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Every P1C‘ture

OME of the art

their sitters’

sts who contrive to, show us
faces as well as their souls

are the subject of equally candid and search-
. ing portraits—word portraits—in a book by Mr.:
~James Laver, which is aptly called ““ Portraits
in Oil and Vumgar 7 (John Castle, 10s. 6d ), and{
- comes at an apt moment.

For these studies of “ twenty-five contemporary
artists, from right to left in modern art’ .are
notable for their candour, aid an owasmna'Y
tartness which very well justifies their title..
Mr. Laver is a shrewd critic and something of
an iconoclast. ~ He himself, one judges, tends
to the Left : though he is no "extremist. But he
is likely to seem unpleasantly candid to &id-
fashioned folk who like the picture that tells a

and - find much comfort in the Academy.
‘His own defence is characteristic of his book.
“ There is the merely superfluous in -art (he
~and the plainly deleterious, and I have
stinguish between them ’ a task
he has approached, one feels, ith some
(rusto especially in dealuw with the Right, as
1'ep1esented here by Sir Frank Dicksee, of whom
he remarks: “The titles of Sir Frank Dicksee’s
pxctmps tell their own story, even if it is usually
someone’s else story.’ .

‘No Titles Needed. :
" «‘Nowadays (he also remar it is only in
advertisements of lx dney . pills that ¢ every pic-
ture tells a storj ars ago- it was. the
 accepted ideal of Briti Art and the pub-|
i lic taste may have made great advances in fifty
‘years; but surely the Academy-still shows every;
year a few works to please those who like pic-
tures that need no t and bring a lump to
the throat?
"It is not onl
strated ”’ that you will find “ shaggy dogs
. mournfully at the coffins of thelr masters,
ildren . | . giving away their ‘dolls to
the wives of ﬁshel men or the mother
(how, little it matter ich!) eter-
out of windows into davkness, or
to guide the wan.
women in church,
allen idols, thatdhed cottages,
dying children; m fact, the whole torrent of
} mawkish sentimens, &n‘l(Jl)‘“Pl)let mld ans vemlc
I-flapdoodle which gocs
excesses of 'the mnst eceent
schools.’
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Tell

says about ‘chat art'

B

criticisms of others whlch he pxesents tor pur-

poses of comparlson. B

“1If T wer . 'young and’ chal'mmor womzm “and
_somebody offered me a portrait; ot myself-as ‘a.
twentieth bi thday present, no one “should pamt
me but Mr, Ambrose McEvoy. er John ma S
his -vomen. look too tigerish and besides he
‘have such abommable dres alx‘ers and . weal 1o

‘This' is not to say' that Mr. John

not a Ureat ‘ai'tist, but he is a httle j00 1uthle§
in his p‘sychologtcal probing, apd peop]e of un—'
certain character, people who do not even knowr
theii ‘own nnnd let alone. ‘thejr|own soul, would
do better not} (to trust him. )

Teo Truthful :

“T should "not go to" M)'
should  show that T had drunk champaaue the
night before and had a h@adache nor to Slr
John Lavery, for he would flabter iny -modiste;
and- not mc. I do not think {I should. emph')y
Sir William Orpen, much as I ladmire bim, le'st
I should be nothing but a ‘hwh light amid ny
own bric-a-brac’; nor Mr. Ro«belta begaus(,]f d
iike being dmped in wet tissue paper; nor My
‘de Lazlo. because it would bore me to look dis-
tinguished ; nmor Mr Brockhur'sty” for T should
never’ have the patience to sit  to him.. My
Sl(‘lxelt I am’ sure, would. refuse me becaus el T
am’ too well-bred, and Mr. Steer, because
should insist on wearmg ‘too ninnv ‘clothes. . i
shiould celtamly never allow MraMnL Gertler
‘to compréss' mé into a triangle] and M, Wynd-
ham Lewis-would paint me| sharp feature
~which I am not (which T should 10t -be if T. wer
‘a young and charming woman)i.’’: i

Of these and otherq Mr. La
ing and often pmvomtwe thmrrs “to say
the stvle of each artistis. Lilltistrated w)th”a,
specimen “of . his |v
13 to be commended to all real a,lt lo
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