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" is inevitable.
- somebody meant when he

. vention (yes: mventlonéw&w '
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—— ——rvuwn—purposeappeared Fo the writer.
But even' its purely literary condemnatlons often
seem to me unjust.
that all

Mr. Benson complains, for instance,

" Stevenson'’s characters talk like Stevenson, and.adduces

the example of an ordinary modern medical man
like Dr. Jekyll saying that ‘ The amorphous dust
gesticulated and sinned.” Now every novelist’s
characters talk a special language, sometimes amount-
ing to a secrét language. But there are many
great novelists of whom it is much more manifestly
true than it is of Stevenson.
To take an obvious example,

- obtain that last mgredlent by chance.

By G. 3!( CHESTERTON.

nds the power of the transforming drug beginning to
il, attributes it to Lthe possibility of some accidental
apurity in the first supply, a shade of difference that
mnot now be recovered through the formula, but
hich was the last determmmg touch in the success.
ae critic argues that this coincidence makes all the
ctor’s scientific calculations meaningless, and turns
e whole story mto ‘a mere anecdote of an accident.
_lonotagree. In any case, it is obviously an exagger-

" ation to say, as the critic does, that Dr. Jekyll “ might

just as well have faken a- thubarb pill.”” Nobody
supposes that any rhubarb pill by any accident could
contain any 1mpunty that would turn it into a drug
that would turn a man into a demon. If it could,
the taking of a pill would be a-more solemn and even
tremulous matter than it is. But it is qulte possﬂ)le
for an invéstigator: makmg very abstruse inquiries to
coine very near to a discovery; to fall short of it
by the lack of soni¢ unknown -ingredient; and to
We have all
heard of discoveries” made by chance, and many of

it is much more true of Mere-
dith. A certain amount of
that delicate distortion in
the mirror of a single mind
It is what

said* that art is life ‘seen
through a temperament. It
is what Stevenson himself
meant when he said that’
true fiction, and. even true
biography, demand *‘ the'in

" in - dialogue.”

perpetuatlon of a certain'key
But it is true
of more robust and ‘uncon-
scious geniuses who cared
nothing about all this ten-
derness of technique in the
culture of the ‘’nineties.
Dick Swiveller and Fred
Bayham are both florid and:
festive Bohemian talkers,
but nobody could doubt
which of them is Thackeray
quoting Horace and which
of them is Dickens better

to be his friend than to be his foe. He betrays; and
even the bribe he offers is not the bribe he gives. In
any number of old legends this is expressed by the
idea of the flaw in the deed, the unforeseen dlsadvan-

. tage in the contract.

It is very clearly conveyed, of course, in ““ Macbeth,”
where the juggling fiends keep their word of promise
to the ear, but break it to the hope. It is expressed
in another way in Shylock, who ruthlessly insists on
the bond, only to find the bond itself turn against
him. As there was a hole in these deals with the
devil, so there was a hole.in Dr. Jekyll's deal with the
devil. Shylock won his case; but he found that
winning his case was not the same as winning his
object. Macbeth won his crown; but found that
winning his crown was not the same as crowning his
ambition. Jekyll discovered his drug; but he found
that discovering his drug was not the same as possess-
ing his discovery He assumed that he must find the
formula in order to find the drug. As a fact, he does

find the drug, but he does
not really find the formula.
The power granted to him,
like that granted to Mac-
- beth, is a power really
“given capriciously -for a
moment and vanishing of
itself when its - corrupting

This seems to me quite
sound in a spiritual sense, or

<1 _tg call
'_,:: sense.. (fo Mwar
| of modernity to say it in
ancient Greek instead of
relatively modern Latin). It
‘seems to me spiritually
true, and all - the more
spiritual and the more true
because the spirits do not
appear. For the witches of
this Macbeth are invisible.
Yet Jekyll was really killed
by Hyde, as much as Mac-
beth was killed by Macduff.
So we ‘might almost say
that one of the dark ex-
“travagant conditions was

acquainted with the works
of Tom Moore. - COMMEMORATING 107

It is no reproach to a
novel by Stevenson that we
know it is a novel by Steven-
son, and that in this sense
each of a novelist’s cha-
racters is only the novelist
in disguise. *Nor is it true, in the instance given,
tha* the fantastic vet finished diction is only appro-
priate to the author and not to the character. Dr.
Jekyll was very far from being an ordinary medical
man, a common or garden doctor in Harley Street.
He was a man who had shocked all the ordinary
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. medical men, and shut the doors of Harley Street in

‘horror against him, by his utter abandonment to the
wildest psychical adventures and the most bottomless
metaphysical speculations. If ever there was a man

who must have waded through libraries of modern.

mysticism, and had his head buzzing with trans-
cendental terms and symbolical images, it must have
been that unfortunate physician. There is nothing in
"the’least improbable about his writing a psychological
self-analysis referring ‘to the mystery of sin and the
amorphous dust. But the particular point I wished
to raise was not this one, but another from the same
criticism. And even that I only raise for the sake
of a larger question, which goes beyond Mr. Benson,

" and even beyond Stevenson.

