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_VISCOUNT DEVONEORT

el T

- IWORK FOR LONDON PORT.

It is impossible to think of the Port of
TLondon Authority without linking with, it the
name of Viscount Devonport, who has been

| chairman since its foundation in 1909 ; and it
s will certainly require a long time for all con-
' pectod with the Authority, to habituate them- o
- celves to a board meeting over which he is nob

presiding or, indeed, to contemplate any ex=’ L een
H pression of the pért’s"continue«d activity with- '

4 out the stimulation .of his presence: Yet, as

has been -known for some’ time; he 1is
retiring from the position that he has occupied
with such distinction throughout the life, so
far as it has gone, of the supremely important
bedy which inspires and controls the greatest
port irthe world. Lord Devonport took up, the
task. to which he has ever since devoted prac-
tically his whole energies on March 31, 1909,
he velinquishes it today, when'he is being
entortained by the’colleagues who, for varying
periods, have collaborated with him in the
ceaseless effort to improve and still further to
extend the gigantic enterprise entrusted ‘to
their care.

" Though it is ‘well known to the officials and
members of the Authority, the public generally
can have no conception of the intimate degree N
to which Lord Devonport has been bound up :
with the fortunes of the Port of London
Authoriby. The.earnestness with which he
entered upon the task of guiding the new body
which came into being following the buying
out of the old dock companies by the Govern-
ment, for ultimate transference to 2 public
‘body, may be gathered from the fact that Sir
Hudson Ewbanke Kearley, M.P. for Devonport
as he then was (he was made a baron in 1910
and a viscount in 1917), gave up his political
career, for at the time that he was asked to
take up the chairmanship of the Authority he
was Parliamentary Secretary 1o the Board of
Trade. As Food Controllér he was to come
into touch again with Parliament during 1916-

17, but, apart from that war service to the
coufitry, he relinguished. all idea of political ™~
{life when he became the first chairman of the

Port Authority.

SCHEMES OF £14,000,000.

The duty devolving on tue Authority, under

Section 2 of the Port of London Act, 1908,
was ‘‘ to -take into consideration the state of
the river, and the accommodatiomand facilities -
afforded 'in the port of London, and to take ¥
such steps as they may consider mecessary for
the improvement thereof.”  Schemes for the
extension of the existing docks, for the deepen-
ing and widening of the mavigable channels,
and for the provision of new acoommodation ai
| an estimated cost of approxima‘r]elyl£14,000,0UU,
were prepared -and adopted, and to the supet=
vision of thab stupendous programme Lord
Devonport has given throughout sixteen years
a daily and detailed attention which has been
a subject of wonder and admiration to the ex-
perts charged with its execution in varioud
branches. It is no misuse of the word to say
that he has consecrated his talents, his energies,
and his time to the interests of the port. No
man could have done more for his own business
—and it is to be remembered that, though a
yearly salary of £4,000 was attached to the post,
he has refused to accept a penny for his ser-
vices. He has, too, always generously empha-
! sised the devotion of his colleagues to their
great work; in the course of a speech delivered
a year ago, when he threw out a hint of his
desire to hand over the reins to other hands,
he said: o }

" ¢«‘The work is absorbingly interesting, and
we stiive to carry it on with one idea and single
purpose, viz., the improvethent and bettermemt
of the organisation and the facilities ol
this great port for the benefit and advantage
of the trade of this country and of the Kmpire
at large, with which its welfare is so closely
and intimately associated.” |

Though he is so fully entitled to a rest and—
curious as it may sound—to some leisure to
attend to his own affairs, those who are aware
of the obsessing extent to which Lord Devon-

ort, has devoted himself to the greater modern
glories of the entrepot port which, going back
Tnto far distant ages, has been pre-eminent
gince the - destruction of Antwerp by the

Spaniards in 1576, will know that it must be a
pang to him to quit the scene before the com~’
pletion of the immense programie of works,
many of which were already in the mind of the
Authority at the outset of its career. That

reat scheme was considered in 1911, and soon

Seter major works were taken in hand at
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Authority at the outset of 1ts career. ''hat
great scheme was considered in 1911, and soon
after major works were 1 in hand at
London Dock, the West India Docl sy and the
Albert Docks; the deepening of the river was
persistently ])ursued _and minor works were
carried out at the Millwall and Albert Docle
graving docks, and «in building a riverside <}
]etty at Tilburs for part-cargo  vessels. © The °
war, of course, ‘serlonsly inteifered with the
pxogres% of the primary plom‘amme but the
works in this category may be said to have
been completed by the' opexning in the summer
of 1921 by his Majesty of the King George V.
Docls whlch alone cost about £4,500,000.” The
liture on the worl ks enume-
rated 'lmounted to dbout £10,000,00

SOME BIG PROJECTS.

