


class are urgently required, and the pmgra,mme of
construction already authorised comprises barges and
other vessels representing some 200,000 tons of
shipping, and a capital outlay estm%xted at nearly
£4,000,000, apart from the cost of land and ghip-
yard plant. On the designs adopted the saving ia
steel 13 fully 70,000 tons on what would have been
required for stecl ships of the same carrving capa-
city. It is believed that a still larger saving will

as to the minimum proportion of reinforcement that
S | may be employed with safety.  The United States
e | Shipping Board have not advanced quite so raprdly
« @88 our own Admiralty in the matter of concrste ship=

ymilding. According to latest advices the United
States has only two concrete shipyards ready for
t | oporation, compared with nearly twenty in the

be credited with the ccmpletion of one reinforced
concrete steamship of 5,000 tons capacity, o

fied by the vessel on her trial trip and sghﬁeqnexﬂ
voyages.

According to official estimates, the cost of wood,
steel, and concrete hulls is £30, £35, and £25 per
ton respectively. = Hence the programme of the
United States: Shipping Board for fifty-cight con-
¢rete ships of 7.500 tons capacity, represents an!
outlay on hulls alone of about £10,870,000 on the
basis of 435,000 aggregato dead-weight capacityu
The saving in steel will probably exceed 125,0001
tons, and the saving in the cost of the vessels, agf
compared with steel, according to the official esi
mate, will be £4,350,000. At present only two&
the United States Govemment yards have been
decided upon, one at San Franeisco and the other d
lemmg’ton on the Atlantic Coast.

PARIS ECON OMIC RESOLUTIONS.
B

Colonel Sir F. Hall asked the Prime Mmistar ni
the House of Commons yesterday if his attention had
beenn drawn to the speech recently made by the
French Ambassador, M.  Cambon, as to the impori-
ance of taking steps to prevent Germany obl,mnmgv
a similar control over industrial interests in the
Allied countries to that which she had secured priom
to the outbreak of the war, and whether the Govern-
ment would fully adhere to the principles embodied
in the Paris economic resolutions.

Mr. Bonar Law, who rephed smd The answer tn
the first part of “the guestion is in the nﬁirmamve
The policy of his Majesty’s Government remains the
same, and includes a close ce-operation with our
French and other Allies, with whom we are in coms
munication on the eubject 3

' SOLDIERS FOR THE HAfWEST. i

The Army Council has decided to release severa®
thousand soldiers on agrienltural furlongh for ham
vest work. These men will be distributed among
the counties where labour assistance for the harvest
is most needed. Farmers requiring additional labour
to gather the harvest should apply at once to theiw
county agricultural executive commities.
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n | be effected when practical data becomes . available
e

3

United Kingdom. On the other hand, America is ta

courageous experiment, which has been amply justi-

progress is being made in the col tm l(on @*‘
1,000-ton seagoing barges for the iraly De-

partment of Merchant ‘Shipbuilding.= thxﬁ
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