MOTHER OF VISCOUNT
NORTHCLIFFE.
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- "Mrs. Harmsworth, .of Poynter’s

Hall, Totteridge, widow of Mr.
'Alfred Harmsworth, barrister-at-
law, and mother of the late
Viscount Northcliffe, passed away
at her residence on Saturday mght
aged 86.

The mother of so remarkable a per-
sonality as' Alfred Harmsworth- Viscount
Northeliffe may well. have beed 8
remarkable weman. .And : she was
‘remarkable, most of all because she
typified:in a special -degree the many
British women ' who by then' character
and energy and wisdom dominate homes,
ofter straitened and limited in ‘means
and opportunities, irom which the chil- 3
dren 'go forth-to make for themselves
great positions in the woxld

Her Tenacity.
Geraldine Mary Maﬁett was born on
December 24, 1838, a younger ‘daughter }
_of Mr. William -Maffett, a, Dublin land
agent. The Maffets: were descended from
a Scottish family settled -in -County »‘
Down;.and it may be said of Mrs.
Harmsworth that she retained to the end
of her long. life those characterlstlcs of |f

s, placed the men and women
orthern*Ireland. among the dehmte
assets"of the ‘British Emplre. In ter,
loyal Ulster had the most devoted-and
unswerving of friends. Nothing could
deflect, her from her affection.

At-the age of 26, when she married Mr.
‘Alfred Ha.rmsworth then a master:on
the staff of the Royal Hlbernla.n School
Dublin, Geraldme Maffett’ was ‘a tra-
velled and’ well - read woman. ‘She
had a:-tilent for music; and -it was
no impulse of coumesy or compli-
ment which made those. who . heard
her play the piano in the later years of
her life wonder at the beauty of: her
execution, sometimes of - compositions
which she had managed to produce in
$he leisure moments of her busy life.

The Big Adventure.
Three years after.their:marriage Mr
and Mrs. Harmsworth moved\to “London

-+ indicate

wife -did not féel bhat'tﬁe areer, of-an
assistant schoolmaster ;was ‘one’ worthy:
~her-husband’s-abilities™ " 7

She induced him to enter as a ]aw
gtudent, ~first at the  ‘King's- Inns,
Dublin, and, in 1866, at the Ilddle
Temple. -He was - called to
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Dublin, ..and, m 1866 at thp
’lemple. .He was" ‘called

Bar ‘in. 1869. Fifty-five years
(1924) hik . id,

. viving .'son, Viscount®Rotheriere, pre-
sented £60, 000 to the M ddle Temple for

Harmswoith | Memotlal Fund !
memory. | :

Sucdess comes slowly" to most men aﬁ
the Bar, 52, the age at which Mr.

\fred Harmsworth died, many barris-
ters consider themselves lucky, and are
) rosperous, ,if they. lhave
achieved a precarious four figures. " In’
his case, the inevitable time of waltlnv
was’ ‘handlca,pped by ill-health. - :

His family grew faster {8 his prac-
tice, means werée not large. Haven the ¢ost
of taluno' ‘¢ silk 7 was his reason. against
it., It was mainly due to his wife’s
energy and optimism that the courage of
.that home never failed. . °

A Wise Counsellor.

< Her., elaest .son,
eliffe, ‘was then near, the~-beginning
of *his_jo nalistié " successes, and h1s
~=—prosperity; became hers. Thencefor- |
- ward, first,in the house in-London which §
“Liord wNmthchffe .and Lord Rothermere
"bought for her, later.in her home at}
'Poynter s Hall, Tottendge, she lived into §;
old age, respected by her friends for her
simple and direct nature, revered by her |
children, always their wisest counsellor,
The affectlon existing between h
her eldest son was.a very deep one.’ And |
the instances-when-he- followed her ad-
wice" with regard to the conduct of his
papers, testified to theé sanity and sound-
‘ness of her ]udvment Her influence was
never used in an ignoble-cause. As the
compass.points steadﬂ o the north, so
her mind strove.ever.to serve the gzeat
Jntelests 'of her country. o
Mra Harmsworth took the de@pest.m-
.in" hers grandsons 'and .
espo(~1ally
en one of-'the former, Mr,
Esmond ‘ Halmsworﬂh, waa retirned
to the House of Commons. in 1919" as}|:
member for Thanet, which eonstituenc
he still repreqtnts. He was then
yeau-and . months 'old and was:#
youngest, M P. who had sat i
n.ent.for over a ‘century.
. Mrs.. Harmsworth is survwed bynsevcn ;
wons': -Viscount Rothermere,. Mr.:."Cecii
" Harmsworth, . who was for some yedrsf
Parliamentary : Sécretary. for . Foreign
Sir Leicester Harmsworth, .Bt., |
Slr Hildebrand Harmsworth; - Bt., - Mr.
.-dohn Harmsworth;- Mr, Charles
Halmsworth 1\[1 Vvvyan Harmswarth,
.and by thre ¢t daughters, ‘Ladv Kln
Mrs. Burton.,

. Roosevelts Admiratio

- A ‘frier of many. yeara adds these few
recollections s

Mrs. Harmsworth. was the most truth-
ful;sincere.human 1 oelnv I have ever met
1 do not: believe tha
anybody even by way. of polite. equlvoca-
sion, and-a. more dlfﬁcult thing: among

human bemgb

ever ‘was.in her life the v1ctAm of self-‘
deceptlon. £
| * She is sald to have.been. the onlv per-

son’' who i later years was able to

ence the pubhc policy -of Lord

dliffe, -,

- Mrs. Harmsworth most" mtprestmg

travel experience was her visit with her

eldest sori 'to the United. Stafes and |
Canada at 'the time .of Theodore Roose-

velt’s tenure of office, * Sh» had l ncheon

at the White ‘House

who treaté her with xceptmnal distine-4
tion and always retamed a great admlra-.
tion for her -
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'lhe funeral will- take place at St
Marylebone Cemetery, East 1*1ncLh1ey,
- a$ 12 noor on Wednesday.




