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HIS He )LINESS
| UN LIKELY
TO LEAVE ROME,

THE DIFFICULTIES OF MAKING A
- TOUR ABROAD

* LITTLE JEALOUSIES.”

A SPECIAL INTERVIEW IN THE
4™ VATICAN S

L. .

O-DAY the Sunday Chronicle is able to announce

i exclusively that— :
The Pope will not yisit Britain; that -
He has decided that he will not be able to visit any
foreign countries; and that
' The reason for ‘this' decision is that his Holiness
fears that if such journeys were undertaken jealousies
might be stirred up-between various Roman Catholic
commumtles by reason of the fact that many would
inevitably be missed out, ‘

News of the Vatican’s ruling in this matter wa<
obtained by Mr. Paul de Laszlo, son of Mr. Phili
Laszlo, the world-famous pajnter, in the only authorlta 1V
interview with Pius X1I. since the signing of the treaty whicl
gave the Pontiff freedom to }leave the confines of the Hol,
See and thus raised 'the! hopes of millions of Romar
Catholics throughout the world. -

- With ' this interview 'the Sunday Clz,romcle als
reproduces the fine painting of the Pope recentl
| completed by Mr. Philip de Laszlo for the Bodleian. Librar
|t Oxford—the university for which the Pope, as expresse
in a generous tribute, retains many happy memories.

AN INTIMATE TALK
'WITH THE -PONTI:F'-F,

By PAUL- -DE LASZLO.

Rome, Saturday.

.N(‘W t.l;){’ “the Popes self.-l

1mpand imprisonment with--
in the Vatican has,

country Tas been hoping that it
will be among those favoured
with a visit from the Pontiff.

The fact seems to be, however, that
in spite of modern trave-l 1'apidffy he
will be unable to venture beyond the
frontiers of Italy.

Unlikely to Travel.
I mentioned this question to a high

‘ after 60
years, been ended by the treaty
with Italy, every Roman Catholic!

We left this subject and torned 1
‘plctufes—My—father Tnentioned-to:dy
Holiness. that the picture he ha
painted of him for the Bodleian Librai
at Oxford was now on exhibition ]
the Paris salon.

This raised many interesting tapi
for the Pope, who has worked at (I
Bodleiun, and is at the same time

‘t greal- art connoisseur, being, in fac

one of. thie three leading authorities ¢
Leonardo da Vinci.

“We have many happy memori
of Oxford,” he said. **We loved |
traditions and the atmosphere
youth and happiness that hiesnfds



sesessw oy tatiter ana fowere gailing
for-a private audience with his MHoli-
ness, and he explained to me the
reason that renders the prospect of
Papal travel unlikely.

It would lead to difficulties

first, owing to the order in which

they were visited, and, secondly, ||

because many could not be visited ||
and would naturally be hurt at
having been left out.

A few minutes later we hieard that
the Pope was ready to receive us,
and during the audience that followed
we touched on many subjecis in the
course of which this view appeared to
be confirmed.

Great Enthusiasm,

We spoke first of the Vatican Trealy.
The aspect that most pleased his
Holiness was what he called the *‘local
interest ' with which it was regardad
all over the world. He stressed the
word * local™ and repeated it many
times.

“T'elegrams,” he said, “have poured
Jn from every quarter of the globe
eongratulating us upon the trealy.

“The striking part of these messages
is the impression mey convey that the
event is to them oJ the same interest
as one that was a local happening.

“You would suppose Ifrom
enthusiasm of a telegram we receivad
from within the arctic circle that the
Vatican was situated near the North
Pole. The same applies to telegrams
received from Central Africa, the
Ahtipodes, and all parts of the world.”

“Not So Sure,”

" e«ypur Iloliness will probably visit
your ald library at Milan now?” |
asked. He had been librarian there
for many years.

He smiled and said, “Since the

treaty the world has been trévellmg
us about everywhere, but we are not
s0 sure.” And by his tane he seemed
to confirm the view that |
already heard  expressed. '

I

had

be- |
tween the great Catholic countries, |

the’|
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and learning that hangs ahout the
bulldings. It is a very heautiful and

wonderful town.”

In the Papal Library.

He smiled and put his hand on his
'capuletto as if thinking again of the
ydays he had spent there; 1ht,n looking
‘up he pointed to a ]m]e sketch which
my father had done of St. Peter's a
ltew years ago, and which his Holiness
had so much liked that he gave it ta
;him,
i It was behind us facing the Pope s
desk, and as I glanced round I had
an opporlumty of seeing that the
room in which we were and where Lis
Holmess works was, in fact, a hbrary,
and that weighed down as :he
occupant of the Papal throne must be
with work, he yet 'found ‘time to
mdulge in books among which he has
$pent so much of his life, ‘
The Popc spoke slowly and in
I‘xench in which he is more at eage
than in English. He has a subdued |
but firm voice which is kindly in the |
q\itrome He chooses his words very }
carefully and accurately and his |
manner is perfectly natural. )

Vatican Sple'ndbur.

He was_dressed in the customary |
wmte from his capuletto to his shoes,
and as he stood up to give us.his’
ring 1o Kkiss on our depariure. he
showed himself to he a man of middle.
lleight on whom his 70 odd years sit
very lightly. -

‘One cannot fail but to be impréssed |
by the pomp and splendour of the
Vatican, and even more by the!
mxgh(y ‘tradition that the occupant of
me Throne must sustain and ‘which
seems to pervade the gréat bulding.

lit is the fitting, perhaps the only,
place where he can do so, and -that
may be another reason why he will
udt teave Italy and will probably
never go beyond the boundaries of
l,he Eternal City.

((,owmghl in all counlries by Anglo-

American Newspaper Service.).