The critic considers it a deadly defect in the con-
struction of. the same story that Dr. Jekyll, when he

STATES AND CANADA: THE PRESIDENT HARDING
This memorial was erected, in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C., by Kiwanis International,
The bronze figures symbolise Canada and the United States, and an inscription records President Harding's words :
“ What an object-lesson ‘of peace is shown to-day by our two countries to all the world ! No grim-faced fortifications mark our
frontiers, no huge battle-ships patrol our dividing waters, no stealthy spies lurk in our tranquil border hamlets.
paper, recording hardly more than a simple understanding, safeguards lives and properties on the Great Lakes, and only humble

mile-posts mark the inviolable boundary line for thousands of miles through farm and forest.”—{Photo. by Kaufmann and Fabry Co:]

" atmosphere of the author and the hero.

YEARS OF PEACE, WITH AN UNFORTIFIED FRONTIER, BETWEEN THE UNITED
INTERNATIONAL COODWILL MEMORIAL AT VANCOUVER.
and the dedication was arranged for

them, I imagine, must have been made by men who
had already approached near to them by design. It

“seems to me quite possible (so far as any such story
can be called possible) that Dr. Jekyll might need .

some nameless. element for the completion .of his work,
and find that element apparently by accident. I say,

) apparenﬂy by accident, for that is the point—a point
~of much more importance in a parable than its

probability.

There runs, I think, through Stevenson’s story an
idea that is none the less original for, being old. There
is present an implication, all the more haunting for
being rigidly restrained, because of the.rationalistic
For the
particular artistic atmosphere of that cockney night-
mare, it would be obviously very inartistic if an angel
hovered over Jekyll or a devil over Hyde. But in
the background there are very big ideas, that have
been embodied in the images of angels and devils
fighting for the soul of man. Now one of the oldest
and newest, one of the most subtle and the most
sound, of those ideas about the spiritual struggle is
this—that the devil is a traitor. It is more dangerous

fulfilled here also, and he
_-was slain by a man that
never was born of woman.
The idea of the doctor
finding that the formula
itself is faulty, even after
fortune has permitted it to
succeed for once, seems to
me a quite legitimate and
convmcmg modem version or variation on this
ancient and profound theme of the devil and -the
disappointed man. Nor do I think less of Stevenson’s
story because it is only original in its trea.tment and

Only a scrap of

. .only traditional in its moral.

I.do not, of course, believe that good and evil
spirits are merely allegories that stand for abstractions.

. But, even considering the abstractions in the abstract,
there is here a very valuable abstract truth.

_Indeed,
there is a metaphysical truth rather too subtle to be

-expressed. in this type of ‘tale which the critic thinks

too- clumsyto be tolerated. Whena man clings to
one, fact, against the tide and torrent of the whole
truth, when he sets his feet firmly ‘on one possession
or one power, against commonsense and even his own
instincts about the nature of things, when he answers
everything by saving ‘I have the bond; I have
the promise ; I have the formula,” it is indeed true
that even his own talisman will almost certainly fail
him. For even if he thinks he possesses the whole
of it, he does not really know the whole of it. That
fact itself has aspects which he has not seen yet:
that talismanic jewel has facets—and a flaw.

OUR ANAGLYPHS.

Readers who have not yet obtained one of the special masks for viewing our Anaglyp):s in stereoscopic relief may do so by filling up the coupon on page 555, and forwarding it
with postage stamps value three-halfpence (Inland) or twopence-halfpenny (Foreign), addressed to * The [llusirated London News” (Anaglyph), 15, Essex Street, London, W.C,2,
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F I return for.a moment to the matter of Stevenson,
and the criticisms written by Mr. E. F. Benson,
it is not with reference to any of the more personal
matters I discussed in criticising that criticism. It is
only because it happens to contain a text for some
rambling meditations on a merely literary question.
I will not prctend to have changed my view. that
there was something curiously captious about that
criticism -as it affected the reader; but I can readily
believe that no such purpose appeared to the writer.
But even' its purely literary condemnatlons often
seem to me un]ust

Mr. Benson complains, for instance, that all

" Stevenson’s characters talk like Stevenson, and.adduces
the example of an ordinary. modern medical man
like Dr. Jekyll saying that “ The amorphous dust
gesticulated and sinned.” Now every novelist’s
characters talk a special language, sometimes amount-
ing to a-secret language. But there are many
great novelists of whom it is much more manifestly
true than it is of Stevenson.
To take an obvious example,

- obtain that last 1ngredlent by chance.