What may be called ‘the secondary scheme
elop d down in the.1911 pro-
gramme has been retarded by the world dis-.
location of trade, but the Aufhorlty has now
decided to take in hand some of the principal
projects then foreshadowed. The first of these
undertakings is.the development of the West
India Docks.  The proposal is to connect the
southern' dock with the north. end Millwall
Dock, and t6 connect all three of the West
India Docks by cutting chatinels through the
iritervening quays so,as to allow of access to
the group throu"h the Millwall Dock entranc
while the work is being undertaken of. con-
structing a.new entrance lock, to take vessels
500ft in ]xemgth and of 30ft draft, on thesite of
the existing ‘South Dock entrance. The i impont-.
ance of. thls scheme will be perceived when it is
understood that its completion will bring into
use for vessels up to 500ft in length and of
12,000 tons some three miles of valunable
quayage and some of the best and largest ware-
‘houses in the port. M re ver, a V}.Vld idea of
what is in progress is gained when it is borne
in mind that the completion of the West India
Docks scheme will mean that we shall have
vessels of that size brought up to within some-
tliing like three miles of the City. R

The second work- concerns’ Tllbu.ry Docks,
\vhere, according to the plans now sanctioned
by the Authority—plans greatly modified by
comparison with_the original ambitiots scheme
which wouild have cost £5;000;000==there"1i
be constructed a new entrance lock 1 ;000ft long
‘and 110ft wide, with a new dry dock of cor-
responding dimensions—to serve'not only the
emstlnﬁ docL, biit also its extension which was
mcluded in the 1911 full’ programme, and which
can-ve cirried out in part from time to time
as required. - . -

The third work now authorised isthe much-
needed passenger landing-stage at Tilbu
which; though. long dlscus§ed “has had to be
postponed owing to various causes. Now a
landing-stage capable of accommodati: two
large passénger vessels is to be built, . and
qrra:nvements have been made with the Lon-
don, \dela,nd, and -Scottish Railway Company
by which passengers will be disembarked imme-
diately. on the arrival of a vessel at any stato
of the tide and conveyed to St. Pancras qmtmn .
by eXpress trains funning from Tilbury in forty
minutes. ' The same- facilities apply to pas-
scngels embarking, and there is no Teason why,
on the completion of the -plans, passengers
should mot commience -their ocean voyage in
little more than ai hour after leaving  St.
Pancras. . This work will mean the provision
of what flas long been. recognised as a crying
J| need—the ‘means: of speedy embarkation and
landing of passengers for or from American,
Oa,nmdlan, Africad, and Eastern ports.

Other important 1mprovements to the port
are the extension of the Surrey Commercial
Docks—now apprcaclllncr completion—and the .
new berth for the discharge of .meat.-at- ‘the
Royal-Victoria-Doeks,”

.fhe cost of the mew worrks thus bneﬂy out~
Jined is as follow

‘NEW PROGRAMME.

West Tndia‘'and Mlllwall Docks. o2 050 000
Tilbury Dock Improveménts . 2 300,000 °
Tllbury Passenger Londing Stace 376 460

APPRO ACHING COMPLETION

Surrev Commercxal Docks: ee 544 878
Ruyal Victoria Dock : ’
New Berth- for Mea,t Trade ... : l44,000 .

