine double-page colour plate
by F. Matania, showing ono of thc most appeal-
ing inoidents in the early part of Duvid Cogper-
yield—+the start of David's journey frout Lendon
to Yarmouth. 'Fhis alone will onsure a wide
demand for tho Sphere, and there is much more
werk of much artistic merit. Of purticulary high
quality 13 the roproduction of the cathedral s.ene
grom * Naust,’” as pamted by 1, Cadogan
Cooper, AR.A. Simple, but_ricl in colour ng,
the figure drawing is supcrb. Under the needing
] % «When Red Rose Fought Whito ” is given 8
| foautiful series  of {llustrations of the iamous
Paston lotters. This is the first time these fa-ci-
nating documents have been pictcred. Campbell
Taylor, Archibald Darnes and C. K. and H. M.
Brock wre among the othar arbists
heen commissioned, aud tho fictjon is good ana
seasonable- :
. Philip A. do Laszlo’s picture, The Inspra-
tion,”" which won golden opimions at the French
Gallery this yoar under the title of * The
Dirawing Losson,” is the céntre-piece the|
Jllustrated London News Chrstmi: nurober [(2s.).
The. sparitual quality of the youshful. subject’s
faclal ‘expression focuses attention. Other natable
iotorinl works are Pierro (Gaston R gand’®
interiors of the cathedrals of Chartres and
Bourges, under the hoading, * 'The Glory ©
Stained Glass.” Attention 1s alzo attracted by
‘ation in colour of three old
fairy tales, whose fanta tic spirit
deverly expressed, and Ceoiges Daintu's peint-
ings of Japan under spow.,  There .are many

more pictures, and the array of authors includes
] “"
The

Vicente Blasco Ibanez, who has written
Widow's Toan.” A presontation plate is given
with this number: * The \otheriand,” by C. B !

Turner.