By G. 31( CHESTERTON,

finds the power of the transforming drug beginning to
fail, attributes it to Lthe possibility of some accidental
impurity in the first supply, a shade of difference that
cannot now be recovered through the formula, but
which was the last determmlng touch in the success.
The critic argues that this coincidence makes all the
doctor’s scientific calculations meaningless, and turns
the whole story into’a mere anecdote of an accident.
Idonotagree. Inany case, it is obviously an exagger-
ation to say, as the crltxc does, that Dr. Jekyll ““ might
just as well have taken a- rhubarb pill.” Nobody
supposes that any rhubarb pill by any accident could
contain any lmpurlty that would turn it into a drug
that would turn a man into a demon. If it could,
the taking of a pill would be a-more solemn and even
tremulous matter than it is. But it is quite possible
for an invéstigator: makmg very abstruse inquiries to
come very near to. a discovery ; to fall short of it
by the lack of soma unknown -ingredient ; and to
We have all

heard of dxscovenes made by chance, and many of

it is much more true of Mere-
dith. A certain amount of
that delicate distortion in
the mirror of a single mind

" is inevitable. It is what
- somebody meant when he
sai® that art is life ‘seen
througha temperament. It
is what Stevenson himself
meant when he said that
true fiction, and. even true
biography, demand * the:

; vention, (ves: mventxom._,

perpetua.txon of a certain’ key
‘in-dialogue.” But it is true
of more robust and uncon-
scious geniuses who cared
nothing about all this ten-
derness of technique in the
culture of the ’nineties.
Dick " Swiveller and Fred
Bayham are both florid and
festive Bohemian talkers,
but nobody could doubt
which of them is Thackeray
quoting Horace and which
of them is Dickens better

to be his friend than to be his foe. He betrays; and
even the bribe he offers is not the bribe he gives. In
any number of old legends this is expressed by the
idea of the flaw in the deed, the unforeseen disadvan-

. tage in the contract.

It is very clearly conveyed, of course, in *“ Macbeth,”
where the juggling fiends keep their word of promise
to the ear, but break it to the hope. It is expressed
in another way in Shylock, who ruthlessly insists on
the bond, only to find ‘the bond itself turn against
him. As there was a hole in these deals with the
devil, so there was a hole in Dr. Jekyll's deal with the
devil. Shylock won his case; but he found that
winning his case was not the same as winning his
object. Macbeth won his crown; but found that
winning his crown was not the same as crowning his
ambition. Jekyll discovered his drug; but he found
that discovering his drug was not the same as possess-
ing his discovcry He assumed that he must find the
formula in order to find the drug. As a fact, he does

find the drug, but he docs
not really find the formula,
The power granted to him,
like that granted to Mac-
- beth, is a power really
-.*given capriciously -for a
moment and vanishing of
itself when its - corrupting
work upon his soul is done.
This -seems to me quite
sound in a spiritual sense, or

to call a3

- of modernity to say it in
ancient Greek instead of
relatively modern Latin). It
seems to me spiritually
true, and all: the more
spiritual and the more true
because the spirits do not
appear. For the witches of
this Macbeth are invisible.
Yet Jekyll was really killed
by Hyde, as much as Mac-
beth was killed by Macduff.
So we ‘might almost say
that one of the dark ex-
travagant conditions was

acquainted with the works
of Tom Moore. -

It is no reproach to a
novel by Stevensonthat we
know it is a novel by Steven-
son, and that in this sense
each "of a novelist’s cha-
racters is only the novelist
in disguise. " Nor is it true, in the instance given,
that the fantastic yet finished diction is only appro-
priate to the author and not to the character. Dr.
Jekyll was very far from being an ordinary medical
man, a common or garden doctor in Harley Street.
He was a man who had shocked all the ordinary

. medical men, and shut the doors of Harley Street in
"® horror against him, by his utter abandonment to the
wildest psychical adventures and the most bottomless
metapliysical speculations. If ever there was a man
who must have waded through libraries of modern
mysticism, and’ had his head buzzing with trans-
cendéntal terms and symbolical images, it must have
" been that unfortunate physician. There is nothing in
"the’least improbable about his writing a psychologmal
self-analysis referring ‘to the mystery of sin and the
amorphous dust. But the particular point I wished

September 16.

to raise was not this one, but another from the same

criticism. And even that I only raise for the sake
of a larger question, which goes beyond Mr. Benson,
* and even beyond Stevenson.

