(a7 WE OWE_T0 THE |SIR JOHN LAYERY IN A
sqTER BUILDERS.” | NEW, LIGHT. - e
v"ﬁs&\t}:"ﬁmﬁs Champion. S e e M I
li‘éiyréﬁff““fﬁfié LORDS. AND- LADIES AS. THEY
paifty, is it 2| RERLLY RECC o)
4 will - con- (BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDERT)
o we Inay | Just to see what the great folk look.like
of a finallin iheir ancestral and modern -homes,
scores of people will go to the Leicester| S
Galleries for the exhibition “of Sir" John |~
Lzﬂx\‘cry's « Portrait Interiors.” Theirs will
be the visit of the purely curious. Others
will go to see arb by an attist. Probably
both parties will be satisfied. If this inno-
vation, of Sir John's scrves one purpose
more -than another it is to illustrate the
convenience of being painted in ong's owWn ]
room instead of .going to & studio=and| sever
bolding a pet dog-in the lap. We see, for
example, Lady Qxfo;d_ in her bedroom "
writing her famous memoirs.
vivid is this rendering of a magnetic- per-

sonality in.surroundings characteristic of
! her courage and ber taste that it conveys &

- ) GRAVE . IN FRON

Master Uren, pointing to the spot in his garden’

Harry Howell, who saw the late owner of the hou
o lighted candie. Sed

truer conception of her than any other por-
trait yet has done. . Almost one feels the
fiervous headache which appearts to be fol-
ing her -literaty offort. Two of the
hdintings should ‘be handed down *to her
descendants in® Tady Juliet Trevor's €ase,
as records of & beautiful ancestress. How
clearly theyirecall a.nd_en_xpha-sise war-time
<1 Some critics have hesitated as
which is the gem of the collection;
“Coombe Court” oI « A THospital 1
Grosvenor- Square.. Tew people realise
thay both concern Lady Juliet; for the hos-
pital was hers. Which picture is more
ty‘pxcal‘of her—the amber- inted ease and!:
elegance of the long. drawing-romh atj !
“ Coombe Court,” or the grey, hard facts):
of -life’ in- that hospital ward during war
Of real historical value there is plenty in
this exhibition, ~and of first political in-I
terest is Sir John's impression of the
House of Commons being addressed by

IT$ FIEST LABOUR PRINE MINISTER,

Ma_chona,ld. In the painting
re. Sir John Lavery estab-,
yrecedent, for:ie was the , first:
-artist- to berallo 5 tak letténan
1o the "C
‘there while ‘the - House was
Strangely enough, the artist in his IHouse

s

ot C‘ou'm\ons.lmssed the _opportunity .to
add one historic:feature to this work.® He’
failed ‘to put upon the Treasury bench
Miss Margaret ndfield, the first WOINATL
‘entitled to 'sit. there. Tovers, of Sir- Jar es’
Barrie’'s WOk will enjoy th . first portrait|
- ever painted: of. the. great writery 1
‘he himselfr.has. dubbed his Garret; in
Adelphi.” -Ther hie is in an attitude o
whiinsical observation . curled up’ in a
shadowy retreat 11 the corner Of an oak
settle by the fire. One leaves the exhibi-
tion feeling that Sir John has now found
his happiest method of expression. It is
| curious that this poor Irish boy s
best manifest’ his geni n painting the
drawing-rooms: of May " Portraits he
has painted in. plenty,’ and landscapes not
a few. He has equals in both these fields;
pbut’ in his_ new line of work—that ' of
« Portrait Interiors »_Ye . has few' com:
petitors. That- he is the originator of :a
inew deps rture cannot tru be claimed for
: him. Proof to the contrary hangs at
. &l Chequers, where Lord and Lady Lee were|
f painted together in an oak-panelled rcom
il —she at her neeédlework, ar 1 h
1 3 Philip de Laszlo
Sh*ToW Hangs®

W S
there; . shows . them just
renounced their home to the nation, ¢
is. ar Tecord of {heir. sacrifice. Sir William
Orpen has tried bis master hand at lande
scapes ‘and interiors; S0 too, has
W»mstomChurchil'l. 1t is to Siv John
Lav_ery’s“instruction and inspiration that
we owe Mr. Churchill’s adventures on
canvas.. As for Sir Jo in’'s own inspiura
tion and . critic; where is_she in this his/
latest exhibition ? Lady Lavery X there— |
;jt would” . ete witnhout her—but
she is there only as @ still, sm_all figure
in a'lilac gown, falking to her friend, Mrs.

p. | MacLaren in.a colourful * Drawing-room
in Souhh-street,“Pa.rk«lane.” '




