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“No Majorities for
Nostrums”

N his serious speech in the agricultural debate in the
House of Commons on Thursday night, Mr. Buxton
reminded his opponents and, incidentally, his Labour
friends, that this “ Parliament had no majorities for

nostrums.” This does not at all indicate a bad state of
affairs. The production of food is not a subject for partisans

or extremists, but for those capable of discussion without heat -

or hatred of any kind. There are certain objects in connection
with it which all are striving for, independent of the politics
they profess. The increased productivity of the soil stands
first in importance, though not in sentiment. Many of
the Labour men would give that place of honour to increased
wages for the labourer ; but, surely, increased productivity
is the source from which better sustenance for the worker
must flow. Wages cannot permanently rise unless higher
profits are made. Does a rigidly fixed wage appear likely
to secure this end ?  The most intelligent student of politics
thoroughly appreciates the desirability of enlarging the
earnings of those engaged in the hard labour of the field,
but there is, generally, more than one way of getting to a
desired destination, and in this case there is a better road
than that favoured by the Labour Party. If they would
think it over in a reasonable spirit, they would find nothing
contrary to their aspirations and much that .would help
to achieve them. ,

The first object is to provide funds out of which better
wages could be paid. The next object is that, in whatever we
do, the importance of growing more food should not be lost
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dearest wish of the labourer to possess. We repeat, then,
‘that though a minimum wage is in itself an instrument of
mischief, it works to the advantage of everyone when
combined with the commission paid for work satisfactorily
done. To a Parliament where there are “‘ no majorities
for nostrums ” it ought surely to commend itself.

Mr. Buxton, in the course of his speech, dwelt on several
signs and tokens that point to a revival in agriculture.
He said- that statistical facts confirm’the view that the
industry is on the up-grade. Prices are fairly stable, arable
crops tend to improve. Above all, there is, he says, an
extraordinary demand for farms. - The number of bank-

ruptcies-has-beenfewer than the-average in-the years-1893-g———— - —-

This view of increased prosperity does not seem to us too
optimistic. The facts go a long way to bear it out, and
‘the explanation is that the more enlightened farmers are
‘widening out their activities. They are using the plough
to provide food for the dairy ; they are taking to pig-keeping
in continually increasing numbers, and they understand
the value of poultry far better than they did before the
war. If Mr. Buxton will go on steadily substituting
common-sense for nostrums a real revival of agriculture
may be expected to take place ’
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