The ‘critic considers it a deadly defect in the con-
struction of. the same story that Dr. Jekyll, when he

STATES AND CANADA: THE PRESIDENT HARDING
This memorial was erected, in Stanley Park, Vancouver, B.C., by Kiwanis International,
The bronze figures symbolise Canada and the United States, and an inscription records President Harding's words :
“ What an object-lesson of peace is shown to-day by our two countries to all the world !
frontiers, no huge battle-ships' patrol our dividing waters, no stealthy spies lurk in our tranquil border hamlets.
paper, recording hardly more than a simple understanding, safeguards lives and properties on the Great Lakes, and only humble
mile-posts mark the inviolable boundary line for thousands of miles through farm and forest.”—{[Photo. by Kaufmann and Fabry Co.]

COMMEMORATING 107 YEARS OF PEACE, WITH AN UNFORTIFIED FRONTIER, BETWEEN THE UNITED
INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL MEMORIAL AT VANCOUVER.

them, I imagine, must have been made by men wno
had already approached near to them by design. It

“seems to me quite possible (so far as any such story
can be called possible) that Dr. Jekyll might need . .

some nameless element for the completion of his work,
and find that element apparently by accident. I say,

~ apparently by accideat, for that is the point—a point

of much more importance in a parable than its
probability. .

There runs, I think, through Stevenson’s story an
idea that is none the less original for, being old. There
is present an implication, all the more haunting. for

. being rigidly restrained, because of the.rationalistic

atmospherc of the author and the hero. For the
particular artistic atmosphere of that cockney night-
mare, it would be obviously very inartistic if an angel
hovered over Jekyll or a devil over Hyde. But in
the background there are very big ideas, that have
been embodied in the images of angels and devils
fighting for the soul of man. Now one of the oldest
and newest, one of the most subtle and the most
sound, of those ideas about the spiritual struggle is
this—that the devil is a traitor. It is more dangerous

fulfilled here also, and he
‘was slain by a man that
never was born of woman.

and the dedication was arranged for The idea of the doctor
finding that the formula
No grim-faced fortifications mark our itself is faulty, even after

Only & scrap of fortune has permitted it to

succeed for once, seems to
- me a quite legitimate and

convmcmg modern version or variation on this

ancient and profound theme of the devil and the
disappointed man. Nor do I think less of Stevenson’s
story because it is only original in 1ts treatment and

. .only traditional in its moral.

I‘do not, of course, believe that good and evil
spirits are merely allegories that stand for abstractions.

. But, even considering the abstractions in the abstract,

there is here a very valuable abstract truth. .Indeed,
there is a metaphysical truth rather too subtle to be

-expressed- in this type of tale which the critic thinks

too-clumsy: to be tolerated. Whena man clings to
one, fact, against the tide and torrent -of the whole
truth, when he sets his feet firmly ‘'on one possession
or one power, against commonsense and even his own
instincts about the nature of things, when he answers
everything by saving ‘I have the bond; I have
the promise; I have the formula,” it is indeed true
that even his own talisman will almost certainly fail
him. For even if he thinks he possesses the whole
of it, he does not really know the whole of it. That
fact itself has aspécts which he has not seen yet:
that talismanic jewel has facets—and a flaw.

OUR ANAGLYPHS.

Readers who have not yet obtained one of the speclal masks for viewing our Anaglyphs in stereoscopic relief may do so by filling up the coupon on page 555, and forwarding it

with postage stamps value three-halfpence (Inland) or twopence-halfpenny (Foreign), addressed to * The [llustrated London News”
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NOW IN INDIA WITH KING ALBERT AND SHORTLY TO CELEBRATE THEIR “SILVER WEDDING " : THE QUEEN
OF THE BELGIANS—A NEW PORTRAIT BY PHILIP A. DE LASZLO.

Queen Elisabeth and King Albert will celebrate their * silver wedding > " Rampura.” _This fine portrait of the Queen of the Belgians was painted
on October 2, the twenty-fifth anniversary of their marriage, which - récently by Mr. Philip A. de Laszlo, to whom so many royalties
took place at Munich in 1900. They are at’ present travelling in have sat, while her Majesty was staying at Welbeck Abbey as a guest
India, having sailed from Marseilles on August 28, in the S.S. of the Duke and Duchess of Portland.

From THE PAINTING BY PHILIP A. DE LaAszio. (ARTIST'S COPYRIGHT RESERVED.)