. ' ' . £4,195,33¢
The putping into execution of the various
works. referred to shows that, after:
years of strenuous endeavoiirs to. carry out the
‘bask imposed upor it---endeavours interrupted -
and impeded se deplorably first by the waz, then -
by the suoceedmg trade depressmn—the Port




. ¢
of London Authority is alive to-duy, as it was|}
at the time of its formation, toithe’ necessity b
of doing everything possible to it i
supremacy of the port. - lie duty With which
the successor to the old dock companies was
charged. was .to . unify, ganise, )
modernise -the old- docks, secure. the ‘develop-
ment of the portion.of the Thames, and
preserve and.administer the. port 1c, whole
organisation and the facilities ‘of; the port hid,
in short, to be brought into liné with modern
requirements; and-in the carrying out of that
apparently bewildering# undertaking :Viscount
Devonport ‘has played tho ‘leading: Tole. HH
would probablyfind it difficult to reply if ask
to indicate the .outstanding achie ements., of
the body which he has ruled since its:inception, |
io numerous have been its important v

A ivided, too, as they are into such'a variety
oficatewo'ries. . : -

1o e .
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« SINKING BARS OF GOLD
ast extensions at the Tondon, the West
India, the Millwall, the Royal V ctoria .and
‘Albert, and the Tilbury Docks, thé opening
of the magnificent George V. Dock, the ¢on-
struction of cnormous’ warehouses and
stores, the addition of miles of addi jonal’
quayage—these are some of the achievements |
of the Authority which is now bidding farewell
to. the chairman who has made its opérations
and advancement almost his sole occupation.
Perhaps .the most iiportant,  work that
Bas been accomplished has been the least 'spec-
tacular; it is impossible, for instance, to gain
au accurate impression o the, stupendous
nature of the task of widening and.deepening |
the navigable ‘channels ‘11 the river—that in-
oessant dredging which, ;(,o‘s‘ting-thefAu,thdrijby 5
) s, something like £2 500,000 (incliiding
plant), Lord Devonport himself ;0 ce" likened
to,the, sinking of:b f gold int
a.fundam Litally necéssary inve
.ment to ensure 4 commercial return. The justi-
fication for all this.cosbly scoopingiof the riv
bédrand the refusal to be satisfied-with exist-}
iy, dock facilities is eloquently shown in-the
annual-increasés in the shipping using the
port; the tonnage for 1923 was 41,215,062,
acainist 38,215,062 for the pre eding year,
‘while the value of the total impotts.and export
» 1923 was. £579;165,445, as compared Wi h
833,7721in 1922: LT
hete. is nothing-more - amazi
orance of the'Lp_n_donef regarding his docks
) heard of,- thie, wonders ‘of. th
shipping of I : f New York, of”
- burg, of Antwerp; ofiRotterdam; but he
to be unaware that all are eclipsed ‘by-the;port
of his own metropolis. - ‘A tour,! £ its-docks -or:
of its miles of quays,-an intfoduction’ to, say,,
the gigantic cold’ store” at’ the! Royal “Alberp
Dock, capable of “holding 64 000 carcisesiof
mutton, to the Central Granary at the N illwall
Dock;or to tHe tobacco;warechouse at the Royal
Victoria Dock, would be'a revelation indeed, as
also-would be the spectaclezof the host of cas
of wine laid: out for gauging. ab the Tiondon:
Dock. And if the Londoner wishes, -without
visiting any of ‘these ‘wonders, to ‘see a symbol
of the greabness of the Authority hich governs
this biggest of a TetHim, go and gaze
on .ibs' headquarters on Tow , that won:
derful edifice which dominates all surrcunding
it in'a_wide area. . e
is. is tHe supremely .important body of
) * years -of - unremitting ¥
port is now yielding
dvistated; the members
> tertaining their
Tet : T 3% Al hey and succeeding
generations- occupying ‘their seats will always’
reniinded, if-such reminder Were necessary
is. devy “to; the port by a portrait, now}
g painted by Mr. P.‘A. de Taszlo, which is
be hung.in the board,reom. . ' o

WIVES BEHIND COUNTERS.

i ... CO-OPERATIVE LOCK-OUT SCENES..

f FROM OUR OWWH CORRESPONDENT. - .

v . MANCHESTER, Monday..
.. Open warfare was declared: to-day at "the
shops of moro than 100 co-operative societies |
in Lancashire, Cheshire, "North Wales,” and’
neighbouring counties by the lock-out of mem-
bers of the National Union of Distributive and
‘Allied Workers. A.typical example:of the

bitterness of fecling which prevails is afforded
by Greengate-Society where the wives of mem-
bers. of the co-operative committeg are! serving
behind the shop; counters in place. of theymen
Jocked-out. Lively scenes resulted. through!
ithe efforts of, the; union pickets to dissuade cus-
tomers from entering.the shops. A featiire -of
.the dispute-is the:number ofin tances'in which
members of the union are on:tne committees of;
the societies which are locking the men out.
Tn tho Manchester' district™three of;the big
societies—Pendleton,. Blackley "and-Droylsden
—_have closed their shops, but the Manchester,
Salford, Beswick, and Eccles societies have.so
. far remained .out of the dispute, me idea of
the heavy, loss that will be entailed if, k
_out is prolonged.may be gained. from, the ‘factA'
% that the Pendleton,;Society alone,'with its
eighty shops, has a weelkly turnover of £25,000.

