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g Pr .us. :for
one tra,lt 0 qua.hty wluch ey all ‘have in'

common; ° 'there are a hundred different
qua.htles which. .any one - of" them
may have, and - the. possession of: a - smg]e
quahty in’a-superlative degree may give to
hat pa.rtwular work lasting beauty: Hence
rise the controversies .of criticis
rises jthe plqua.ncy for the lay .readeér of
James Laver’s miost " ‘interesting volume;,
¢ Portraits in' Oil and™ nega.r” (Castle. |’
10s 6d), in that Mr Lawer is nelther hide:
bound nor tliéory-obséssed, but of, 8 'delig
fully -Catholic. turn of. mmd He can be as
ympathetic to' the .revolutionary ideals-of a
Vyndham. Lewis as to the pastel -harmonies
f a Lucien Plssarro, and 'can.pour as much’
orn -on the old-fashioned sentimentalism
®ir’ Frank Dickse¢ as on the' senseless
echanism of a rabid Cubist. If Mr Laver
as a bias at all it is for the progressive-,
ess of the Slade School and the New Eng-
ish. Art Club as against.the unimaginative,
tagnation of the Royal Academy, and the
dindividual conviction—however mistaken it
nay be—of the modern :artist who sticks,
o0.his principles as against the naunseous
complacency “of "the' Victorians. = Sir Frank
Dicksee, ' lately’ elected - President of the
Royal Academy, comes but badly. off in this:|.
olume, being stamped as ‘‘the typi-
val survivor of, & mow almost
prehigtorie sch which® = Mr
Laver .cpitomises, . more in its. htera.ry
an in its artistic -aspect, in this slashing
commentary of “The Aca,demy Tus-{
ttated”'——~ : .
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. gy dogs gazing mom'nfully at,
the ooﬁ.ns of theu' masters, angelic children, a
:bloom upon- theiz. cheeks.  like that of wax
Frait, giving away.their dolls . to. ragamuffins;:
the wives of ermen uor the mothers of

ing
windows . into. the dax'k.ness, or - lighting
modarator oil lamps to gnide . the wa.nderer»
return . pink anvels, their lips frozen
into the fixed a.nd vacant smile of idiocy, old
women .in church, . g lers’ wives, fallen
‘idols, thatched: cotba,ges dying
fact, the whole torrent of mawkish senhment
smooth “paint, ‘and .an@mio’ "flapdoodle whxah_
goes so far to justify the worst excesses of:
the most ecoentrio of the. modermst school!

* % % .

Certm y ‘Mf Laveér is mot sparmcr ot
the . vinegar .that he mixes Wlbh liis: oill’
Yet he himself is by “no means al
modernist, but a calm, u.mpartlal and very,
aceurdte judge® "of modern, art. - One]
wishes at-timés that he: had not confined
himself so'closely to oils’and- sculptm'e, as
in’ doing so.he occasionally. g1ves a’ ont
sided. iew. of some- Tt i
Take © . Bra.ngwyn, )
powerful lines of h “and the‘
massive ‘dignity " of his -decorative waork:
are not. tonched -upon, with the. result’ ‘thas
the com ]
to the tapestry-like flamboyance’
oils, -the richly heaped: colours of Wlm,h
are rudl]y less -characteristic of Brangvv—vn
than. ' the ' magnificént . arches: of solid
m sourv, the sheer wall and immense ou'ders'

y

"[“hi's method, ho: er , of conuentmtmv on-
oils-works out ezceedmﬂ gly in the ¢ase of our

great - modeni 11011:1 1t
Iavexy John; M‘E

* “cha
1 1
' le

out+of-|

rming woman f

and:. so'nebudy offered
as a 20th” birthday
d peint me but Mr

. Ir~ John makes © hig

tigerish, and, besides, they
nable (il(.‘t)FlTldlsl)rS and ‘wear

1 chould not go io Nir

i

womon - looh ‘m

nd Jouma/

Sugent lest he should show that I had.dnink B
mpagne the night before and. had- a head- f
", ache, nor to Sir John' Lavery, for he would
atter my ‘‘modiste’. and .not me. ‘I do rot
think that T sbould employ Sir Wiilliam ‘Orper|
I should be xlcm}u.m7 but a; high 'light
my own bncabmc, nor.. MJ Roberts
beca.use I -dislike being draped in‘wet tissue
per, nor Mr de Laszlo, -because" it woild
_boré me ta look distinguished, no M
" hurst, for I should never have
“to sit bo - I-should- certainly “he
. allow"Mr Mark Gertler to compress, me into
a griangle, and Mr Wyndhim Lewis would

~paint e sharp-featured
» (which I should not be '

and charming woman).
We cannot all be young and heautxful a.nd
thercby .do credit to Mr M- Evoy
quisitely flattering.art, one reason ‘possi
why Lord, Leverhulmé - thoughtt,
John would do completest: Justice
self-made personal for. him;
John is never ahything. but’ ‘ilmost \sa,vagely
truthful. The wonder- !
Lord Leverliulme ¢ut off. and’ returned -the
bu'

which¢ I am .ot
A were a younv

hands from his pieture
the ‘head.
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. Despltc ”t,he faet th

y with the older: ma.ster, El Greco,
who mth all-his faults’ was ‘eternally’ sin-
cere, while his  imitator | hag - at
txm% too obviously *his tongue in' his cheek
It is .not always possible for' us to agreo
with Mr Laver’s ~ judgment, and in none
more notably than his-. enthusiastic verdict
of Wilson Steer as * “the greatest - flesh
painter of. modern times '’ and the-

English ]andscaplst “since
“stable.’’ It

ever,. to " find

in: both there is the uame scepncal. detazch-
| ment, .though 'Sickert is ‘perhaps the “ore
reticent of the two. Ne - bétra

himself, yet, as Mr Middleton Miurry
finely puts it somewhere—“ ‘He can get.as
much; and ‘enable us to get as much, out of
the end of a cheap iron bedstead as Cuvier
did from the fossil. bone 'from which' he re-
constructed the mammoth.’”. That' typical

| etching. of his, ¢ Jack Ashore,’’ depmtmw

a.sailor in a boar g-&louse bedroom with
his temporary wife, makes no concession to
‘sentimentality “or to caricature It is little
more than an outline, and.yet it encloses a
lifé-history, an-epoch, ‘and a civilisation.
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. Among- artxsts in- the. . Jea.lous .coteries
and submbs of a.rt the literary critic is ever|
€ sutpect A cprta.m amo_un_tvof artisti
tra.ininfr lie is supposed to have, but too
often he lacks that — for the. artist+—diving
phssession; ¢ tempera.ment ?3 with the. re-
sult that- artists ‘are more or less always de-
nouncing against those who Tip wp - thelr
canvases in prinf. Thete are exceptions to
the rule, however.. . Few ,artists ecan write
-well, but not.-a. few writers. have 'the true
artistic flare. Of such- M.essrs Clive Bell
and Roger.Fry are-perhaps our most up-to-
date and discriminating in-this cenntry, ant
| Mr James Laver may. now, by hig ““Po

1 ' be. added ag.




