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WHATi ARTISTS‘*EABN.'

Even the Most Famsi.l;s-Aécept
-Commercial Work.

The Royal Academy is less of a market
place tham it was, but fop mmny artists
it is still ‘the ono great opportunmity for
bringing their work to the notice of the
buying public. Most well-known- artists
hold their own shows now *before . the
Academy comes off. Sometimes 'a.dealer
will put up the money for the:show, or
the. artist himself will speculate. - One
well-known young artist told me: that a
show which he organised in New York
ost him mearly £500. His expenses were

Artists nbsolwt,oly dcependent om - their
ork will find it hurd to live unless they
wro eelebrated, or unless they do posters
wnd illustrating work. Few even of the
cown artists now think it infra dig. to
weept ecommoreial commissions, - The re-
:ont onterprise of a milway - in-- com-
nissioning o pumber of well-known asr-
ists to paint the beauty spos. along its
outo has given o fillip to this,branch of
he antists’ work.
Nevinson, perhaps the b&st -known of the
ounger amists, complained necently, that
is art in three yegrs had brought him in
vor £300.- But his piotures increase - .inm
alue overy year, and his poster and other
ork must be wory luerative. Lavery, De
zlo, Sargent, and Orpen are compara-
ely wealthy as artists go. For men: of
is calibre 1000 to 3000 guineas is a.com-
n price for a pontrait, Orpen’s dispute
th'Lord Leverhulmo over the price to be
id' for @ portrait shed light on- tho foes
hich " millionaires have to pay. for -the
vilege of being dome in oils by o master
T posterity, )
An antist is in the unfortunate:
ften. of having to scll a picture for five
ds, which he knows a ° dealer . may
ventmaﬂly dispese of for. .£50. Tor  a
ieturc is one of those things: which  is
onth just what anyone is.: preparmed to
uy for it. Thero are shrewd 'speculators
pirtures, just as there are - shrewd
peeuha.bons in the stock market. FEarly in-
estors in’ Orpens and Johus lave beon
ety lucky. Not long ago Johm' Quinn,” the
New York - collector, threw .on . the market
is entire-collection of Johuns. 'There wore
50 or 40 pictures, and naturally they did
wat fetch ‘‘boom’’ prices. . Jehu bought
ne in for £250, and coolly priced it, at his
Ailpine Gallery show two ye.am ago, mt SOO
uineas.
But. for every John and Orpem there-are
thousands of peinters for. whom . tho art
season holds the most vital of hopesand
fears., A picture or two eold. may. mean a
precarious  livalihood  guuranteed  for
another few montlhs, may ‘mean 3’ respite
from ~pot:boiling for serious - artistic
lapour. Tho cost of canvases, brughes, |
studios, models, and the artist’s Hiving, is'
not excessive, but it is serious emough for
men and women making such. alendor in-
comes ag.do the vast majority.of -artiste.