The union to-day reported that the only three
places where men had gone.back to.work on
the societies’ terms. wero Rishton, Oswald-
twistle, .and’ Hindley, all . three Lancashire




twistle, .and Hindley, all. three lanc )
towus. At Crompton the society has artived
at a ‘settlement with the union. Miss Ellen
Wilkingon, M.P., on behalf of the union, de=
scribed: the postti ‘“-magnificent: ”"Nc've :
‘ theless, the societies clumed two additivns to
the. number of ociéties Whl(h have )cl\ed out

Edgoworth. ' ;
Acting on their umon s instructions many of
the.mien Jocked -out' applied to-day at the local
labour o‘\(,hdnges for unemployment benefit
but test cases wﬂl,proba.bly be heard before any.
dole is vcrra.nted ‘

BY . OUR PARLIAMENTARY GORRESP NDENT.

It Was one of the recommendations -of the |
Lmhthgow Jommittes- which reported somn
ime ago on methods for-improving the condi- §
ion, ot the agricultural industry that
b\btel’ll of ‘¢ cash on delivery”’ should be msti-
tuted under which producers and, consunier
could bo brought into direct trading relations,
. ion. has gince been made that the
system .might  also be utilised, in other direc-
ions, and tl Postnmster-Geneml now has the |
consideration. ‘As a first step.|
Thomson referred  the ques
tho Post Office, Ad\'lsory Committee,
" and “that bodv has prosecutcd Jdnguiries ".in

meetnw Aof

plhamber\—,of Commercerto-bosheld~in- L ndon
on Thiirsday.and ]“rszy The agenda con
resolutions eXPressing - dxwrgen’» view:
when the quostxon is, “raised the meeting - will
have the.advantage 'of hearing. a statemént on
behalf ofthe'Post Office from Viscount Wolmer,
M.P., the Assxsmnb Postmaster-General. ol
lowmg ;the ‘mecting the Postmaster-General
will go further into “the matter with his Advi-
sory Comm tee, and if the Chambers of Com-'
merce. pronounu‘- ‘in favour of *the. ‘system,
ther reason. to-believe that Sir W. Mltd]ell-
Thowmson will. be prepm‘ed to put It into opera-
:td()l]

[/ Tt i claimed that in Canada *Lhe s
'whvch Has been in operation for about two veam,‘
‘Has proved'an ‘unqualified success. It ‘was in,
the first instance opposed by the retail traders,
-but after experience of its workiug they have
now, according to official mformablon num-

_bered among its strongest:

buntlde as f"ll(‘St\ of th l’oh h'.Government.
The irivitation has been cepted; and-it is'es
ected. that the party will consist of eightf
P.’s, a8 well as one or two members of th
Hou_ é of Lords.* . Among the tourists wil
Sir Philip Dawson and Mx. P. J Hannon 'l‘he
11 leave London on My &
‘une 20, ‘after spending a iew d‘l}.\ in Berlm.
z ule in_ POLmd the vxsltors WlH be aﬂm edf

duvltmn
& a.n,spoxb fauhtle R ‘md methods of Govmlmex
‘administration generally. . The tour promlses
1‘/) be of great. mtnre tand value.

-1 — e — .

The decomposed body of Mr. "Arthur . John:
Cook a poulty ‘farmer of \Voc\dl:mds, Horndean,
who had ‘been missing from home since Déc.. 22
ast, was found. on Sunday with a revolver in hi
l'wht hard, underneath the oves 'ha.n"mg branches
pt a Yew tree.on Butser-hill, ‘some eight miles}%
dlstaut and about 200 yards. irom the highway.
“here were gigns'of; a-bullét-wound: in the head
and, byhis side was a Bottle: contammg pcuson .and

.sa empty glasse s : o
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