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; -smAroused by Recent lee

‘ M;; N nesses of Pres1d'ent

st Coohdge -
S PRGN _

; 57{ (Copyrlght, 1926, by TH Evenlng Post)

H Washmvt \Ialch ll-heconlt

cnortralts in, 011 of . Presndent CoolL
. ~xdwe haxe- Started a lot”of" dIS(,'JS-
6, sion in both the artlst:c and offici
[|iSicircles of -V\’ashmgton "The "
tits have re ed ‘the old quess
i K'tidn,.as:‘ to, Whethe
Hart shoulg- be p‘ ovraph)c in- thelr
Itredatment” or whether “"the
-should 4ttempt to. weave this. own'
Bconceptlon of his subJects »charac' #
1Lter into the portraiture, . "

U "Some portraits jp -
'Uldealistic.

oil are; t'mxn}\ly g
-Some . of those ; handedf
ado“n from oeneratwns
:Jclearly show that th jartists ha\e
‘>been extremely ‘generous: ,wm the
treatment of-"the posérs. ‘o
in this day or. tinfe can tell »Just
)what Georve \Va%hmgtonw really.
iooked 1iké or Dpossibly cou]d'[ xecog-
fize, BenJamm ]‘ranl\hn from any
uf the eJustmc' oils om engravm"w
In more recent Years a number of
he most .. famous Vaxtlsts of . the|.
Wmld ha\e become)xeahsts, m theu
portuuts as welle a’s in ‘their. ric-
.ures (,ompo‘sed entirely Izom’ifancs
pI‘he Sw edxsh pamter /01 & type
of the rea]ls

m portraxtme, *
ixd ‘a. 1eahst1(_ IOI‘tlalt’

(e




ssent moment, however,

{ would seem ihat the artists fa-
rored by poses -Trom members of
he royval families or from chief
xecutives have slipped buack into
he old school of idealism, or the
etting down of @ conception ratier
han a line for line likeness which
he critics might term “speaking.”

President Coolidge ungquestion-|
vbly is a splendid subject for por-
1aiture. He is an unusual but dis
inct type. Hc is the first New
inglander to sit in the "White
Jouse in something like seventy
v eighty yeavs! There is some-
hing of the ruggedness .of the
north country about the lines of his
dgure and his face. The President’s
friends would like to see these
lines of New England chavaczten
handed down 1o posterity. But in
the canvases which have come fxom‘
the White House studies in the pdst
two and a half vears theve has
been a certain: sleekness which is
anything but suggestive of the fme-’
ly chiseled features, the nose‘
mouth ancl chin, of Lhe chief exmu-‘
tive. The’firmness of; tl}ewc,oohd'*t.
physiognomy is laukmg .&a, |

President Coolidge’ has heen very
oblwmr to the painters: Who h.x\c
wished 'to portray him for one pur:
pose or another, but as yet the
artists insist therc has bheen no real
portrait developed. |

Easier Subject

Mrs. Coolidge is a far easier dnd
more satisfactory subject for th
painters apparently, for even 11}
their first sketches they seem 19
cateh the indefinable charm of the
first” lady of the land. There .is z}
warmth of color and per sonality to
Mrs. -Coolidge and il shines forth
‘in her photographs as well as in
the paintings, some one of which
(\\tntuall) will grace the walls of
the White House for all time, addf
ing -one of the most charming ot
the mistresses of the mansion u
the distinguished group already ot
‘exhibition.

Mrs. Coolidge - haq become qmte
acéustomed .xt last to- posing Em
the moving- picture camera, ;oo
&ome of the studies which have
been made of her recently b) the
“pews reels” huve shown a Qist: ne
improvement over the first etfort:
when sthe first lady was demdulh
shy and ill at case.

. Like the amateurs of Hollv\\on(.
however,. Mrs. Coolidge still is to
camera conscious. She is. inclinet
to look at the instrument a litth
tco much, thereby spoiling the et
fect of preoccupation. Naturall:
the first lady is a much _ souzh
subject and has io be careful i
granting favors to the horde iJ

“movie merchants” always hov elm
about the White House ready p
‘|start their grinding at-a momem‘
notice. !

The camera man is one news re
porter who always. hdb to be an e)
|| witness.




